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ONE. 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Creon, King of Thebes. 2 , 
Hemon, his Son. 

Tirefias, a Prophet. 

Chorus, of antient Men of Thebes, 


A Meſſetger from the Watch. 


Another Meſſenger. - 
AS ervant. 


Wom EN, 4 
Antigone, 1. Siſters and Daughters if Oe- 1 


Eurydice, Wife of Creon. 


SCENE before Creon's Palace at Thebes, 


' Theſe two Brothers in the Wars be- 
tween the Argians and Thebans, (Eteocles be- 
ing for the Thebans, and the other for the Ar- 
gians) flew each other in a fingle Combat. 
Whereupon Creon, King of Thebes decreed, 
that the Body of Polynices ſhould be expoſed a- 
bove Ground, and that none upon Pain of 
Death ſhould bury it. Nevertheleſs bus Siſter 
Antigone, not in the leaſt affrighted at this 
Decree, firſt covers it with à little Earth; but 
the Keepers, who were ſet to watch the Car- 
caſe, not diſcovering her that Time, they were 


threatened with Death by Creon, unleſs they 
A 3 pro- 


6 Ax TIGON E. 
produced the Criminal. But as they kept their 
Peſt, * coming finds the Body un- 


covered, 1 


was ſhe brought before Creon, and immediate. 


ly ſentenced to be ſhut r alive in a covered 
Vault, which was accordingly executed, where i 
ſhe hanged her 1 Whereupon Hæmon, Sen 

ad eſpouſed her, ſeeing her ſad | 


of Creon who 
Cataſtrophe, for Grief tabbed himſelf; for 


which Eurydice, Wife of Creon, hkews/e killed f | 
ber ſelf: And laſtly, Creon laments the Loſs of 


his Wife and Son. 
This ſame Subjeft hath been treated upon by 
Euripides, but with this Difference from So- 


phocles, that the former ſuppoſe tb Hzmon and | 


Antigone to be married, and have a Son na- 
med Memon. 

The Character of Antigone in this Play is 
much like that of Electra, in this ſame Poet. 


For as Chryſothemis 7s introduced diſputing 


with Electra, and endeavouring to diſſuade her | 


from ſo deſperate an Attempt, as the reveng- 
ing her Father's Death by killing his M. woos - 
rers; ſo is Iſmene here, to diſſuade Antigone 
from burying her Brother, contrary to Creon's 


Decree; whoſe mild and gentle Diſpoſition gives ; 


the Poet a fair Opportunity to raiſe the Cha- 
rater of his Heroine, while «with the moſt con- 
vincing Arguments ſhe ſhews the Fuſtice and 


Piety of the Cauſe for which ſhe ſuffered, = 
3 y 


by her Weeping, her mournful | 
Complaints, and Impre ations againſt thoſe who 
uncovered the Body, betrayed her elf Then 
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by Conſequence greatly moves an Audience to 
Compaſſion for her. Sh 

This Tragedy is of the Implex Kind, for 
although there is no Remembrance, yet there 1s a 


confiderable Change f, Fortune, both in the 
Perſon of Antigone and Creon; which both 


ſhews, that a Change of Fortune, or Peripetitie, 


and Remembrance, may ſubſiſt apart from 
each other; and that either of them without the 
other, as well as both in Conjunction, are 


ſufficient to conſtitute an Implex Tragedy. In 


the Electra there is a double Remembrance, 
without an immediate Change of Fortune ; here 
a Change of Fortune without a Remembrance; 
in the Oedipus Tyrannus they are both tage- 
ther, yet they are all Implex Tragedies. 


A 4 AcT 


AXT1IGONE. 


AcTL Scext l. 
Antigone, and Iſmene. | 


* dear Siſter 1/mene, doſt "IE 
know any of thoſe Evils which 
befell the Houſe of Oedipus, 
which ove will not bring up- 
on us at laſt? For there is nothing grievous 
or free from Trouble, nothing is vile or diſ- 
| honourable, which I have not ſeen accom- 
pliſhed in mine and your Eyils.. And now 
what is this they ſay again, that the King 
hath lately publiſhed an Edi& to the whole 
City, knoweſt thou ought of it? Hath the Re- 
port yet reached thy Ears? Or are the Evils of 
our Enemies which are coming on us, kept 
ſecret from you alone? 

en. No Report, Antigone, of Friends joy- 
ful or ſad e er reached my Ears, ſince we both 
were deprived of two Brothers, who died in 
one Day with their mutual Hands, but that 
the Argian Army is overthrown this Night; 
I know nothing more, nor am I more fortu- 
nate, or more aggrieved. 

Ant. I knew it well, and therefore I called 
you out of the Palace Gates, that from me a- 
lone you may hear all. 4 

Im. | 


ANTIGONE, 9 
I/m. What is it? You ſeem to revolve on 
one. deep Thought. 

Why rk Hach not Crom thus: di- 
hed our Brothers, preferring one, and 
diſhonouring the other in the Affair of Se- 
pulture? According to Law and Juſtice, they 
lay, he hath buried Eteocles in the Earth, ho- 
nourably among the Dead below: Bur the 
dead Body of Polynices, who miſerably: fell, 
they ſay is proclaimed” to the Citizens, that 
none ſhould cover it with a Sepulchre, or 
weep for it; but all muſt ſuffer it? to lye un- 
lamented, unburied, a ſweet Treaſure for the 
Birds, to behold as their Food. Theſe Things, 
they ſay, the good Creon hath decreed-to you 
and me, (I ag! me) and all thoſe who knew not 
the Decree before ſo plainly as it was decreed, 
now to come into it, and obey it, not as a 
Thing of nought; but whoſoever neglecteth 
the Decree, mult lie expoſed a dead Body, to 
be viewed by the People in the City, This is 
the preſent Caſe, and you ſhall ſoon ſhew, 
whether you are generouſly born; or. a baſe 
Daughter of good Parents. 


a To bye unlamented. ] Among the 3 the 
next great Puniſhment of the Dead, to that of lying 
expoſed without Burial, was to lye unlamented. This 
was the Judgment which God threatned againſt 'Fehor- 
akim King of Juda. Ezek. xxii. v. 18, 19, They 
ſhall not lament fir him ſaying, ah my Brother, rs ah 
Sifter. They Hall not lament for him ſaying, ab! Lord, 
or, ah his Glory ! * He A be buried with the Burial of 


M 4. &c. 
In. 
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I/m. But what, ah me! if this be ſo, ſhould 
J help you by tranſgreſſing the Decree, and 


burying Polynices? 
Ant. Conſider whether you will take Pains 

and work along with me, or no * 

Vin. What a bold Deed is this? Whither 


do your Thoughts ramble, 


Ant, Wilt thou help with thy Hand to bear 
away the Corpſe? | 

1/n. Doſt thou think to bury one forbid- 
den the City? | 

Ant. Thy Brother and mine, if thou wilt 
not, I will bury; Iwill not prove a Traitereſs 
to him. | 

1/m. O miſerable Woman while Creon for- 
bids it! | 

Ant. But it is not for him to hinder me 
from paying my laſt Offices to my Friend. 

Jin. Wo is me! Conſider, Siſter, how our 
Father died, hated and inglorious, by Reaſon 
of diſcovered Crimes, pulling out both his 
Eyes with his own Hand: And then an- 
other Affliction, his Mother and Wife like- 
wiſe, with a Cord loſt her Life contumeliouſ- 
ly; the Third, two miſerable Brothers in one 


b Doft thou think to bury.] This Controverſy between 
T/mene and her Siſter, is admirably adapted to the Po- 


et's Purpoſe; which is to raiſe the Character of Anti- 


gone, by ſhewing that no Arguments could prevail with 
her to negle& her Duty to her dead Brother, which 
makes her the greater Object of Pity, when afterwards 
we ſee her miſerable Fate, | 


Day 


— 
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Day killed each other. And now we alone 
are left, conſider how vilely we periſh if we 
tranſgreſs the Sentence, or the Power of 'Ty- 
rants, given them by Virtue of the Laws; but 
it is proper to conſider this, that we are born 
Women, who cannot contend with Men; be- 
ſides, fince we are governed by Superiors, we 
ſhould ſubmit to theſe Things, and more 
rievous than theſe. I therefore aſking Par- 

don from thoſe under the Earth, that I am 
forced to ſuffer this, will obey © thoſe in 
Power ; for to enterprize Things which ex- 
ceed our Power, is a great Folly. 

Ant. 1 will neither command you, nor if 
you would do it, do I think that willingly 
you would a& with me; but let it be as you 
think fit, Iwill bury him. This Deed would 
pleaſe me, tho I died for it. Beloved III 
lye with him, with my Friend, acting pious 
Deeds by Craft; for longer is the Time in 
which I muſt pleaſe thoſe below, than thoſe 
here, for there I ſhall ever lye: But if it 
pleaſe thee, diſhonour thoſe Rites which the 
Gods do honour. 

Vin. I do not diſhonour them; but to do 
this againſt the Will of all the Citizens, is ve- 
ry difficult. 


© Thoſe in Porber.] Gr. 0 & ide geg, thoſe that 
walk in the End; for a Kingdom is the End or higheſt 
Degree of Power. 


Ant, 
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Ant. You may give thoſe Excuſes, but I 
will erect a Sepulchre, and will go to my 
dear Brother. 
In. Wo is me! how I fear for thee a 
Fricke? ah 

"og Fear not for me, direct your own 
MO | :* 

Vin. But you ſhall ſhew this Deed to none, 
ſecretly conceal it, and fo will I. 

Ant. Wo is me! ſpeak it out, for I ſhall 


hate you much more if you are ſilent, and de- 


clare it not to all the World. | 

Ihn. Thou haſt a couragious Heart in a 
dangerous Enterprize. | | 

Ant. But] know how to Acaſe thoſe whom 
chiefly I ſhould pleaſe. 

Vin. If you can, why not? But you love 
Things which are impoflible. | 

Ant. Therefore when I am not able I'll 
deſiſt. 

Vin. But it doth not become you chiefly to 
ſeek after Things which are difficult. 

Ant, It you will ſpeak thus, you will be 
odious to me, In Juſtice you will be odious 
to the Dead; but let me by my Raſhneſs ſuf- 
fer the bittereſt Puniſhment, fr I ſhall ſuffer 
nothing ſo great, that I ſhall not die honou- 
rably. | | 
In. If it ſeems good to thee go, but know 

this, in that Attempt thou ſheweſt thy ſelf 
unwiſe, tho pious to thy Brother. 
3 
Ac 
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ACT J. SCENE I. 5555 
Chorus, * + Ko 
S TROPHE L * 


Clo. Hail thou mot glorious: Light that 
ever ſhone on ſeven gated Thebes: Thou 
Eye of the golden Day waſt ſeen paſſin 
5 the d 3 Sade and dd frſs 
repel the fugitive Argians with a nimble 
Flight, who cagge with all their warlike Pre- 
paration, arm with white Bucklers. Theſe 
Polynices brought upon our Land, provoked 
thereto by a doubrful Strife with his Brother, 
(* as an Eagle ſhrill cries and flies upon the 
Land, covered with ſnowy Wings) armed with 
much Armour, and creſted Helmets. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 
Who tho' he ſtood upon the Tower, and 


d Dircean Streams.] Dirce was Wife of Lycus, King 
of Thebes, who was turned into a Fountain of that 
Name near Thebes, near which this Battle between 
Creon and the Argians was fought. 

e As an Eagle ſhrill cries.] The Poet by ſeveral me- 
taphorical Expreſſions compares Polynices to an Eagle, 


calling his Armour Wings, his ſeven Armies ſeven 
Beaks, &c, 


hiſſing 
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14 AN TIGON E. | 
hiſſing with bloody Spears round the ſeven 


gated City, went hence e' er his Cheeks were 
filled with our Blood, or Pitch and Fire had 
laid Waſte our Towers, ſuch a Fury of Bat- 
tle attack'd the Eagles Rear, that he became 
unable to oppoſe + his Adverſary the Dragon. 
Jovue hates the Boaſting of a proud Tongue, 
and ſeeing them come with great Violence, with 
Noiſe of golden Armour and Pride, caſt down 


t His Adverſary the Dragon.] The Scholiaſt ſays, 
that by the Dragon here, the Poet means the The- 
bans, as being deſcended of Draco the Son of Mars 
and Tilphoſa, one of the Erinnys; and by the Eagle 


Polynices, to repreſent the Terror of the Battle which 


was between them : But it is more probable to ſuppoſe 
the Poct meant to ſhew that Hatred which was be- 
tween the two Brothers. For Plutarch in his Book, 
De Invidia & Odin, ſays, that between thoſe two A- 
nimals there is ſo prodigious a Hatred, that their Blood 


when they are killed, mingled together, will not in- 


corporate into each other. Homer Iliad XII. v. 201. 
deſcribes a Battle between them. And Virgil likewiſe 
Aneid. XI. v. 751. 


"AteTog Urige in' agireiges Aa roy wr, 
Denia dogxoria Pig wr wiiort, winwggr, 

Zb, it d ui ga, X tw A xagung: 

Ki ð avr'y tx,ovie if, 513%, nary Jacks. 


Utq; volans alte, raptum cum fulva Draconem, 
Fert aquila, implicuitq; pedes, atq; unguibus hæſit; 
Socius at ſerpens ſinuoſa volumina verſat, 

Arrettiſq; horret ſquamis, & ſibilat ore, 

Arduus inſurgens; illa haud minus urget obunco, 
Luftantem roſtro, ſimul ethera verberat alis. 


Capa- 


AW TI on 15 
Capaneus with a Thunder: bolt, haſting to 
boaſt of Victory upon the Walls. 


STROPHE II. 


The Leader Capaneus being ſtruck, fell 
back upon the Earth, who then raging, 
breathed fierce Fury againſt - the City with 
the Violence of the moſt terrible Winds; 
thus was it on one Side, and great Mars ru- 
ling the right Wing, and overthrowing their 
Ranks, diſtributed other Evils among others. 
The ſeven Leaders being poſted at the ſeven 
Gates, and all engaged in fingle Combar a- 
gainſt an equal Number, left their brazen 
Arms for Jupiter the Vanquiſher. Except 
the terrible Brothers, who being born of 
one Father and one Mother, againſt each o- 
ther arming their victorious Spears, did both 
partake the Lot of common Death. 


s The Leader Capaneus.] He was Huſband to E- 
vadne, and the fifth Czptain againſt Thebes, who, juſt 
as he had mounted the Walls by the Help of the 
KAiuexe;, Or ſcaling Ladders, of which ſome will have 
him to have been the firſt Contriver, he was beaten 
down and ſlain with Stones, This gave Occafion to 
the Poets, to feign that he was ſtruck down with a 
Thunderbolt. Euripides introduces, Adraſtus ſpeaking, 
thus of him, becauſe Perſons killed with Lightening 
were thought hateſul to the Gods, and therefore deni- 
ed burial and funeral Rites. 


H 30245, le ggy 46 ven JA Fins ; 
Shall he apart be bury'd as dccurſed? 


ANT I- 
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ANTISTROPHE II. 


But glorious Victory came grateful to fam'd 
Thebes. But now forget theſe Wars, and let us 
50 to all the Temples of the Gods with night- 

Choirs; and let Bacchus, who reigns in 
hebes, be our Leader. 

But the King of the Land, Crecn, the Son 
of Menæceus, having received ſome late Com- 
mands of the Gods comes, revolving ſome ſe- 
rious Thoughts, * for he hath called a Coun- 
cil of the Seniors. 


h He hath called a Council of Seniors.] The Perſons 
whom Creon ſummoned to attend his Council, con- 
fiſted of the moſt antient Men of the City: The Of- 
fice of the Chorus being more proper to the hoary Head, 
than thoſe of younger Years; viz. to reprove, give 
Counſel in Affairs of Importance, comfort the ſorrow- 
ful, c. This Sophocles every where obſerves, for 
where his Chorus conſiſt of Men, they are always ſup- 
poſed to be the moſt antient. In Ajax they conſiſt of 
old Salaminian Sailors; in Oedipus Tyrannus,, of old 
Theban Peieſts and Citizens; in Oed. Col. of antient 
Athenians; in the PhiloFetes, of antient Sailors who 
followed Pyrrhus in his Ship. 
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G C Chorus, 
FE honourable Chicks of n 


1 2 having ſhoke the R 
again have raiſed it, 
ſent my Meſſengers for you to come ſep 
from all che reſt, knowing this well, that you 
always revered the Power and the Government 
of Laius; and likewiſe of Oedipus when 
he ruled the City, and when he died, that 
you ſtill remained in the ſame firm Faith to- 
wards his Children. And ſince that they have 
fallen in one Day by a mutual Fate, firiking 
and ſtricken with their own impious Hands, 
I poſſeſs the Power and Kingdoms by Right 
of Affinity to thoſe who fell. It is difficult 
to learn the Heart, and Thoughts, and Soul 
of any Man, before he holds the Reins of 
Governments, and adminiſters the Laws; 
but whoever ruling a whole City doth not 
follow the beſt Counſels, but out of Fear 


I is difficult to learn the Heart.] This i is a prover- 
dial Speech, firſt £, | es by one of the wiſe Men, a xd 
4.3— alte. i. e. ower will ſhew what a Man is. 


Vor. IL B nuts 


18 AXTIGORNE, 


A ſhuts his Mouth, both heretofore was; and 3 
1 now ſhall be looked upon by me the baſeſt of 
Men; and whoſoever eſteems his Friend mnofe 

than his Countrey, I by no Means call him a 

4 Friend. For I (let Jouve know it, who ſees 
all Things for ever) cannot continue in Si- 
1 lence, ſeeing a Loſs coming upon the Citizens, 
Wt inſtcad of Safety; nor would I ever accept of 
Wa an Enemy of my Countrey for a Friend to my 
4 ſelf. For I am ſenſible of this, that oof 
Countfey is that which preſerves us all, and 
failing with it right, we make more Friends; 
with theſe Laws I will enlarge the City. And 
now I Have Decrees of Kin to theſe to pto- 
elaim to the Citizens concerning the Children 
of Oedipus, to lay up Eteocles in a Sepulchre, 
who fighting for his City periſhed, perform- 
the nobleſt Deeds in War, and cover up 
Things with him which are given to the 
nobleſt of the Dead: And again, that his Bro- 
ther, (Polynices I ſay, who coming a fugitive 2 
to his Countrey and kindred Gods, would burn 
them with Fire from the Foundation, would 
feed upon the common Blood, and reducing 
them to Slavery, lead them away) ſhould be 
forbid the City, that any ſhonld lay him in a 
Sepulchre, nor lament for him, but that he 
be ſuffered to lie unburied, and to be beheld 
as a Carcaſe miſerably preyed upon, and torn 7 
by Dogs and Fowls of the Air. Such is my 
Sentence, nor fhall the wicked ever have of 
me the Honour of the Juſt ; bur\, whoſocver 


_ 
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is benevolent to this City, in Death and Life 
he ſhall be alike honoured of me. 1007 97 
- Cho. Theſe Things cherefore pleaſe 'thee, 
0 Creon, Son of Menæceus, concerning: him 
who was an Enemy to this City, and the o- 
ther who was its Friend; it is every Way in 
your Power to eſtabliſh Laws concerning the 
Dead, and as many of us as live. 
Cre. Therefore you ſhould now be Oer 
ſeers of the aforeſaid Commands. | 
Cho. Lay that Burthen on ſome Youth. ' © / 
* There are a epers of theCur- 
Cho. What other Thing is char you © Come 
mand beſides? 
Cre. Not to favour thoſe who diſabey the 
Decree. _ 
y Cre. There is no fuch Fool who deſires to 
e. 
Cre. That i is, indeed, the n of Dit. 
obedience; but through NN of n m 
Men have been ruined. 


4 


4 Tho * 


1 


Ae II. Seid y 


Me eſenger, Crean, Chorus. g ' _ by: 


227 O King, I will not fay that ſwift and 
hardly breathing I came with nimble” Pace; 
= I had many Refiſtances of Cares, turn- 

ing my ſelf round in the Way for to return. 

y thinking Soul ſpoke many Things to me. 

7 Miſe- 
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Miſerable Man! Whither goeſt thou? Wi. 
ther wilt thou go and ſuffer Puniſhment? 


Thou Wretch, wilt thou ſtill tarry? Creon 
will know theſe Things from ſome other 
Men; and then will you not have Reaſen ro 


Death. 

Cre. What is it, from whence proceeds 
thy Diſcouragement? 

Meſj. I will tell you all Things that relate 
ro my ſelf, I neither did that Deed, nor did I 
ſee who did i it, nor juſtly ſhould I fall into any 


Damage. 


Cre, You aim well, and palliate this Buſi- 
neſs ; you ſignify to ſhew ſomething new. 

Mefſ. Great Dangers cauſe great Fear. 

Cre. Wilt thou not ſpeak therefore, and 


afterwards go away freed? 


Meſſ. Therefore I will inform thee, that 


ſome body this paſt Inſtant having buried the 


dead Carcaſe, went away, and ſprinkling dry 
Duſt upon the Body, En all decent 
funeral Rites. 
Cre. What ſayeſt thou? What Man is he 
who. dared to do thefe Things? | 
Me. I know not, for there" wed weiche 
Mark — there, or Trench —_— 
e 


L 


4 
1 
4 1 


43 


repent? Revolving on theſe Thoughts, being 
flow, I came along with Leiſure, and fo the 
ſhort Way became long, In the End I came 
to this Reſolution, to come hither; but if I 
ſay nothing agreeable yet I will ſpeak, relying 2 
on this Hope, that I ſhall ſuffer nought but 


r 


; 
; 
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che Earth plain and untrodden, nor tracked 
by Wheels, but he was ſome unmarked Work- 
er: And as the firſt Watchman of this 
Day tells the Story, “ it was a ſurpriſing 
Miracle to all. He was not quite interr'd, 
nor was there any Tomb erected, but there 
was caſt on him a little ſmall Duſt as of 


done who avoided the Pollution, no Signs of 


k It was a farprijing Miracle.) The Meſſenger who 
brings this News intends to amuſe Creon, and make 
him think the Action was ſomething ſupernatural ; and 
therefore that the Gods condemned his Sentence as im- 
pious, that he might either revoke it, or flacken his 
Search for the Authors of the Sepulture. For it ap- 
pears by ſeveral Paſſages in this Play, that none of the 
Thehans favoured his Decree; and though he called a 
Council on this Occaſion, it was not to conſult with 
them whether the making of ſuch a Decree were con- 
venient or not, but to inform them that he had actually 
reſolved upon it, and he being tyrannical in his Govern- 
ment, they durſt not oppoſe him, though willingly 
they would have done it. All this may be gathered 
from theſe Places following compared together. Ad 
III. Scene I. where Creon ſays to Hem, Shall the Ci. 
ty tell me what I ought to order; with Act II. Scene IV. 
where Antigone ſays to Creon , For fear of you they ſhut 
their Mouths, And this is the uſual Manner of Ty- 
rants, to ſeem to enact their Decrees in Conjunction 
with, . and by the Advice of others, that they might 
appear juſt, when they are nothing leſs, 

| As of one who avoided the Pollution.) Among the 
Ancients it was reckoned a great Crime for any to paſs 
by a dead Carcaſe which lay unburied, and not to 
bury it, and they who were guilty of that Crime 
were called Piaculares, or impious. Hor, Lib. I. 
Ode 28. introduceth the Manes of Archyta:, who was 
caſt away, thus curſing any Sailor who ſhould 


BY - +> Beaſts 


Beaſts coming and tearing jt, or of Dog ap- 
"peared; but ill Words were heard among us, 


22 ANT1GONE. 


one Keeper blamed another, and had they 


e to Blows, none was near to have pre- 


vented them, for every one ſeemed to be hi 


that did it, tho none was proved fo, but de- 

nied he knew ought of it. * We ſtood ready * 

to take up burning Irons in our Hands, to go 

* by and not perform due funeral Rites to his 
y 


Debita jura viteſque ſuperbe | 
Te maneant ipſum, precibus non linguar inultis. 
m Wie flood ready to take up burning Irons.] It was an 


ancient Cuſtom for Perſons to ſwear to the Truth of © 
what they ſaid, by throwing red hot Iron Wedges into 


the Sea, after pronouncing many Curſes againſt them- 


ſelves if they ſhould break their Vow, to ſignify there- 
by that the Oath would remain inviolate as long as the 


Iron ſhould remain in the Sea without ſwimming, It 3 


was thus Ariſtides bound himſelf and his Soldiers to 
make their intended Invaſion upon Per/ia, after they 
had defeated the Forces of Xerxes. Alſo they had 
another Way to clear themſelves from the Imputation 3 
of Crimes, which was thus: The Perſon accuſed crept * 
upon his Hands and Knces through the Fire, or held 
in his Hands the ysJ2@- or red hot Iron, and thoſe 


who were not guilty of the Crime laid to their Charge, 
received no hurt by the Fire. And this Oath the Meſ- 


ſenger tells Crean all the Guards were ready to take, 
that they neither buried Polynices themſelves, nor were 
any way privy to the Action. =_ 

T he Saxons of this Land had a Cuſtom not much 


- differing from this, called the Fiery Ordeal. The 
Manner of this Feſt was thus: The Perſon accuſed pas- 


fed Mlindfold through Plough Shares red hot, placed 
at unequal Diftance from'cach other. Emma the Mo- 


through 
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chrough Fire, and ſwear by the Gods, that we 
neither interred the Body, nor were confede- 
rates with him who firſt deviſed it, or who 
effected it. But in the End, when they find 
out nothing more, one ſpeaks, who cauſed all 
to bend thejr Heads towards the Ground for 
Fear; we had nothing to anſwer again, nor 
knew well what elſe to do; and his Counſel 
was, that Deed muſt be diſcloſed ro you, 
and not concealed; and this Opinion ſoon-pre- 
vail'd, and Lot obliged me, an unfortunate 
Man to undertake a that we Work, and Iam 
preſent unwillingly, with thoſe that will not 
willingly receive me, for I know that none 
favours a Meſſenger of ill News. 150 

Cho. O King, my Thoughts imagined once 
with my ſelf whether that was not the Work 
of the Gads. | | 


Anger and be fqund a Fool, and old Man too; 
you ſpeak intolerable Things, ſaying that the 
Gods have any Care concerning this dead Bo- 
dy. Will they honour him with Burial as a 
= Benefaftor, who came to ſer on Fire their 
= pillared Temples, and Offerings, and to lay 
= waſte their Lands and Laws? Doſt thou ſee 
the Gods honouring the Wicked? It is not 1o, 
But formerly the Citizens ſcarce bearipg theſe 
* 


ther of Edward the Confeſſor, paſſed through this Or- 
dalium, and ſo vindicated her Honour from the Scan- 
dal of Adultery with Alwyn Biſhop of Wincheſter. | 
n That goed Wark.) This is meant Ironically. 


B4 Decrecy 


_— 


Cre. Ceaſe, e er ſpeaking you fill me with | 


* 
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Decrees, ſpoke againſt me, ſecretly ſhaking 
their Heads, nor did they as they ought bend 
their Creſts under my Yoke, fo as to favour 
me. And I know well that ſome of them by 
Rewards are induced to do theſe Things. For 
there is no ſuch Evil ever ſprung up among 
Men as Money: o That lays waſte Cities, ſtirs 
up domeſtick Strifes: That teaches and 
changes the good Minds of Men to betake 
themſelves to baſe Deeds, hath inſtructed Men 
to practiſe Frauds, and know the Impiety of 
every Act. But as many as hired by Reward 
have conſented to do this Act, have done it 
in a Time that they ſhall ſuffer the Puniſh- 
ment due to their Crimes: For as I have a due 
Reverence for fove, know this well (ſworn 
I fay to thee) unleſs you ſhew the Author of 
this Sepulchre before my Eyes, Death alone 
ſhall not ſuffice for you; e're living and hang- 
ing up you ſhall declare the Authors of this 
Affront, that you may know from whence 
Gain pught to be got. And hereafter you 
may learn, that it is not good to get Gain by 
every Thing, but by filthy Gains you may ſee 
more damnified than enriched. 


o That lays waſte Cities.) Philip King oſ Macedon 
often found this true, of whom it was ſaid, that not 
himſelf, but his Gold overcame Greece; and when at 
a particular Time it was told him, that a certain Gari- 
ſon was impregnable, he replied, cannot an Aſs loaden 
with Money enter into it. For 

Xov7%; avoiye: rFavia x aide v 
Money opens all Things, even the Gates of Hell. 
| Ma 


* 

ot 1 

© LY Ih. 

8 
8 


— ys — „„ OE RR SCRQ<<CEIMRSAS 
2 8 aaa e OI. OD OTE 

3 - 8 8 a 1 4 2 Ry F N Oi TOY r TO SPY. ! Ay ro oh 
MT ea a. 2 7 2 r 2 4 _—_ OF . s SOT. 
N 1 a "OY de F . y v 8 5 5 A as" a el $4 AI 8 Y * 1 1 ＋ 4 9, K . 
A fo LW, Hg 


—_ 


, a. a fs. OE. 


_ANT1GONE. ” 
Meſſ Do you permit me to ſpeak an 
Thing? Or ſhall I return, and go as I — 

Cre. Do you not know how troubleſome 
your Talk is? 
Meſſ. Are you bis in che Ear or Mind? 
Cre. Why do you ſearch out my Grief, 


and where it lies? 
Mefſſ. He who did it torments your 8 


but I your Ears. 


Cre, Wo is me! how thou art all mere 
Talk. 

Meſj. Did therefore 1 do that Deed? - 

Cre. Ay, and by that didſt betray thy Life 
for Money. 

Mel. Wo is me! it is cruel, if it ſeems 
true, to ſuſpect a Thing that is falſe. 

Cre. Palliate your Crime with florid Speech; 
but if you will not ſhew me who did this 
Thing, you ſhall fay that Gains unjuſtly got 
are dangerous, 

Meſſ. May he by all means be found out. 
Apart. But whether he be taken or not (for 
Fortune will determine that) you ſhall not 
ſee me returning hither again; and now pre- 
ſerved beyond my Hope and Thoughts, I owe 
the Gods much Thanks. 


AcT 
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Ac T II. Sctxe III. 
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Cho, There are many ſubtle Things, but 
nothing more ſubtle ban Man; He traverſes 
the hoary Main in ſtormy Winds by the 
ratling ee of ſwoln Sails, and pierces 


* 
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the ſupreme incorruptible Land of the im- Z 
mortal Gods, Vear after Year * to 
plow it with Harſe-kind. 1 


ANTISTROPHE L 


And ſkilful Man encloſing with his Nets, 
takes the Tribe of winged Birds, wild Beaſts, 
and Marine kind of Fiſhes ; And overcomes 
by Arts the fierce Beaſt that treads the Moun- 
tains, and taking the hairy necked Horſe, 
puts the Yoke about his Ne eck, and moun- 
fainequs UNO] Bull. 


4 
bi 
41 
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STROPHE I. 
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He hath learnt Eloquence, noiſie Cavils, and 
Quarrels about Right of Government, to a- 
void the Injuries of rainy Weather and of cold 
Habitations; expert in all Things, unſkill'd 
in nothing that will come, will only not in -„ 
droducs i 
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troduce the Means to eſcape Death, but hath 
to eſcape dangerous Diſeaſes. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Having Arts beyond Hope, and the Power 


Countrey Laws, but may he for ever be ex- 
pell'd who hath nor the Courage to do what 
Juſtice requires; may he, I ſay, be ever ba- 
niſh'd hence as the hated Object of my Soul's 
Averſion, who is no better inſtructed. _ 

I conſider that great Miracle, and how ſee- 
ing it can I deny, that this is Antigone: O 
miſerable Daughter of a miſerable Father, 
Oedipus ! 1 is brought in.] What 
therefore do they bring thee in as a Rebel to 
the King's Laws, and having taken thee in 


thy Imprudence ? Mo 
100 This is ſhe who did that Deed, we 
took her burying him. But where is Creon? 

Cho. In a fit Time he comes out of the 
Palace. 5 


E of doing the moſt ingenious Acts, ſometimes 
I abandons himſelf to Impiety, and ſometimes 
8 conducts himſelf by the ſtricteſt Rules of Vir- 
p tue. He is a noble Citizen who obſerves his 


Acr 


28 


hath happened. 


ANTIGONE. 
Ac l. ScExE IV. 
Creon, Meſſenger, Chorus, Antigone. 
Cre. What is it, what condign Puniſhment 


Meß My Lord, there is nothing that Men 
ſhould forſwear, the former Thought falſifies 
the other; for I (wore that at my Leiſure I 
would come hither. becauſe of thoſe Threats 
with which I was diſturbed: But unhoped-for 
Joy hath no Pleaſure equal to it, and I come 


according to the Truſt repoſed in me, altho' 
forſworn, bringing this Maid which was found 


porn the Sepulchre. Here there was no 


Lot c 


, this is all my own private Gain, 


and belongs not to any other; and now taking 


her your ſelf, my Lord, judge and convict 
her as you will; but for my Part, you ought 
to free me from the leaſt Suſpicion of having 
any Share in this Crime. 

Cre. Doſt thou bring her? How? from 
whence ? 
Me. She buried the Corpſe. | 

Cre. Art thou in thy Wits ? Or doſt thou 


truly ſay what thou ſayeſt? 


Meſj. 1 ſaw her burying that dead Body 
whom you prohibited from Burial, I ſpeak 


Things plain and clear. 


Cre. How was ſhe ſeen and found ? 


* 


Meſſ. 
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Meſſ. Thus was the Caſe: When we were 
come back, having been threaten'd with grie- 


vous Threats by you, ' bruſhing away all the 
Duſt which covered the Carcaſe, and well 


FX. uncovering the rotting Body, we "fate ex- 


poſed to the Wind on the higheſt Hills, a- 
voiding it leſt it put forth an ul Scent. One 
Man provoked another with perpetual: Re- 
proaches, if any one chanced to ſlacken his 
iligence: And thus the Time vas ſpent 
while the Sun's ſplendid Circle ſhone on high, 
diffuſing Heat all round, and there aroſe from 
the Earth a Whirlwind, a celeſtial raging 
Tempeſt, fills the Field, ſhaking all the 
Leaves of the Woods throughout the Coun» 
trey, the whole Sky was filled with Duſt, we 
cloſed our Eyes to avoid it, but ſome God 
had almoſt taken away our Senſes. After 
ſome Time, when this was paſt, the Maid 
appears and bitterly cries out, with the ſhrill 
Voice of a Bird, who, when her young are 
flown, ſees her Neſt deſerted. And thus as 
ſhe beholds the naked Carcaſe, ſhe laments 
with ſad Complaints, and bitterly curſed thoſe 
who did that Deed; by and by ſhe bears dry 
Duſt in her Hands, and from a Veflel of an 
ingenious Worker in Braſs, copiouſly adorns 
the Carcaſe with ſepulchral Libarions. We 
ſeeing come, and immediately catch her not 
at all diſmayed; we argue with her concern- 
ing her former Deeds; ſhe was not backward 
to own any Thing, but it was both bitter ang 
2 pleaſant 
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pleaſant to me: For that was moſt pleaſant 
that I ſhould be freed 9 bit _ 
to bri Friends into Miſc But 
fer — — Safety to all Things. 2 
Cre. Speak thou who bendeſt thy Head to 
the Ground; wilt thou confeſs, or ale deny 
thou didſt that Fact. a 
Ant. I own] did, and do nd it. 
Cre. You may go whereſoever you will, 
free from all Harm. [To the Meſſenger.) But 


do thou tell me, not tediouſly, but in few 
Words, whether thou kneweſt not chat theſe 
Things were forbidden. | 

Ant. I knew, why not? For they were 
plainly forbid. 

Cre. And doſt thou then dare to tranſpreſs 
the Laws? 


Ant. It was not Joe, nor Vengeance 
Companion of the Gods below, who decreed 
thoſe Laws to Men; nor did I think that your 
Decrees could revail ſo much, that being 
only a mortal you could run down the 
unwritten firm and lawful Decrees of the 
Gods; they are not of yeſterday, but they for 
ever live; none knows from ' whence they 
came, nor will I, fearing the Haughtineſs of 
any Man, ſuffer Puniſhment of the Gods for 
the Violation of thoſe Laus. I knew that I 
ſhould die (why not?) if you had not decreed 
it, and if I die before my Time, I'll count it 
Gain; for whoſoever lives as I do, in great 
Evils, how will not he eſteem i it Gain to die? 


80 


„ * 8 x) 
8 ** TE - 3 «44.8 
IT IP Ry * Fd 1 «<4 5 

— * TERS TI - wy day 8 % , — 


8 Tr = 
"5 N 


* gu * n 
a : . 1 1 
2 * ths - 
8 


5 1 , 
5 MII 


$8; h 8 2 
28 As As 
"II Nos 8 
. 1 * 8 

9 * ow N 


* 


ke 

a» 
Y 
--4Y 
= 
_— 
= 
-Y 
* 1 
_ 
4 ; 
4 
1 9 ” 


r 


ä 


- ng PCD - 2; 
n 
7 2 Lo % 9 1 1 
2 abt ER I 
8 4 \ of 


"3 9.0 


AN TIGOR E. 31 


So to ine to enjoy that Fate is no Trouble; 
but if I ſuffered him a dead Carcaſs to lie 
unburied, who is the Son of my own Mother; 
for that I ſhould grieve, not for the other. 
But if I ſeem to you to act fooliſhly, Towe 
my ſeeming Folly to your fooliſh Fantek 
in thinking ſo. 

Cho. Stre declares her far the ctuel Off- 
ſpring of a cruel Father; ſhe knows not how 
to ſubmit to Evils. 

Cre. But know that fierceſt Minds ſubmit 
moſt, that the ſtrongeſt Iron burnt; you 
may ſee broke and bruiſed, and with a ſmall 
Rein I have known the fierceſt Horſes taught. 
It is not fit that he be of a lofty Spirit 
who is a Servant to others. She learnt well 
to act impiouſly, when ſhe dared to tranſgreſs 
the eſtabliſhed Laws; but when ſhe had done 
one Injury, it is another Crime to glory in 
what the had done, and laugh at it. Now TI 
am no more a Man, but ſhe, if unpuniſhed; 
takes all this Freedom; but if the were born 
of our own Siſter, or of any nearer than do- 
meſtick Jove is to us all, the and her Siſter 
ſhall not eſcape moſt cruel Death ; for I like- 
wiſe accuſe her to have contrived this Burial. . 
Call her forth, for I faw her juſt now ra- 
ging, nor in her right Senſes; for thoſe who 


contr ive their Crimes in Darkneſs, are com- 


monly firſt betrayed by their own guilty 
Mind; and truly I hate when any one ay 
wou 
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— afterwards excuſe the Fault with fair 
ords. 

Ant. Wouldſt thou do any Thing more 
than kill me ? — 

Cre. Nothing, for with your th I ſhall 
be ſatisfied. 

Ant. What therefore wouldſt 3 As none 
of your Words pleaſe me, even ſo my Words 


Pleaſe not you ; but how could I obtain great- 
er Glory, than by intombing my own Bro- 


ther? That may be faid to pleaſe all theſe, if 
2 ear did not tye their Tongues. But Ty- 
as in many other Things it is happy, 
ſo ll iſe in this, that it is lawful for it to 
do and ſay as it will. 
Cre. Doſt thou alone of all the Thebans 
ſee this? 
Ant. They ſee it too, but for ſear of. you 
they ſhut their Mouths. 

Cre. Doſt thou not bluſh, if thou diſſenteſt 
from them? 

Ant. It is not baſe to revere my own Rela- 
tions ? 


Cre. And is not he your Brother dint lies 
under the Earth? 

Ant. Of the ſame Father and — 

Cre. Why therefore doſt thou give Honour 
to that impious Wretch? 

Ant. Even the other dead Brother will not 
witneſs ſo. 

Cre. Thou honoureſt him equal wich that 
Villain. 

Ant. 


prove this Deed ? 
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Ant. He was not his Servant, but his Bro- 
ther, who fell. 

Cre. Truly, waſting the Land, while the 
other defended it. | 5 

Ant. But Death it ſelf requires theſe 

Cre. But a good Man ſhould not ſhare like 
Fate with a bad one. | 

Ant. Who can ſay but the Gods below ap- 


Cre. An Enemy is no Friend, though 
dead. | 25 3houU 
Ant. J was not born to hate with others; 


x 
but! 
but love. 
1 

* 


Cre. When thou ſhalt deſcend below, if 


3 they muſt be beloved, love them who are 
chere; but while I live, a Woman {hall not 


_ - 
= * 
„7 5 , 
x rc1gn. 


Cho. Tfmene is before the Gates, a Cloud 


J hangs on her Eyebrows, and a Flood of Tears 
X ſhed for her Siſter deforms her, dying her 
beauteous Cheeks, 


Ac l. Scene V. 


Creon, Iſinene, Antigone, Chorus. | 
Cre. Ha! Traytreſs, are you there? You, 


who at home, as a venomous Serpent let 


4 looſe, ſecretly haſt fed upon my Vitals. I did not 


underſtand before that I brought up two ſuch 


3 vile Oppoſers of my lawful Power. Speak, 
ell me; will you own that you partook of 


Vol. II. GE this 
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of Words. 


Hand in. It ſhall ſuftice I die my ſelf. 


1 


you? 


Eſcape 
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this Sepulture, or would you ſwear you ddl 3 
not know of it? 
In. If ſhe agrees thereto, I partake chere- | 3 
of, and bear part of the Guilr. 4 

Ant. But Juſtice will not ſuffer that, fince 
you neither would, nor did I communicate 
with you in that Act. 1 

Vin. But I am not ſo aſhamed of your | 
Crime, that I will not make my {elf a Com- 
panion in your Sufferings. 

Ant. Whoſe that Deed is, Pluto and wi 
Gods below can witneſs. I favour not a lover | 4 


7 


In. O Siſter, do not diſhonour me by not 
permitting me to die with you, that I may 
ſanctify my ſelf by my Death. 3 

Ant. Neither ſhould you die with me, nor 
make that your own Act, which you had no 


Vin. And what Life will be delightful to 
me, bereaved of you ? 43 
Ant. Aſk Creon, you are one who hath a 3 
Reſpect for him. Y 
In. Why doſt thou torment me while 
thou gaineſt no Advantage to thy ſelf thereby? 
Ant. Iam grieved, tho' I laugh at the. 
Im. In what other Thing can I aſſiſt 


Ant. Save your ſelf, I do not envy your 
72 Wo is me a Wretch! 4 
2 Ani , 43 | 
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Ant. You have choſe to live, I to die. 
Ihn. But not according to my Words which 
] had yet to ſpeak. 

Ant. Thou thoughteſt thy ſelf wile in theſe 
Words, but I in theſe think my ſelf ſo. 

Inn. But the Fault is equal to us both. 

Ant. Be confident, you ſhall live. I ſtrug- 
gled long with Life, and now I give it up to 
benefit the Dead. | 
Cre. One of theſe Girls ſeems mad, but 
now: But the other, ever ſince ſhe was born, 

= was ſo. | 

I/m. The Minds, my Lord, of wicked Per- 
ſons, remain not wicked, but are converted. 

Cre. But thy Mind remains wicked, ſince 
vith a wicked Woman you have choſen to act 
wicked Deeds. 
In. And what to me were deſirable in Life 
without her? . 

Cre. Do you not that regard, for ſhe is no 
more. 

1/m. Will you kill the Spouſe of your 
Son ? 
Cre. Children may be got of others. 
Vn. But they agreed not on ſuch Condi- 
tions. 

Cre. I hate my Children ſhould marry 
wicked Wives. 

Ant. 9 O dear Hæmon, how thy Father 
flights thee? 


4 

_— 
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oO dear Hæmon, how thy Father flights thee?) This 
Tendemeſs of Antizoe for Hmmm is not at all unworthy 


,—_ 
_ 
+» 
3 & 2 Cre 
t, = 0 
9 
1 
« 


* 


4 \ 
te. woes... S» ow... wal wy 
« 4 * S as 


- ＋ * = — 
2 


—. 22 + Free 
A =. Pp - * 
2 — 323. 
22 - "2 _ = 2 3 23 Za 


AS 


36 ANTIGONE. 
Cre. You grieve much, and your Nuptials 

are diſturbed. Ay 
In. Will you deprive your Son of her? 
Cre. The Grave will end thoſe Nuptials. 
1/m. It is, it ſeems, decreed that ſhe muſt 

die. ; 

Cr. And thou likewiſe, cauſe no Delays, 


but receive her into the Palace, ye Maids; | 


from henceforth they ſhall not be ſer free, for 
even the Daring fly when they ſee approach- i 


ing Death. 


Acr II. Scsxs VI. 
Chorus. 
STROPHE I, 
Cho. Happy are they whoſe Lives do 


taſte no Evil; for thoſe upon whoſe Family 


the Gods bring Afflictions, no kind of Ill doth 
fail coming upon the laſt of their whole Off- 
ſpring: As the Waves of the Sea, when the 
fad Thracian Winds exert their Rage againſt 
the liquid Element, roul out of the deep A- | 
byſs a black heap of muddy Sand, and the 
beaten Shores reſound. 


her Character, nor the leaſt Breach of Modeſty; for 
though ſhe was not married to him, yet ſhe was be- 
trothed, which among the Antients, was almoſt as 
great an Engagement as Marriage, 


ANT 
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ANTISTROPHE I. 


I ſee the antient Evils of the falling Houſe 
of Labdacus renewed again, nor Death the 
ſuffering of one Race, free the other from the 
Anger of the Gods, which {till purſyes them 
to Deſtruction. One glorious Branch ſprang 
from the antient Stock in the Houſe of Oedi- 
pus, and the cruel Duſt of the Gods below 
cuts her down, the Folly of her Words, and 
Fury of her Mind, | 


STROPHE II. 


O Jove ] what Man by his Pride can re- 
ſtrain thy Power, whom no Sleep doth ſeize, 
which brings old Age on all Things, nor per- 
petual ſucceeding Months affect: An ever living 
Prince thou art, yet never old, who poſicileſt 
bright Olympus. Paſt, preſent, and to come, 
are all with thee alike; p this Law by no 
Means extends to Mortals, that it ſhould free 
them all together from Evils, 4%. 


p This Law by no Means.) That Law which the Fates 
have decreęd from all Eternity concerning ove, by which 
he is immortal and incorruptible, King of Heaven, 
by no Means reaches Mortals; that they ſhould be 
xagis, & ixrbs dr», free from Sufferings: But on the 
Frl. they are ſubject to Mortality, and many other 
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ANTISTROPHE II. 
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Hope, a Help to many Men, deceitful to 
the vain Deſires of others, enſnares him who | 
thinks himſelf ſecure, before he runs into 
Danger. A famous Proverb appears to have 
been wiſely ſpoken, That what is evil will 
ſeem good to bim whoſe Mind God leads to 
that Evil from which he is but a ſhort while 
preſerved. | 4 

But Hæ mon, the younger of your Children, 
comes lamenting the Fate of his eſpouſed An- 
tigone, grieving to be defrauded of his Bride, 
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uh Aer III. Scrns I. 


Creon. Hæmon, Chorus. 


E ſhall ſoon know better than a- 


1.7 

I Ce. 

4. ny Prophet. My Son, is it ſo, 
. My 4 chat hearing the final Sentence 
* of your 3 you are come in 
| Anger with your Father? Are we not, in 


228 
* 


whatſoever we do, acceptable to thee? _ 
| Hem. O Father, I am yours, and you go- 
14.0% yern by a right Judgment, and which I will 
| follow: It is fit that no Marriage ſhould be 
eſtcemed 
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ANTIGONE. 39 
eſteemed greater to me than you governing 


well. | 
Cre. For ſo my Child it is fit you think in 

your Mind, that all Things are of leſs Eſteem 

than your Father's Will : Ir is for this Men 


| | pray for Children, that begetting them they 


may have them obedient in their Houſes, that 
they may repay their Enemy with Evil, and 
honour their Friend equal with their Father : 
But whoſoever begets unprofitable Children, 
what elſe can you ſay he doth, but beget Sor- 
rows for himſelf, and much Cauſe of Laughter 
for his Enemies? Do not therefore, my Son, ſa- 
crifice your Reaſon to the Love of a Woman, 
knowing what a cold Reception it 1s to lie 
within the Arms of a wicked Woman. What 
more dangerous Wound than what is given 
by a falſe Friend? Therefore as one who ſpits 
upon his hated Foe, deſpiſe her, and ſuffer 
the Girl to marry ſome among the Dead. 
Since I have plainly caught her the only Rebel 
of all the City, I will not prove my ſelf a Trai- 
tor to it, but will kill her, and therein let her 
implore Joe the Guardian of Kindred; for if 
I ſuffer Diſorders to go unpuniſhed in my own + 
Relations, much more I ſhould in Strangers. 
He that is juſt among his own Relations, will 
ſhew himſelf juſt to the City; but whoſoever 
violates the Laws, and thinks to order thoſe 
in Power, it is impoſſible that he ſhould ever 
get Praiſe of me: But whom the City hath 
placed in Power, it is fit to hear him in ſmall 

C 4 Things, 
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Who ſuffered not her own Brother, falling in 
Fight, lying unburied, to be deſtroyed by de- 


g& | Arion. 


Things or in great, juſt or unjuſt, and he who 
doth I am confident would govern and obey | 
well, and being placed in the Storms of War, 
would remain a good Ally. For there is no 
greater Evil than Diſobedience; it deſtroys 
Cities, it ſets Houſes at Strife, and in War it 

ts the brave Commander to Flight, But 
Obedience preſerves many Subjects: So Go- 
vernments are to be defended by good Men, 
and by no means to be ſubjected by a Woman; 
for it is better, if it muſt be, to fall by a 
Man, than to be called the Subjects of Wo- 
men. 

Cho. Unleſs thro' Age we are deprived of 
Senſe, you ſeem to diſcourſe well upon this 
Subject. 
| Hem. O Father, the Gods give Men a ra- 
tional Mind, which is the moſt excellent of 
all Riches ; but that you ſay not theſe Things 
right, I neither can nor know how to judge; | 
for it may be that this may ſeem well to ano- 
ther, but your Intereſt ought to be my Care, 
in whatſoever is ſaid or done concerning you, 
and when you are reproached your Eye is 
terrible to the vulgar People, if they ſpeak 
Words which are contrary to your Will. But 
I in ſecret can hear how the City laments this 
Maid, who of all Women does moſt unwor- 
thily and baſely die for the moſt noble Deeds. 
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vouring Dogs or Birds, Is not this worthy to 
| obtain 
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obtain golden Honour? And this is the Re- 
port which is ſecretly ſpread abroad; but to 
me, my Father, there is no more precious 
Treaſure than your Profperity. What grea- 
ter Glory can there be to Children than a 
proſperous Father, or to Fathers than their 
proſperous Children? But do not appropriate 
to your ſelf that Cuſtom to ſay, that that 
which you decree is only right and nothing 
elſe, for he who only thinks himſelf wiſe, 
or to have a Tongue and Underſtanding ex- 
celling all others, commonly meets Contempt. 
But it is not unworthy a wiſe Man ta learn 
many Things, and not contend over much. 
Thou ſeeſt at the flowing Brooks how many 
Trees do bend and ſave their Boughs; but 
thoſe that reſiſt are torn up by the Roots. 80 
the Pilot of a Ship who ſails along nor ſub- 
mits to the Winds, the Ship turn'd upſide 
down and Seats overthrown, 1s it poſſible that - 
he ſhould any longer fail? But thou mode- 
rate thy Rage, and revoke thy Sentence : For 
if I have any Underſtanding, being a Youth, - 
] fay that every Man fraught with native 


r I ſay that every Man fraught with native Wiſdom.) 
There is a Paſſage in Heſiad which better explains 
this: * 
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Wiſdom much exceeds others; but he that is 
not (ſince every Man is not fo) merits the ſe- 
cond Praiſe, who liſtens to thoſe that give 
good Counſel. | 4 
' Cho, My Lord, it is fit if he ſpeaks to the 
Purpoſe you ſhould hear him, and you, Haz- 
mon, your Father likewife : For it is well 
ſpoke on both Sides. 4 
Cre. At theſe Years muſt we learn Wiſdom 3 
from one ſo young? F 
Hem. It is nothing unjuſt; tho I am a 
young Man, it is fit you conſider the Buſi- 
neſs, not my Age. 3 
Cre. The Buſineſs is to honour thoſe that 
act baſely. L 
Hem, 1 would not deſire you to honour 
the Wicked. | | 
Cre, Is ſhe not wicked ? 
Hem, The People of Thebes ſay not ſo. 
Cre. Shall the voy tell me what I ought to 
order ? 


And he is next, to whom when ſhe denies 

Her Gifts, will hear what prudent Men adviſe, 
But for that Fool he ſcarce is fit to live, 

Who won't obey what Counſel others give. 

To the fame Purpoſe Livy in his Book de Urbe con- 
dita, Minutius Convocatis militibus : Sæpe ego (inguit) 
audivi, Milites, eum primun; eſſe virum qui ipſe conſulat 
guid in rem fit : Secundum, eum qui hene monent! obediat : 
gui nec ipſe conſulere , nec alteri parere ſcit, cum extremi 


ingenii eſſe, 


The beſt i; he wh Nature has made wiſe, 5 


Hem, 
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Hm. See how you have ſpoken like a ve- 


ry Youth. _ 
Cre. Muſt any other than I govern this 


Land? 
Hem. It is no City which belongs to one 


Man. 
Cre. Is the City not reckon'd to belong to 


the King? 
Hem. You would govern well a deſert 


Countrey. 
Cre, He, it ſeems, contends for this Wo- 


man. 

Hem. If you are a Woman, for my Care 
is for you. 

Cre. Vile Youth, thus to oppoſe his Fa- 
ther | 

Hem. I ſee you are to blame i in acting un- 
juſtly. 

Cre. Do I offend by eee the Laws 
of the Kingdom ? 

Hem. You honour them not, but tread 
down the Honours of the Gods. 

Cre. Vile Youth, thus to be captivated by 
a Woman! 

Hem. You ſhall not find me the Villain 
you ſpeak of. 
Cre, This your whole Diſcourſe is for her. 

Hæm. For you and the Gods below. 

Cre. You ſhall not marry her alive. 

Hem. And muſt ſhe die? Then dying ſhe 
will kill ſomebody. 


Cre, 


of your Friends you will, [Exit Hæmon. 


| fierce. 


for Man, he ſhall never free thoſe Girls from 
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Cre. Art thou become fo bold as to threat. 
en! 

Hæm. What threatning to anſwer to vain 
Words? 
Cre. With Tears thou ſhalt know how 
vain thy Mind is. 

Hem. Unleſs you were my Father, , 
would ſay you were not wiſe. 

Cre. Woman's Slave prate not to me, 


Anbwer, 


not. have Reaſon to rejoice reviling me thus 
with Reproaches. Go bring that hated Thing, 


that before our Eyes ſhe may die in the Pre- 
ſence of her Spouſe. 


Ham. Think not fo, ſhe ſhall never die in 
my Preſence ; yau ſhall not ſee my Face with 
thoſe Eyes. $5 may be mad among which 


ACT Il. SCENE II. 


Chorus, Creon. 


cho My Lord, the Man is Fur ſwiftly a- 
way in Anger; ſuch a Mind in Grief is 


Cre. Let him do or think more than is fit 


Death. 
5 3 Doſt thou think to kill chem both ? 


Cre. 


Hæm. You would ſpeak and not hear my | 
Cre. True, but by Olympus know yoit ſhall } 7 
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ANTIGONE. 45 

Cre. Not her who touched him not, you 
ſpeak well. ; 

Cho. What Death will you put her to? 

Cre. Leading her where is a Way deſerted 
of all Men, III hide her alive in a ſubterra- 
neaous Cave, putting ſo much Food as ſhaſf 
ſerve her only as a Purification, that the City 
mayeſcape Pollution; there beſeeching Pluto, 
whom of all the Gods alone ſhe worthips, 
ſhe ſhall obtain Freedom from Death, or then 
ſhe ſhall know that it is a ſuperfluous Work 
to worſhip the Gods below. 


AcT III. ScENE III. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE.. 


Cho. * Invincible Love! Love, * who haſt 
Riches for thy Object, who ſleepeſt in the ſoft 
Cheeks of a young Maid! Thou traverſeſt the 
Seas and Countrey Villages ; none of the im- 
mortal Gods 1s able to eſcape thee, or mortal 


Men; whoever hath thee is mad. 


Invincible Love.] This Song of the Chorus is on 
the great Power of Love, which in this Inſtance hath 
ſet Hæmon and his Father at Strife. | 9521 

t Who haſt Riches for thy Object.] But then it is 
more properly called Coverouſneſs, | 
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AN TISTROPHE. 


Thou ſeduceſt the Minds of unjuſt Men 
to Injury ; thou haſt raiſed that kindred Quar- 
rel; for the powerful Love of the Eye-brows 
of a young Virgin fit for Marriage, compa- 
nion of thoſe inveſted with Powers and Ad- 
miniſtration of great Laws, overcomes Hæ- 
mon, and Venus the invincible Goddeſs plays 
upon him. 


AN APKS TI. 


Now ſeeing this, my ſelf am forced to 
tranſgreſs the Laws, and cannot ſtop Foun- 
tains of Tears, when I ſee Antigone going to 
her everlaſting Bed. [Seeing Antigone enter. 


Acr II. Sctxs IV. 


Chorus, Antigone. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE I. 


Ant. You ſee me, Citizens of my Father's 
Countrey, going my laſt Journey, ſeeing 
the Light of the Sun the laſt Time, and no 
more to behold it; but the Grave which co- 


« Thou ſeduceſt the Minds of unjuſt Men to commit In- 
Juries.) This was the Effect which it had upon Her- 
cules, who purely for the Love of „ole took Oechalia. 


vers 


- 
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vers all, brings me to the Shore of Acheron, 
no Partaker of Hymen's Rites: Nor is there any 
bridal Hymn ſung to celebrate my Nuptials, 
but I am given in Marriage to Acberon. 

Cho. Therefore glorious and having Praiſe, 
you ſhall deſcend to the Cave of the Dead, 
untouched by conſuming Diſeaſes, without re- 
ceiving Wounds of the Sword; but free, alive, 


and by your ſelf, you ſhall deſcend into the 


Grave. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


Ant, I have heard that the miſerable 
Pbrygian, the Daughter of Tantalus, periſh'd 


* hade heard that the miſerable Phrygian.] Anti- 
gene comforts herſelf under her Affliction by the Exam- 
ple of Niobe. She was Daughter of Tantalus King of 
Phrygia, and Wife of Amphion King of Thebes ; who 
for her arrogant Language to Latona, was by Apollo and 
Diana ſhot to Death and turned into a Rock, according 
to Auſonius, Epitaph 27. | 

Bis ſeptem natis genttrix læta atque ſuperba, 

Tot duxi Mater funera quot genui. 

Nec ſatis hac Divis ; duro circumdata Saus 

Amiſi humani Corporis Effigiem, 

My fourteen Children made me haughty grow 

But ſoon for each a Funeral I prepar'd : 

And turn'd by Gods relentleſs to a Stone, 

J mourn my human Shape for ever loſt. 


Agathius writes her Epitaph thus: 
O rue Ares ld & vet vixuw, 
0 vex 89g Greg txT0G ux xi r. 
T his Tomb within no Carcaſe doth contain, 
And this dead Corſe deth unentomb'd remain. 
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at the Top of Sipylus, whom, as the Ivy 
twines her Arms about che Elm, the Arms of 
the Rock enfold, and, as the Report of Men 
goes, ſhe is always expos d to the Rain, nor 
doth the Snow forſake her, but ſtains her Neck 
beneath her ever-weeping Eye-brows. Wo 
is me! Fortune makes me ſubmit like her, 


ANAPEASTI. 


Cho. But ſhe was a Goddeſs, and born of a 
God; but we are Mortals and born of Mor- 
tals; it is a noble Thing to hear that you have 
ſhared the ſame Fate with the Goddeſs, now 
living, but art to die. 


STROPHE II, 


Ant. Wo is me! I am laughed at. Why by 


the Gods of my Father do you injure me, not 
yet dead, but {till alive? O City, and wealthy 
Men of the City, O Dircean Fountain and 
Foreſt of famous Thebes ; I call you all to 
witneſs, how unlamented of my Friends, by 
what Laws I come to this dug Priſon. O 
Wretch, who neither alive nor dead, am an 
Inhabitant neither of the Living, nor the 
Dead. 


Boldneſs, thou art fallen to the loweſt and 
worſt of Puniſhments. O Princeſs, thou ſtill 
maintaineſt thy Father's Conflict. | 

5 ANTI 


Cho. Arrived at the higheſt Degree of 
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AN T1ISTROPHE II. 


Ant. Thou haſt touched my bittereſt Cares, 
the famous Miſery of my Father, and the 
Misfortunes which befel the noble Deſcen- 
dants of Labdacus. O maternal Crimes and 
Kindred, Conjunction of my Father and mi- 
ſerable Mother, from whom I am a wretched 
Woman born, to them I go an accurſed un- 
married Inhabitant. O Brother, who haſt 
been moſt unfortunate in Marriage, for thy 
Death hath been fatal to me yet alive. 

Cho. To act piouſly is ſome Piety, but yet 
let Power be to whom Power belongs, it is not 
to be tranſgreſſed: But Indignation, which you 
of Creon drew voluntarily upon your ſelf, 
hath deſtroy d you. 

Ant. Unlamented, without Friend, an 
unmarried, miſerable Princeſs, I am lead to 
my Death. Nor is it longer lawful for me a 
Wretch to behold that ſacred Light of the 
Sun; none of my Friends mourns my unla- 
mented Fate, 1 


AcrT III. ScENE V. 


Creon, Chorus, Antigone. 


Cre: But knoweſt thou not, none will 
ceaſe Mournings and Lamentations before 


Death, if that Liberty be granted? Will 
D you 


Vox. II. 
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you not lead her with all ſpeed away; and 
ſhutring her up in a covered Tomb, as I faid, 
leave her alone, there let her die, or lye co- 
vered alive under that Roof? We are guilt- 
leſs of the Blood of this Maid. But ſhe | 
ſhall be deprived of Cohabiration with us 
above. 

Ant. O Tomb, hard Marriage-Bed! O per- 


petual deep Habitation! Whither I go to my MF 


Friends, whereof a great Number having pe- | 
riſhed, Proſerpine hath received among the | 
Dead; whereof I the laſt and worſt, at length 
deſcend before the Portion of my Life is finiſu- 
ed. But fince I muſt go, I nouriſh my ſelf much 
with Hopes, that I ſhall go beloved of my Fa- 
ther, of thee, Mother, beloved, beloved of | 
thee, dear Brother; fince with my own Hand 
waſhed and adorned you, and gave you Fu- 
neral Obſequies : And now by adorning your 
Body, Polynices, J earn theſe Rewards; and | 
J have honour'd you with thoſe who judge 
right. Nor, were I the Mother of Children, 
and if my Huſband were dead, had I under- | 
taken this Labour againſt a publick Edict. 
But by what Law do I fay this? Why thus, 
my Huſband being dead, another might be | 
had, and a Child of another Huſband; but if 
I am deprived of him, my Mother, and Fa- 
ther lying in the Grave, it is impoſſible that 
another Brother ſhould be born to me; and 
by that Law preferring you, I thought fit 
to offend againſt Creon, and to dare terrible 

Ry Things, 
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Things, ſweet Brother. And now taking me, 


he leãds me away by the Hands without Hy- 
men's Rites or Wedding ; nor have I had the 
Happineſs to educate a Child: But here de- 


ſerted of my Friends, unfortunate, alive, I 
J deſcend into the dark Grave of the Dead: 


What Law of the Gods tranſgreſſing? Why 
ſhould I, a Wretch, look to the Gods? 


= Whom ſhould I implore for my Aſſiſtants? 
Since by acting 28 I have purchaſed diſ- 
JW honour : But 1 ; 

J ceptable with the Gods, if I offend, I would 
forgive the Authors of my Sufferings; but if 
I they offend, let them not ſuffer other Evils 
chan they unjuſtly bring on me. 


this my Puniſhment be ac- 


ANA PKE STI. 


Cho. Still the ſame Violence of the Storms 


Jof her Soul torments her. | 


Cre. Therefore they that lead her ſhall 


| feel the terrible Effects of my Rage for their 


Slownels. 


Ant, Wo is mel The Sentence of imme- 


TJ diate Death is paſſed. 


Cre. I nothing comfort you; that it will 
not be executed. 

Ant. O my Father's City of Thebes, and 
the Gods of my Fathers, I am lead away and 
am no more. Behold ye Princes of T hebes, 
the only Queen left, what I ſuffer, and from 
whom, acting a pious Deed. | 

D 2 ANTI- 


rien 
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Cho. y The Body of Danae endured to| 


change celeſtial Light for Darkneſs : Bound 
by a brazen Chain, and in a ſepulchral Bed 


incloſed, ſhe was overcome by cruel Fate. | 


But ſhe was noble by Deſcent, and kept Joes 
golden Offspring in her Womb, but fatal 
Power is cruel: For neither Mars, nor Tower, 


nor Ships beaten by the Waves eſcape it. - 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


z The angry Son of Dryas, King of the | 
Thractans, for his reproachful Speeches, was 
? The Body of Danae.] She was Daughter of Acri- ; 
ius, King of the Argives, who being warned by an | 


Oracle that he ſhould be flain by his Grandchild, kept | 


Danae up from the Sight of Men: But Pretus, Bro- 


ther of Acriſius, firſt corrupted her Keepers with Gold, 


and then deflowered Danae. The Fable is, that 7u- 


piter came to her thro” the Tiles in a Shower of Gold. 

z The angry Son of Dryas.] i. e. Lycurgus King of | 
Thrace, who contemning the Rites of Bacchus, was, 
according to the Poets, bound by him and caſt down a a 


Precipice, by which his Brains were daſhed out. O- 
thers ſay that he was ſhut into a Den, and ſo ſtarved 
to Death: Here it is ſaid, that he was bound to 2 


Rock. But the Truth is, that ſeeing his Subjects | 


commit many Irregularities through Wine, he cauſed 


all the Vines to be rooted up; whence they fabulized | 
that being turned into Madneſs by Bacchus, he cut off | 


his own Legs with a Pruning-Hook. 


The Poet doth not compare Danae and Lycurgus to 


bound | 


Antigone in their Crimes, but in. their Sufferings. 


%E 
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bound by Bacchus to a Rock with a Chain, 
and ſo he loſes his cruel florid Madneſs in 
abuſing the God. With reproachful Lan- 
guage he made the raging Women ceaſe, put 
out the Fire of Bacchus, and diſturbed the 
Muſes Lovers of Palaces. 


STRoOPHE II. 


The Shores of Boſphor us near the Cyanean 
Rocks, and divided Sea, and Thractan e Sal- 
mydeſſus, and neighbouring Mars, beheld 


a The Fire of Bacchus.] The Ancients ſuppoſed 
Bacchus always among the Fire, to denote the ſtrong 
Effects of Wine. There was a Feſtival kept in honour 
to him at Pellene in Achaia, by the Name of Bacchus 
zaun, Bacchus the Torch Bearer, and the Feſtival 
was Called auurlneie ion. This Solemnity was in the 
Night, and the Worſhippers went to the Temple of 
Bacchus with Torches in their Hands, | 

b The Shores of Boſphorus near.] The Cyaneæ were 
two Iſlands, or rather Rocks, near the Thracian Ba, 
phorus, and divided the Sea, hence %u 34aace. 

© Thratiqn Salmydeſſus.] A River of the Thra- 
tans, near which was a Temple of Mars, whence 
&/[3,'mloMy Agne, neighbouring Mars. The Senſe is, 
all theſe Places behcld the Wound, or near theſe 
Places the Wound was given to the two Brothers 
Plexippus and Pandion by Cleopatra: Or, rather, by 
Phineus to his own two Sons. The Story is as 
tollows : Boreas married Orithyia Daughter of Ereck- 
theus King of Athens, by whom he had Zetes, 
Calais, and Cleopatra, the laſt of theſe Phineus married, 
by whom he had Plexippus and Pandion; according to 
others Gerumbas and Spondus. After her he married 
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the cruel Wound given to the two Sons of 
Phineus, inhumanly blinded by his fierce 7 
Wife, in the wretched Orbs of their Eyes, = 
not cut with Swords, but with her oo 
Hands, and the Points of Bodkins. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


The Wretches dying deplored the ſad suf. Ti 
ferings of their Mother unhappily born, ſhe 
avas a Deſcendant of noble Erechtheus brought 
up in diſtant Caves among her Father's Storms, 
Daughter of Boreas, equal to a Horſe in 
Swiftneſs on the high Mountains, and Daugh- 


| ch 
Idæa, Daughter of Dardanus, according to others I. 
then, Siſter of Camus, who conſpired againſt and 
murthered the Sons of Cleopatra, Others ſay, that B 
while Cleopatra was alive he married Idæa, at which 
the former enraged blinded her own Children. But 
moſt agree that Phinens, through the falſe Accuſation 
of their Stepmother, blinded his Children by his for- 


mer Wife, for which himſelt was dlinded by Jove, and 
tormented by the Harpics, 4 
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ACT IV. ScENfE I. 


Tireſias led by a Boy, Creon, Chorus. 
Tir. F®®#RINCES «4 of Thebes, we 


come the common Way two 
X ſecing by one, for blind Men 
go the ſame Way with a Lea- 
| der. | | 

Cre, What News is this thou bringeſt? 

Tir, I will tell thee, and do thou liſten to 
the Prophet. 

Cre. Did I ever before oppoſe your Will? 

Tir. Therefore rightly do you rule this 
City, 

Cre. ] muſt own your Aſſiſtance. 

Tir, Be wiſe then now in the very preci- 
pice of Fate. | 

Cre, What is it? How dread your Words? 

Tir. You ſhall know when you hear the 


Signs of my Art. © Sitting in my ancient hal- 


* Princes of Thebes.] The Scholiaft obſerves here, 
that not only Kings but likewiſe honourable Perſons 
and wealthy Citizens, were called du, Or zeiggrid ar, 
The Reaſon of which is to be ſeen in our Notes upon 
Oedipus Tyrannus, Act IV. Note b. a 

e Sitting in my ancient hallowed Seat.) The Grecian 
Augurs had a Place appointed on Purpoſe for them, cal- 
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lowed Seat of Divination, where all kinds of 


Birds flocked to me, I heard an unknown | 


Voice of Birds crying with an ill Fury, un- 
interpretable, and tearing one another with } 
bloody Claws: I knew it, for the Noiſe of 
their Wings was not uncertain, Preſently fear- | 
ing I endeavoured to offer Sacrifices on the | 
flaming Altars, but the Fire ſhone not from | 
the Sacrifices, but in the Aſhes the Flame 
ſmothered, a Cloud of Smoak aroſe, the Galls | 
were caſt up and ſpread abroad, the f Thighs } 
lay ſpread without their wonted Fat. Theſe ; 


Things I learn'd from the Boy, that the 


led by the general Name of 5; and 35x; a Seat, hut 
more properly Oolong , and had Power to aſſemble 
the Birds from all Places when they had Occaſion to 
uſe them. The Scholiaſt upon Euripides ſays, they | 
uſed to carry with them a Writing Table, in which | 
they wrote the Names and Flights of the Birds, with 
other Things „ leſt any Circumſtance 
ſhould ſlip out of their Memory. 

f The Thighs lay ſpread without their wonted Fat.) 
The particular Parts of the Sacrifice which belonged to 
the Gods were called une, and theſe they cover'd with 
Fat, called in Greek int An, Or ern, tO the End they 
might conſume all together in a Flame; for they con- 
cluded that their Sacrifice was not accepted by the Gods 
unleſs all was burnt. Thus we find them doing in 


Homer, Iliad. 4. v. 459. 
— > x ir@n} an, 9 ideggn, 
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The Mes were appropriated to the Gods, becauſe ſays 
Enftat hius, Avr Tots Cans ig Baderoiy te * cen. 
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Signs of certain Auguries were loſt; for he 
is a Guide to me, and I to others. Theſe 
Things, the City ſuffers for your Sentence; 


for our Altars, and our Hearths are deſiled, 


being quite full of the Food of Birds and 
Dogs that feed on the unhappy Son of Oedi- 
pus, who was flain, nor did the Gods yet re- 
ceive our Supplications or Flame of the 
Thighs, nor the Bird ſound lucky Cries, 
when he had fed on the Fat of human Blood. 
Conſider theſe Things, Son, it is common to 
all Men to offend ; but after he hath offended 
he is no inconſiderate or unhappy Man, who 
having fallen into Evils ſeeks a Remedy, nor 
is unmoved ; for Obſtinacy is owing to Folly ; 


8 The Signs of certain Auguries were loft.) Tireſias 
finding that the Omens given by the Birds were un- 
fortunate, tries another Way of Divination, call'd 
Nvgguar)sn, i. e. Divination by Fire, but with as little 


Succeſs, for ſtill the Signs appear'd to portend impend- 


ing Miſchief. For (as Dr. Potter tells us) the good 
Signs were ſuch as theſe, if the Flames immediately 
took hold of, and conſumed the Victim, ſeizing at 
once all the Parts of it ; on which Account they uſual- 
ly prepared r& @214ya-+z, dry Sticks, which would eafily 
take Fire. Alſo if the Flame was bright and pure, and 


without Noiſe or Smoak ; if the Sparks tended upward 


in the Form of a Pyramid; if the Fire went not out 
till all was reduced to Aſhes : Contrary Signs were, 
when it was kindled with Difficulty, when' the Flame 
was divided, when it did not immediately ſpread itſelf 
over all the Parts of the Victim, but crept along, con- 
fumed by little and little; when inſtead of aſcending in 
a ſtreight Line it whirled round, turned ſideways or 
downwards, was black, caſt forth Smoak, &c. b 

| Ut 
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But give Place to the Dead, nor vent your 
Rage againſt a dead Man. What Courage is it 
to kill a Man already killed? I in benevolence 
to thee adviſe, for 'tis a moſt delightful Thing 
to learn of him who talks well, it he adviſes 
what is advantageous. A 

Cre. Old Man, I know I am the Scope of 
all your Aims, for even the Prophets are cor- 
rupted againſt me by this Family; long have 
they born me ill, and rated my Perſon at no 
Value. But make what Gains of them you 
will; be brib'd by“ Sardine Amber and Indian 
Gold, but you ſhall never lay him in his 
Tomb, not if the Eagles ſnatch and carry 
him to the Throne of ove: Nor J as fearing 
that Pollution will permit to bury him, for I 
know well that no Man can pollute the Gods; 
but the graveſt of Men fall many and great 
Falls, when they ſpeak gracefully many baſe 
Speeches for the Sake of Gain. 

Tir. But doth any Man know, or think 
this? | 

Cre. What is this you ſpeak of, which all 

Men know? 

Tir. How much is Prudence the beſt of all 
Riches ? 


Sardine Amber.) Gr. Sagdtov SA Sardis is a 
rich Countrey of Lydia, where Cræſus once reigned, 
it is near Pactalus, and abounded with precious Metal 
called El:#rum, a Mixture of Gold and Silver, which 
they drew out of the Mines with winged Ants, 


'3 Cre. 
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Cre. And how much is to be unwiſe the 
worſt of Evils? 

Tir. And indeed thou art infected with 
that Diſtemper. 

Cre. T will not contradict a Propher. 
Tir. But you do, in ſaying that I n! 
ſie falſly. 

Cre. All the kindred of the Prophets are 
Lovers 6: Gold. 

Tir. That is the Manner of Kings, they 
love filthy Lucre. 

Cre. But do you know what you ſay when 
you name Kings? 

Tir. 1 know, for through me you have pre- 
ſerved this City. 

Cre. You are a wiſe Prophet, but love to 
act unjuſtly. 

Tir. You command me to ſpeak Things 
not to be mentioned. 

Cre, Mention what you will, ſo you do not 
ſpeak for Gain. 

Tir. So I ſeem to do as to your Part. 

Cre, But you ſhall not make your Gains of 
me, I am not of ſo eaſie a Temper. 

Tir. But know well there ſhall not be fi- 
niſhed many Courſes of the Sun, e're your ſelf 
ſhall expiate thoſe that are dead wih one of 
your own Sons, for which you have caſt one 
dewn, and diſhonourably ur her alive into 
a Tomb. Thou haſt here i a Body kept from 


i A Body kept from the infernal Gods, prophaned.] 
This Saying is founded upon a Superſtition of the An- 


the 
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the infernal Gods, prophaned, nor celebrated 
with Funeral Obſequies, which neither con- 
cerns you, nor the Gods above. But theſe 
Actions are the Effects of your Violence, of 
which the late Revengers lie concealed below, 
and the Furies Daughters of the Gods, ſo that 

our Crimes will meet with their deſerved 


uniſhment. Conſider, if corrupted by 


cients, who ſuppos'd that the Manes of thoſe who lay 
unburied, wandred upon the Earth one hundred Years, 
as appears from Virgil, ᷑neid. VI. y. 325. | 


Haec omnis quam cernis, inops, inbumatague turba «ft : 
Portitor ills Charon: Hi, quos vehit unda, ſepulti. 
Nec ripas datur horrendas, nec rauca fluenta 
Tranſportare prius, quam ſedibus ofſa quitrunt. 
Centum errant annos, volitantque hæc littora circum : 
Tum demum admiſſi lagna exoptata reviſunt, 


Alex. ab Alex. tells us, that at Tarentum, a Town in 
Magna Græcia, there were Ludi Seculares, Games kept 
every hundred Years, to appeaſe the Manes according to 
a Precept in the Sibylline Books: And farther adds, that 
it was reckon'd a lawful Sepulture, which was done by 
ſprinkling Duſt three Times on the Body, with ſome 
Prayers to the infernal Gods. It was not therefore 
without Reaſon that T:refias, who was of this Perſua- 
ſion, ſhould charge Creon with keeping the Manes of 
Polynices from his deſir'd Elyſium and Converſation with 
the infernal Spirits. Virgil, Aineid VI. V. 365. Pali- 
nurus lying unburied is ſuppos'd to ſpeak thus to Areas, 


Eripe me his, invite, malis; aut tu mihi terram 
Injice : namque potes. | 


For this Reaſon the greateſt of all Imprecations was, 


that a Perſon might aD. cnvirleu xbordg, i. e. lie un- 
buried on the Earth, 
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Gold I ſpeak theſe Things; for there will ap- 


pear in a little Time Tribulations, Lamenta- 
tions of Huſbands and Wives in your Palace, 
all hoſtile Cities rifing tumultuouſly, which 
the Dogs have polluted with torn Limbs, or 
Beaſts or winged Fowls, bearing filthy Odours 
to the Altars of their City. And theſe ſtrong 
Darts have I as an Archer launched out a- 
gainſt thy angry Heart, whoſe Violence you 
ſhall not eſcape. Thou, O Boy, lead me 
home, that he may exerciſe his Rage on 
younger People, know how to keep a ſtiller 
Tongue, and ever be of a better Mind than 
now he 1s. [Tireſias ig led off. 


ACT IV. Seo IE: 


Chorus, Creon. 


Cho. O King, he is gone, after having pro- 
pheſied fad Things; for I know that ſince the 
Time that I from black Hair was covered 
with white, he never propheſied a Falſhood 
to the City. | 

Cre. I know it my ſelf, and am diſturbed in 
Mind. It is fad to ſubmit, and if I oppoſe, 
I am in Danger to ſuffer for it. 

Cho. O Creon, good Counſel now is ne- 
ceſlary. 

Cre, Teil me what is convenient to be 
done, and I ſhall obey. = 


2 


62 ANTIGONE. 


Cho. Go and ſet free the Girl from the cos 
vered Vault, and honour the Dead with a 
Sepulchre. "Re 
Tre. Is this what you approve of? Do you 
think fit I comply? | 
_ Cho. As ſoon as poſſible, for the ſwift Furies 
of the Gods purſue the ill- minded. 

Cre. Wo is me! I ſcarce can quit my Re- 
ſolution, yet I will, for there is no Reſiſtance 
againſt Neceſſity. | 

Cho. Do it your ſelf, command not others. 


Cre. I go as ſwift as I can; but you, Ser- 


vants, who are preſent, and abſent, taking Axes 
in your Hands, go unto the Tomb's Top; 
but I (For my Mind is altered) bound her my 
ſelf, and will ſet her free: For I fear leſt it 
ſhould be beſt, while we live, to preſerve the 
eſtabliſhed Laws. | 


STROPHE I. 


Cho. Bacchus, the Glory of Cadmean Se- 
mele, and Son of thundering Fove, who ruleſt 
famous Italy, and preſideſt over the k Eleu- 
finian Myſteries, common to all, in the Fields 
of Ceres; Bacchus, who inhabiteſt Thebes, the 
Metropolis of the Bacchanals, by the flowing 


k Eleuſinian Myſteries common to all.] Becauſe Peo- 
ple aſſembled from all Countries to attend at the My- 
ſterics of Ceres in Eleufrs. 
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streams of T1/menus, and the Seed of the fierce 
Dragon. | | 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


| To thee Sacrifices are performed on the 
Rock Parnaſſus, where the m Corycian Nymphs 
of Bacchus walk, and the Fountain of Cz/ta- 
lia lows: The Banks of Ivy of then Moun- 
tains of Ny/ſa, o and green Foreſt abounding 
with Grapes, celebrate thee with ſweet melo- 
dious Songs, the Governor of the Theban 
City. | 


STROPHE II. 


Which thou honoureſt above all the Cities 
with thy Mother Semele, who was ſtruck 


| To thee Sacrifices, &c.] Literally it is, thee on the 
double headed Rock the ſplendid Flame beheld ; for there 
were two Tops of Parnaſſus, and one, called Ny/a, was 
ſacred to Bacchus. 

m Corycian Nymphs.] The Muſes ſo called, from 
Corycium a Cave at the Fop of Mount Corycus in Cilicia 
dedicated to the Muſes : There was alſo another Cory- 
cum at the Foot of Parnaſſus ; whence they are called 
Parnaſjides, or Coryciæ Nymphe. .- 

n Mountains of Nyſſa.] There was a City in #zhto- 
pia called Na, near which was a Mountain where 
Bacchus was worſhipp'd, there were alſo ſeveral other 
M ſa's. | 

Au green Foreſt.) Gr. yas i u, Green Bank, 
In both Eubæa and Parnaſſus there were Vines which 
in the Morning produced freſh Bunches of Grapes, at 
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with Thunder; and now as the whole City 
labours under a violent Diſeaſe, come to our 
Aſſiſtance, upon famous Parnaſſus, or the 


P ſonorous Shore. 
ANTISTROP EHE II. 


Thou 4 Leader of the Bacchanals, who 
ſparkling Torches beareſt, and r Overſeer of 
nightly Clamours, Son of Jove, appear with 
your Naxian raging Girls, who raging by 
you all Night in Choirs, cclebrate you, the 
Governor Iacchus. 


Noon they grew bitter, and in the Evening they were 
fit to be gathered. Either of them may be here under- 
ſtood. | 
'Þ Sonorous Shore.) By Reaſon of the Waves daſh- 
ing againſt it; the Bœctian or Sicilian Shores. 
q4 Thou Leader, &c.] Literally, Leader of the Fire 
blowing Stars, He was worſhipped by the Name of 
Atherius and Nuclor, but we are more juſtly to under- 
ſtand here by ig aw) de, the Lamps which 
the raging Women carried in the Night, when they 
officiated in the ſacred Rites of Bacchus. 
r Overſeer of nightly Clamours.) i. e. Which the rag- 
ing Women made in theſe Rites. | 
s Naxian raging Girls.] Naxos, or Naxia, was an 


Iſland in the Ægean Sea, where Bacchus was worſhipped 


called Strongyle, and afterwards Dia: There was faid 
to have been a Fountain in it which ran Wine. 
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Acr V. SczENE !I. 


Meſſenger, Chorus. JOft 

E Citizens. of Thebes, the 
Seat of Amphion; I ſee not 
what Kind of human Life I 
can praiſe or blame: Fortune 
raiſes up, and throws down, makes one for- 
tunate, and another miſerable: : There is no 


Fortune raiſes up.] Hor. Lib. I. Od. 35. 


Or Diva, gratum que regis Antium, 
Præ ſens vel ima tollere de gradu 
Mortale Corpus, vel ſuperbos 
Vertere funeribus triumphos. 


The Meſſenger here tells the Misfortune of Creons 
Houſe, as an Inſtance of this Truth. The Antients 
ſuppoſed Fortune to be a Goddeſs, and that ſhe preſi- 
ded over all human Affairs; therefore they built her 
Temples, and Perſons of all Ranks and Stations prayed 
to her for her Favour. See in Pind. Olymp. Od. XII. 

Zuluge run, Tiy Þ d worly xupigray") Jour v. 

Ev Zigow 2 A T3Mtioly x ayoght 

BynaPeg ot. | 

O Fortune the Preſerver of Mankind, the nimble 
Ships in the Sea are governed by thee ; in the Earth 
likewiſe Succeſs of War and Councils on thee depends. 
She had in Particular a famous Temple at Antium, a 
2 Town of Latium, and Metropolis of the 
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Prophet skilled in foretelling thoſe Things 
which will happen to Man. Creon was hap- 

as once it ſeemed to me; he having pre- 
ſerved this Cadmean Land from Enemies, 
and poſſeſſing the whole Government thereof, 
governed it flouriſhing with a happy Of- 
ſpring. Now all is paſt, for when Men loſe their 
Pleaſure, I reckon not that ſuch do live, bur 


count them breathing dead Carcaſſes: Be rich 


if thou wilt at home, and poſſeſs a Govern- 
ment; but if Joy be abſent from all this, all 
other Things the World can afford are vain, 
as Clouds of Smoak in Compariſon of real 
Felicity. | | 

Cho. But what Misfortune of the King's is 
this you come torelate? 


Ne. 2 are dead, but thoſe that live 


are the Cauſe of their Death. 

Cho. Who is dead? Who is ſlain? Speak, 
Meſſenger. 1 

Me. Hemon is dead; ſlain with his own 
Hand. 

Cho, By his Father's, or his own Hand? 


But with more Juſtice and Piety the P/almift aſcribes 
this Power to the moſt High, which they thought be- 
longed to her, who is a Name and nothing elſe; 
P/alm Ixxv. £. | . 

n By his Father*:, or his own Hand.) The Scholiaſt 
ſtarts this Queſtion, why ſhould the Chorus aſk who 
killed Hæmon, ſince in the former Words it is ſaid as- 
76x48, With his own Hand; and thus he ſolves it, be- 
cauſe the Chorus ſnatched the former Words ſo quick, 
that they did not hear the latter, * 
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Meſſ. Himſelf fell by himſelf, angry with 
his Father for the Death of Antigone. 
Cho. O Prophet, how truly didſt thou fore- 
tel this? | e £1012 ee 
Meſſ. Theſe Things being fo, other Evils 
are certainly reſolved on, ER 
Cho. I ſee the miſerable: Eurydice, and Wife 
of Creon, coming out of the Palace; or ha- 
ving heard ſomething of the Youth, or b 
Accident ſhe is here. An 


Acr V. Scexs II. 


Eurydice, Meſſenger, Chorus. 


Eur. Good Citizens, I heard a Diſcourſe 
going out to offer my Prayers and Supplicati- 
ons to Pallas, and opening the Bars of the 
ſtubborn Gates, a Voice of ſome domeſtick 
Evil reached my Ears: I fell down trembling 
among my Maids, and was amazed; bur. 
whatſoever was the Diſcourſe, ſpeak it again, 
for not unexperienced in Evils, I will hear 
you. 5 

Mefſſ. 1 will tell you, dear Madam, fince 1 
am here, nor will omit the ſmalleſt Circum- 
ſtance of Truth. For why ſhould I ſooth you 
up with thoſe Tales, wherein at laſt I ſhall ap- 
pear a Liar ; for the Truth is ever right. I 
followed your Huſband to the Field, where 
lay the miſerable Body of Polynices torn to 
Pieces by Dogs, (and beſeeching the n 

| E 2 F 


al Chamber; one hears a Voice of Mournings 
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of the Ways, Proſerpine _ kindly to te- 


ſtrain her Rage, waſhing in facred Wa- 
ter what was left of the Body with green 
Boughs, we burnt it, and raiſed a high Tomb 
of Earth that was hard by, Again we de- 
ſcend to the Maid's low Priſon, Pluto's nupti- 


near the Death-bed, unadorned with Funeral 
Pomp, and coming, fignifies it to Creon our 
Maſter; and as he approached, he hears a. 
mournful Voice, then lamenting he utters 
ſad Speeches. O me a Wretch! Am I a Pro- 
phet? Do I go the moſt unfortunate of all 
Ways that ever I went? The Voice of my 
Child now. ſtrikes my Ear. But, Servants, go 

uickly near, and ſtanding by the Tomb, look 
through that open Crack at the Cave's Mouth; 


or I hear the Voice of Hæmon, or am decei- 


ved by the Gods. We. obey. cur Maſter's 
Commands, and ſee Antigone in the lower End 
of the Tomb hanging by the Neck, intangled 


in a Snare made of her Girdle of fine Linnen, 


and Hæmon fallen down and embracing her a- 
bout the Middle, lamenting the Ruin of his 
Bed, the Deed of his Father, and the curſed 
ftony Cave. When he beheld him, ſadly la- 
menting he goes to him, and calling with a 
loud Voice, thus ſpeaks to him. Thou 


Wretch, what haſt thou done? What haſt | 


* Proſerpine;] The fame with Hecate, or the Moon, 
Ad Diana. | 
£ thou 
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thou in thy Mind? In what Calamiry art thou 


fallen? Come hither, humbly I beſeech you. 


The Youth beholding him with difmal Eyes, 
anſwered nothing: Bur ſpitting in his Face, 


draws his two edged Sword, but y miſs' d his 
intended Blow, his Father eſcaping by Flight. 


y Miff'd bis intended Blow.] This Action of Hæ- 
mon is blamed by Ariſtotle, as being cruel without Ne- 
ceſſity, and it is alſo without Paſſion; but, as Mr. 
Dacier remarks, as it is but a ſmall Circumſtance of an 
Epiſode, and doth not enter the Compoſition of the 
Subject, it is leſs faulty. | 

However theſe imperfect Actions may ſeem in an 
Epick Poem, they are by no Means to be admitted in 
Tragedy. | 

Ariſtotle hath wrote his whole 15 Cap. to direct Po- 
cts how they ought to conduct themſelves in managing 
thoſe Incidents which cauſe the Terrible and the Piti- 


We may repreſent Actions, fays he, which are 


done by thoſe who act with an entire Knowledge, as 
 fiuripides repreſented Medea killing her Children. 


Or the Actions of thoſe who do not know the Cru 
elty of their Crimes, but when they are done, come 
to know the Relation or Friendſhip which was between 


them, 


Or of a Perſon that goes ignorantly to commit a ve- 
ry great Crime, and then recollects himſelf before he 
puts it in Execution. = 6 

Theſe three Ways are only proper for Tragedy. 
The fourth is that which 4ri/atle condemns in the 
Action of Hzmon as the worſt of all, viz. When any 
Perſon goes to commit a Crime voluntarily and wil- 
lingly, and yet does not execute it; for beſides, its be- 
ing horrible, it is no Way Tragical. The moſt viti- 
ous next is the firſt, becauſe it is too horrible. The 
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the greateſt Evil among Men. 


Then the Wretch being angry with himſelf 
that he was croſs d, thruſt the Sword into the 
Middle of his Side; yet in his Senſes he em- 


braced the tender Arm of the Virgin, and 


breathing, ſends out a ſwift Shower of Blood 
upon his pale Cheek. Dead he lies by her 
dead: The wretched Youth conſummates his 
Marriage in the Chambers of Death, N 
by his own Example, how much Raſhneſs is 


[Exit Eurydice. 
Acr V. Sczxx III. 


Chorus, Meſſenger. 


Cho. What think you by this, the Woman 
departed before ſhe ſpoke good or bad. 

Meſſ. I ſtood amazed at it, but am ſupported 
with ** chat ſhe hearing of the Death of her 


Son, will not publickly ſhew her Grief, but 


ſecond ie, without Contradiction, better than the firſt 
and the laſt; for it is not cruel becauſe of the Igno- 
rance of him who commits it, yet the Remembrance 
is very pathetick. | 

The laſt is preferable to all the others, for it is not 
a: all cruel, and anſwers the Defire of the Spectators. 


. Whence it is plain, that neither this Action of Hexmon, 


which is prevented by his Father's Flight; Achilles's 
drawing his Sword to ſlay Agamemnon, and prevented 
by Minerva; Aneas to kill Helena, and prevented by 


Venus; however ſuitable they may be for an Epick Po- 


| that 


em, are very unkt for Tragedy, 
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that beneath her Palace Roof with her Maids, 
ſhe will appoint a domeſtick Mourning; for 
ſhe is not ſo weak 1n her Judgment as to err 
in this Matter. 

Cho. I know not, but this exceſſiye Silence 
to me ſeems fad, tho much Clamour indeed 
JS Van. | | . 

Mej/. But we ſhall know when we go into 
the Palace whether ſhe conceal any deſperate 
unlawful Deſign in her angry Mind, for well 
thou ſayeſt, exceſſive Silence is grievous. 

Cho. But the King, himſelf comes, having 
in his Arms the dead Body, for which him- 
{elf is only to be blamed, 


9. Oo rh 


A Vw 0 = bids fol 


Acr V. Scgxs IV. 
Creon, bearing his Son's Bogy in his Arms, 


Chorus, Servant, Meſſenger. 


Cre. Alas, the mighty Faults of evil Minds, 
great and mortal as you ſee, kindred: Killers, 
and killed by their Kindred! Wo is me, my 
unhappy Counſels! O Youth of early Fate; 
thou art dead and gone, by my ill Devices, 
and not thine. | | 

Cho. Wo is me! How late doſt thou ſeem 

to prove the Puniſhment of Juſtice? 

Cre, Wo is me! With Sorrow I know it, 
for now on my Head the Goddeſs of Revenge 
laying that Weight, hath oppreſſed me, and 
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in ill Ways hath tortured me. Wo is me! 
depriving me of my wonted Joy. O the lad 
Sorrows of Men 

Serv. O my Lord, ſo it is with thee, theſe 


are thy Sufferings, thy Son thou beareſt in | 


thy Arms, and other Evils in the Palace thou 
art come to view. 

Cre. What other great Evil is chac? 

Serv, Your Queen is dead, the unhap- 
7 Mother of this dead Youth, with freſh 

ounds. 

Cre Vile Port of Death, why doſt thou 
deſtroy me? Thou haſt cauſed ine to ſuffer 
unutterable Griefs. What doſt thou ſay? 

Cho. Wo! and wo! Again, thou haſt ruined 
an unhappy Man, 

Cre. What fay'{t thou, Man? Thou ſpeakeſt 
ſome. new 3 to me. Wo! Wo! To me, 
ay ſt thou my Wife's Body lies dead for che 
Death of Hamon? 

Serv. She may be ſeen, nor is ſhe ſtill in 
the Chambers. 

Cre. Wo is me a Wretch! I ſee another 


ſecond Evil. What, O what other Fate till - 


waits me? I have my Son in my Arms, and fee 
another dead Body there. O miſerable Mo- 
92 5 O Son! 

- Cho; She with a ſharp Sword near the Al- 
tar flew her ſelf, mourning the 2 honourable 


: The honourable Death of Werne By Megareus 
may be underſtood, either a former Hufband which 
Eurydice had, or a former Son which was named firſt 


Death 


©” was 
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Death of Megareus her former Son, then of 


this, and laſt of all mourning your evil Pra- 


ctices, as your Son's Murtherer. 
Cre. Wo! Wo! Tam dead with Fear, why 


doth not ſome one give me a mortal Wound 


with a two edged Sword? O Wretch, I am 


quite immerſed in Sorrow. 
Meſſ. Being accounted the Cauſe of both 


' their Deaths, by her who lies here dead. 


Cre. After what Manner did ſhe kill her 
ſelf? 

14 By ſtriking her ſelf to the Heart 
with her own Hand, afrer ſhe perceived the 
lamentable Fate of her Son. 

Cre. Wo is me! theſe are not chargeable 
on any elſe, the Cauſe is only ours. Miſera- 
ble Wretch, I killed you, I ſpeak the Truth. 
O Servant, lead me quickly hence, who am 
no more. 

Cho. You adviſe what is gainful, if there 
be Gain in Evils ; for the ſmalleſt of the great- 
cſt Evils are the beſt. 

Cre, Let my laſt Day appear, my laſt Day, 
which will put an End to my Misfortunes; let 
it come, Oh! chat I may not ſee another Day. 


Megareus ; but 1 he flew himſelf to fave the 
City, and thence was called Men&ceus. According to 
the former Senſe, the Tranſlation will be thus: She 
mourned that ſhe married Megareus, being ſo unfortu- 
nate in the Loſs of him, then her Marriage with Creon. 
But my . Tranſlation is according to the other Senſe, 
which I take to be the beſt. 
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Meſſ. Thofe Things are to come, ſomething 
reſent muſt be done; thoſe Things ſhould 
* our Care which deſerve it. 
Cre. But I have prayed for what I deſire. 
Meſſ. Pray for nothing, for no Man hath 


Freedom from deſtined Calamity. 


Cre. Bear me hence a uſeleſs Wretch, who 
haye killed thee unwillingly, my Child; nor 
know I where to look, or where to betake my 


ſelf; for my miſerable Fate oppreſſes me every 


Way. 

Cho To be wiſe is much the greateſt Hap- 
pineſs; it is not good to diſhonour Religion; 
proud Words, which often have been fatal to 
thoſe who ſpeak them, teach Men to be wile 
in their old Age. 


» To be wiſe.] Theſe Words contain the Exode, or 


Moral of the Piece. See the Notes on the Oed. Tyr, 
Act V. Scene the laſt, 5 
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Ordiper, 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


after he had pulled our his Eye, 
and was expelled from Thebes. 


An Athenian, who firſt meets with and ſpeaks 


to Oedipus and Antigone, 


Creon, Brother and Uncle to Oedipus. 


Polynices, Son of Oedipus. 
Theſeus, King of Athens. 

A Meſſenger. 
Chorus, of antient Men of Athens, 


is e 


Anti gone and Thmene. 


MuTE Panions 


Guards and Attendants on Creon and en 


and one Attendant of Iſinene. 


boa a Foreſt near the Temple of the 
venerable Goddeſſes. 


Ocdipus Colonens. 
a e eee 
The ARGUME = 


Is Ocdipus is the ſame with him 
Anon whom: the other Tragedy: of So- 
phocles of that Title is compoſed; but 
—— diſtinguſhed by the Epithet of Colo- 
neus, becauſe after his Expul ſion out of Thebes, 
he comes being led by bis Daughter Antigone 
into Attic Greece, to a Hill where was a Tem- 
ple and Grove ſacred to the Furies, (it was cal- 
led likewiſe the Hill of Hurſes, becauſe Nep- 
tune the firſt Creator of Heres, called therefore 
Equeſtris or Rider, and Prometheus, had there 
a Temple) where he relates all his Misfortunes ; 
taking that Occaſion from Creon's "ROE 
order 


3 


8 - : 
* ” — «4 
* I 4 * =; * 23 * "2 Y Ny ww c . mY — 
8 wn * > pgs — 4 — . n 1 32 : n 
* » . — — 4 
f A © =» wad. * be * ed. ho EDIT IS — Po 
— — G2 — — 2 bo * &. 
4 8 : ” C0 F |; ' . : > ü — . 
5 = * ene » SW © * F * * 
_ k „ . 4 „ WR 


* 0 * 
— "3 * : — 
* 9 = = — 
» + 
1 * [PV * 
* N 


— 


Sw 


Sv 


CRY 
, ö . 
1 3 = 


* 


2 4 gt ee a a 
— 2 225 
3 * — — 29 


— „ 
— YE = 


5 
1 . 8 2 2 "hs - 


*% 
4 
* 
3 


78 Opus CoLoNxtEvs. 


order to bring him back to Thebes, there hav- 
ing been an Oracle that 23 be dyed 
and his Sepulchre lay, the People of that Coun- 
trey ſhould be Vickorious over the other in the 
War between the Thebans and Athenians; 
and going to a Place called the brazen Way, 
near a Cavity where Pluto is feigned to have 
ſnatched Proſerpine to his gloomy Domintons, he 
was taken away in a wonderful Manner. 
This Tragedy was compoſed by Sophocles in his 
old Age, to gratify both his own Countreymen, 
the Colonites, and the Athenians. How well 
it anſwered his Ends, the following Story rela- 
ted by Dr. Potter is a ſufficient Proof. 
Sophocles being accuſed by Jophon and his 
other Sons, before the Phratores, of neglect- 
ing his Affairs thro' Dotage, read to them 
this Tragedy, which he had then lately com- 
poſed, and aſk'd them if they thought a Do- 
tard could be capable of making ſuch a Tra- 
gedy, whereupon he was immediately ac- 
quitted. . 
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ACT IJ. SCENE J. 


Oedipus, and Antigone leading him. 
Oed. NViigone, Daughter of a blind old 
7 5 Man, to what Places are we 
come, or what City? * Who 
a now will relieve wandring Oe- 
dipus? Or with ſmall Gifts receive his preſ- 
ſing Wants? I fue to none but for à ſlender 
Alms; and though whar I receive be leſs than 
little, yet it ſufficeth me: For Sufferings, old 
Age; and a third Thing, Nobleneſs of Mind, 
teach me to be content. But, O Daughter, 
if thou ſeeſt any b prophane Seat, or any ſa- 
cred to the Gods, place me there, that we 
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: IVho-now will receive wandring,] Gr: ti; . nas 


„Mile Older Jig. I have tranſlated the Word »is 


here interrogatively, but it may likewife be underſtood 
to ſupply the Place of the Article #, and to agree with 
the preceding Word xa»; and then the Tranſlation 
will be, which will receive, &c. without an Interro- 
gation ; yet the former Senſe is moſt uſual among Au- 
„ | 3 Eh | 3 
b Prophane Sat.] Gt: es Se, This Word 
is varioufly underſtood g r, is taken ſome- 
times for the Body of the Temple, in Oppoſition to 
the the %%, beyond which it was not unlawful for 


may 
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80 Orpipus Colossus. 
may enquire where we are; for it is fit, that 


being Strangers, we ſhould learn of the Citi- 


zenls What is convenient to be done. 
Ant.” Omiſerabſe Father Ordrpus, the City, 
as well as I can conjecture at this Diſtance, 
is ſurrounded by Towers; here ſeems to be a 
facred Place, abounding with Lawrel, Olive 
Trees, and Vines, e many Nightingales ſing 
in it. Here eaſe thy wearied Limbs on this 


unpoliſhed Rock, for thou haſt eome a great 


Way for an old Man. 
— Set me down now, and guard a blind 
* 


any one to enter but the Prieſt. So g ang ſigni- 
fies a Lay- man, one who is not initiated into holy Or- 


ders, in Oppoſition to i. e a Prieſt, Thus Horace, 


Carm. Lib. III. Od. 1. 


Odi profanum villgus, & arceo. 
- Favete linguis, carmina non prins 
Audita, Muſarum Sacerdos. 


Sometimes it is the ſame with, uses, or au dε ., a 


polluted or unclean Perſon. Thus all who were 


ge Or unpolluted were permitted to paſs within or 
beyond the fg, a Veſſel which ſtood at the 


Temple Door, and contained the Holy Water, but 


the p81 were not. Thus Euripides. od Sun BI 


ern d Jour, And Sie Y irie gib; ſo 


here gi ves, fignifies a Place free for any to be in. 
e Many Nightingales fing in it.] This Paſſag 
ceeding beautiful in the Original. 


Ant. I am not to learn that after fo long 


e is ex 


Oed. 
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Oed. Canſt thou tell me where we are 
placed? 

Ant. Near Athens 1 know, but I know not 
this particular Place; for every Traveller told 
me that this was Attica. Bur ſhall I go and 
learn what Place this is? : 

Oed. Ves, Child, if it be habitable. 

Ant. It is inhabited, but I believe ! 15 
no need, for I ſee a Man near us. 

Oed. Coming hither in haſte? | 

Ant. Even juſt here, and to him you may 
ſay what is convenient for you to ſpeak, for 
the Man is here. 


ACT 1 SCENE II. 


Oedipus, Stranger, Antigone, 

Oed. O Stranger, I hear from her who ſees 
for me, and for her ſelf, that thou art come 
to me a lucky Spy, to ſpeak what we are un- 
certain of, 

Stran. Before you enquire more, come out 
of this Seat, for you poſſeſs a Place which is 
not lawful to tread. 

Oed. What Place is this? What God is it 
ſacred to? 

Stran, It * not to be touched, or inhabit; 
ted, 4 for the venerable Goddeſſes ſſeſs it, 
Daughters of the Earth and . 


4 For the venerable Goddeſſes.) Phylarchus ſays they 
were two, and had each a Statue at Athens: Polemon 


Vos, II. F Oed. 
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i. e. favourable or propitious; out of an Opinion tha 


wicked Actions. Yet Philemon, a comic Poet, w 
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Oed. Who? For I deſire to know their ſz 
cred Names. | 

Stran. The People who inhabit here cal | 
them the Eumenides, who ſee all Things; buf 
others are pleated to call them e by other 
Names. 

Oed. But may they receive 5 SupplianÞ 
with Mercy, that I may not return out «fff 
this Land more. | 
Stran. What Prayer is that thou haſt ad : 
dreſſed to the Goddeſles ? | 

Oed. One which declares all my Miſerie . 

Stran. But I have not Confidence to be 
longer abſent from the City, ere I declar 
what is to be done. . 

Oed. Now by the Gods, Stranger, do na 
flight me, tho I am ſuch a Wanderer, but re. 
ſolve my Doubts. | 


* 


three, biz. Aleclo, Megæra, and Tiſiphone. They were! 
according, to Sophacles, the Daughters of the Ear | 
and Darkneſs; but to others of Nox and Achern 
Eupborian calls them the Daughters of Phorcus or Phe. 
con, a Sea Monſter, Son of Pontus and Terra. | 

G By other Names. As t e,“, OT otras Y. The 
Sicyonians, Athenians, and others, called them AHA 


their true Names were unlucky Omens: Or by an 4» 
tiphraſis, being quite contrary to favourable ; for they 
are ſaid to be the Revengers of Impiety, and to har 
Snakes knit with their Hair, who by their biting, ex 

preſs the .Stings of Conſcience, which N 1 Ji 


bave it, that the , or Ig 194, were differen 
from the Ens is;, | 
2 Stran 


OEDIpus CoLONEUS. 83 


Stran. Command me, for I will nor 
ſlight thee. 

Oed. What therefore is the Place to which 
Wwe are come ? 
Stran. As far as my Knowledge can in- 
form thee, thou ſhalt know all Things: This 
Ewhole Place is facred, reverend Neptune pre- 
ſides over it, and the Fire- bearing God, Pro- | 
Emctheus the Titan; that Place of the Earth 


r fa- 


E —— 


ad. thou treadeſt upon is called the s brazen Way, 

che Defence of Athens : And the neighbour- 
ries ing Villages pray, that this verdant Hill may 
bebe their Defence, and thence they have all 


cheir common Names of Colonites. This is 
che State of the Caſe, not more known by 
Reports than by certain Knowledge. 

Oed. Doth any one inhabit theſe Places? 
Stran. Yes, and they are named from the 
God. 


TL EY x 


Prometheus the Titan.] He is worſhipped at 4. 
ben, as is Vulcan likewiſe, where in the Acade 


b Prometheus being the Elder, is placed on the right 

Hand, holding a Sceptre, and Vulcan on the left.. He 
* Wis called Titan by Way of Compariſon, becauſe with- 
51016 


out Permiſſion from Jupiter, he ſtole Fire from Hea- 


tha ven, and gave it to Men, for which he ſuffered the 
Ar ame Puniſhment with the Titans Brother Sons of Sa- 
they turn, viz. He was fixed under Mount Caucaſus, and 
navel Vulture always was gnawing on his Liver. 

ex 8 The brazen May.] A Place ſo called in the Temple; 
y al it was faid there was a Paſſage that Way to Hades. It 
* WJ takes that Epithet from the brazen Mines with which 


rag abounded, where the Groye and Temple 
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-plain as if we faw. 


there where thou art, until I go and ell 
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Oed. Doth any govern them; or is th 
Command in the Multitude? 

Stran. Theſe Countries round the City an 
govern'd by the King. 

Oed. But who is it whoſe Voice and Poweſ 
commands? i 

Stran. He is called Theſeus, Son of thi 1 ro 
former Ægeus. 

Oed. And would not any Meſſenger 9 1 
from you to him? 

Stran. To ſay what? to deſire him to com 


Oed. That affording a little, he may N 
much. 

Stran. What help can we expect from! 
Man who cannot ſee ? 

Oed. Whatſoever we ſhall ſay, ſhall be 2 


rn,” rr r 
* * N : * * . 


Stran. Hear then my Propoſal : Miſtaki 
me not, Stranger; ſince thou art noble as thou | 
ſeemeſt to me, beyond thy Fortune, remain 


ad 
theſe Things to my Neighbours who ar . 
here, and not to the Citizens, for they wil 3 
judge whether it be fit you ſtay or return 
again. 


OxD1eus Coloxteus, By 
the 3:38 | Z 
Acr I. SCENE III. 


Oedipus, Antigone 


Oed. O Daughter, is not the Stranger gone 
the rom us ? 

Aut. He is gone, Father, fo that every 
TThing is in quiet, and you may ſpeak as be- 
Ing near me alone. | 

Oed. O venerable Furies, fince I now firſt 
ave fat upon this Earth, be not to me and 
Hpollo unkind, who after having pronounced 
oncerning me many unfortunate Oracles, faid, 
hat here ſhould be my Reft after many tedi- 
pus Years, coming to the Borders of this 
ountrey, where I might receive a Seat, and 
Reception from the venerable Goddeſſes, and 
there inhabiting, lay down my miſerable 


Ons. 


90 
* 


wm * 7 8 


„ F i oak +> <x334 


alk 
hou 3 : 
An b There inhabiting, lay dotun.] The Paſſage which 
ul Fe old Scholiaſt cites from Ly/imachus, ſeems to con- 
dict Saphocles's Fiction of Qedipus's dying in At- 
ares, which is as follows. When the Friends of Oe- 
wil , would have buried him in Thebes, they were hin- 
n f ed by the Thebans, becauſe of the Plague inflicted 
them upon his Account; whereupon they took his 
ody, and buried it at Ceus in Bœotia; but ſome Misfor- 
nes happening to the Inhabitants, they judged that 
Fe Body of Oedipus lying there, wag the Occaſion of 
em. Whereupon they ordered his Friends to take 
Fay the Body, which they did, and privately buried 
nn the Temple of Ceres in Eteonus; but the Inhabi- 
ens thereabouts hearing of it, conſulted their God, 
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was, that they ſhould not ſtir him, being a Supplianſ® 


I. v. 


86 OE DIpGUs Color EVUs. 


Life, ito thoſe who receive me Gain, bu lit 
Loſs to thoſe who ſent me hither, who drow di 
me out. He likewiſe foretold, that Sign 
would appear to me of theſe Things, of 
Earthquake, or Thunder, or Lightning 1 
Fove: And now I know, that doubtleſs ſome 
faithful Augury from you hath lead me thi 
Way into this Foreſt, Phe it cannot be that i 

my Travels I ſhould meet with you firſt bt 
Accident, (I being ſober * and you averſe uf 
Wine) or fit upon this venerable and unpo 


whether to caſt him out thence, or not: His Anſwe | 


of the Goddeſs. The Temple is called from him 0+ 
dipodium. : 

But there is no Truth in it neither, if we ml 
believe Homer, who ſpeaks of his dying at Thel F 


YO; wole ©1Þa; ibs ddr Olde. 
F.g rape, 


i To thoſe who receive me Gain, but Loſs, .] The Sch 
liaſt thinks the Athenians and Thebans were then 1 i 
Strife, and that the Poet ſays this to gratify thy 
former. | 

k And you aver ſo to Wi vie.) Gr. 1. Pwv Hs , Sober : 
you ſober, ſo called becauſe their Sacrifices confiſted of 
Water. And Polemon ſays, that the Athenians fact 
ficed ſober Sacrifices or Libations likewiſe to Memon f 
the Muſes, the Morning, the Sun, Moon, Nymp 
Urama Venus. Crates ſays likewiſe , that all Woo 
except that of the Vine, was called mode $1 
But Philochorus on the other Hand ſays, That ThynP 
was the only Wood which was ſo called, and the i 
that was ever uſed for Burnt-Offerings, *u+6gu; 9vriag 
and that therefore it takes its Name of Thyme, fron 


liſhe 


OxDieus CoLoxNtus, 87 
dul liſh'd Seat. Wherefore, O Goddeſſes, accor- 
ove ding to the Anſwers of Apollo, grant me here 
gu an End and Cataſtrophe of my Life; unleſs I 

I ſeem to have had ſomething too ſmall Trou- 


* 


ble, altho' always oppreſs d by the greateſt E- 
mel vils incident to Mankind. Come therefore, 
cha O ſweet Children of old Darkneſs; come, 


ti who from moſt mighty Pallas art called, O 
Allens, the moſt honourable of Cities; pity 
chis miſerable Image of Oedipus, for this is 
not the ancient Body. 

Ant. Be ſilent, for hither come ſome an- 
© cient Men as Viewers of your Seat. 
Ded. I will be ſilent, and thou lead me out 
of the Way and hide me in the Foreſt, that I 
may hear what they will ſay, for by hearing 


vue may learn what to do. 


- 
oh 


7 5, to ſacrifice, The learned Doctor Potter is of Opini- 
on, that there was a particular Reaſon why each of theſe 
before- mentioned Deities were honoured with ſuch Ob- 
WJ lations : Firft, the Eumenides, becauſe the divine Juſtice 

© ought always to be vigilant. Secondly, the Sun, becauſe 
be by whom all Things are incompaſſed and held toge- 
ther, ought to be temperate. Thirdly, Bacchus, that 
Men might not always be accuſtomed to ſtrong and 
„ unmixed Wines, Sc. See Archzal. Gras. Vol. I. 

Pag. 212. | 


F 4 AcT 


They withdraw farther into the Foreſt, ani 


Where is the wandrin: Exile, &c. 


the Temple and Grove of the Eumenides, and given 


on is to be obſerved between the Parados, or firſt Sons 


ſeth the firſt Act, and in this Tragedy begins at the 


88 Oxp1ievs Coloxrus. 


N 


AcTI. SckExE IV. 


enter the Chorus of ancient Men of Athens, 


Cho. | See, but who is he? Where doth he 2 
hide? Where is the wandring Exile, the 


. 
4 
'F 


I See but who is he, where, &c.] The Chorus heat 
ing of Oedipus his placing himſelf in that forbidden 
Place, firſt comes in and expoſtulates in the following 
Manner. See, but who is he? Where doth he hide! 


Although the Chorus entreth here, yet this is not the 
firſt Song of the Chorus, or the Parodos, but they ſpeak 
here without ſinging: It would indeed have been ver 
unnatural, had the Chorus here entered ſinging, befor: 
they were inſtructed in Action, in which they were to 
be concerned. But after Oedipus had placed himſelf in 


Occaſion to the aſſembling of the Chorus, and they had 
informed both themſelves and the Audience in the Nu. 
ture of the Action, they then begin the Parodos, or i 
firſt Song, and act their Part as a Chorus; who before 
only joined in ſpeaking the Prologue, that is all that 
precedes the firſt Song of the Chorus. This DiſtinQi- 


of the Chorus, and its Diſcourſe in all the Tragedies of 
the Antients ; although for want of having ſufficiently | 
examined this Practice, the latter hath been taken 10 . 
the former. The ſirſt Song of the Chorus always clo- 


Words, Zolras g 140. xs And ends with merle ; 


A Ae 


m The met inſatiable.] i. e. Whom no other Place 
could fatisty. i 


moſt 


OxDp1ievs CoLongus. 89 


moſt inſatiable of all Men? Search him: Look, 
ſee, call every where for this Wanderer, this 
old Wanderer; he is no Inhabitant, otherwiſe 


he would never have come to this inacceſſible 
Foreſt of the invincible Goddeſſes, whom 


we tremble to mention n and paſs by with- 


out Speech og Thought, but ſpeaking Words 
of lucky Omen And now it is faid that ſome 
one is come without any Reverence to this 
hallowed Place, whom I looking for through 
the whole Foreſt, cannot know where he is 
hid. | 
Oed. Here I am, I heard what you faid. 
[Oedipus at a Diſtance ſpeaks. 
Cho. Alas, alas! terrible to look on, - and 
terrible to hear. 
Oed. 1 beſeech you look not on me as an 
impious Man. | | 


Cho. O Jupiter the Defender, who is this 


old Man? 


Oed Governors of this Land, not altoge- 
ther one whom you may judge happy for my 
former Fortune, that is plain; for otherwiſe I 
had not crept hither with other Eyes than my 
own, nor, at this Age, come hither on a {wnall 
Account. 5 

Cho. Alas! alas! for thoſe blind Eyes moſt 
unhappy you are, an unfortunate old Man, as 


And paſs by without, &c.) As Perſons in Dread 
of ſome impending Danger, dare not ſpeak or think of 
any Thing but what is moſt pure and innocent, 


thou 


90 OrDpievs CoLoxtvs. 


thou ſeemeſt ; but thou ſhalt not charge on us 
thoſe Curſes which attend this Raſhneſs; thou 
goeſt where it 13 not lawful for thee to go. 
Come not on this herby ſilent Grove, where a 
full Cup of Water mixed with Wane, is of- 
fered to the venerable Goddeſſes. Take good 
Care of this, unfortunate Stranger, avoid it. 
Be gone, the long Diſtance interpoſes. But doſt 
thou hear, thou wretched Wanderer, if thou 
giveſt any Attention to my Speech, go from 
theſe inacceſſible Places, and ſpeak, where 
the ſame Liberty is allowed to all, but firſt 
curb thy ſelf. 
Oed. Daughter, what can one think? 
Ant. Father, it is neceſſary you think with 
the Citizens, and willingly ſubmit to them. 
Oed. Now take hold of me. 
Ant. I do hold thee. 
Oed. O Stranger, let me not be hurt, fince 
truſting to you I come forth. 
Cho. By no Means, none ſhall lead thee un- 
willingly from thoſe Seats. 
Oed Still therefore, ſtill ſhall I advance. 
Oed. comes forward led by N 
Cho. Advance more forward. 
Oed. Yet? 
Cho. Come forward, Maid, for thou heareſt. 
Ant. But follow, follow this Way, Father, 
with thy dark Body, where I lead; and being 
a Stranger, content your ſelf to know no 0- 
ther Bounds of Right and Wrong, than what 
are here preſcribed. 95 
ed. 


/ 
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Oed. Do thou lead me now, Child, that 


when we come, we may ſpeak with Piety, 
and likewiſe hear and not reſiſt Neceflity. 

Cho. There, move not thy Foot from that 
Threſhold which bounds the inacceſſible Way. 

Ant. Thus? 

Cho. Enough. Stand. [Comes forward. 

Oed. Shall I fit? 

Cho. A-croſs on the Top of the Rock, bend- 
ing forward a little. | | 
Ant. Father, this is my Buſineſs, gently to 
direct each Step you tread; therefore commit 

your antient Body to my loving Hand. 
[Placing him down. 

Oed. Wo is me, ſad Misfortune! 

Cho. O Wretch! Since you are now eaſie, 
tell who are thy Parents, and who art thou, 
who ſo miſerably art lead? 

Oed. Strangers, I am a baniſhed Man; but 
do not -—, 285 

Cho. Why doſt thou refuſe that, old Man? 

Oed. Aſk me not who J am, nor ſearch, nor 
enquire farther. 

Cho, What is that? 

Oed. Wretched Race. 

Chs. Speak. 

Oed. Wo is me, Daughter! what ſhall I 
ſay?” -- :; 
Cho. Of what Race art thou, Stranger? 
Speak, of what paternal Deſcent? 

Oed. Wo is me, my Child! what ſhall I 


ſuffer ? 
Ant. 
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Ant. Speak, ſince thou art now at the laſt 
Extremity. | a 
Ded. I will ſpeak, for I cannot be ſecret. 

Cho. Yau delay long, but make haſte, 

Oed. Know ye the Son of Latus? 

Cho. Wo is me! SIN: 

Oed. Deſcendant of Labdacus, 

Cho. O Jupiter? 

Oed. Unhappy Oedipus. 

Cho. Art thou he? 

Oed. Fear not what I ſay, 

Cho. Wo! Wo! 

Oed. Unhappy I. 

Cho, Ah! Ah! 

Oed. Daughter, what will be the Event? 

Cha. Get thee far hence out of this Coun- 
trey but what can you anſwer to juſtify your 
Breach of Promiſe? 

Chg. Fatal Puniſhment will fall on none 
for revenging thoſe Injuries he hath ſuffered, 
and * Frauds are more juſtly recompenſed by 
Frauds, than Favours; But thou again return 
put of theſe Places, and leave our Land, leſt 
you conſtrain our City to uſe ſome Act of Vi- 
olence againſt you, 


® Frauds arg more juſtly recompenſed.)] The Chorus 
finding out the Truth, i. e. that he was a polluted Per- 
ſon, think themſelves not bound by their Promiſe, in 


Regard that he had deceived them. 


Orpipus Coloxntts. 53 

Ant. v O reverend Strangers, ſince you en- 
dure not my old blind Father, having heard 
the Report of his involuntary Crimes, yet we 
beſeech you — me a Wretch, who vi" — 
cate for my Father, who beholding your Pre- 
ſence with awful Eyes as one ſprang from 
your Blood, pray that this miſerable Man 
may find Reverence with you. We, Wretches, 
rely on you as on a God. Go, grant this un- 
hoped-for Kindneſs, I beſeech you, if you have 
ought that is dear to you, Care for your Off- 
ſpring; Regard for your Promiſe or your In- 
tereſt, or Reverence to God. For there is 
none of all Mankind who can efcape when 
God tniſleads him into ſecret Crimes. 

Cho. But know, Daughter of Oedipus, we 
pity thee, and him by Reaſon of his Calami- 
ty: But fearing from the Gods we cannot 
ſpeak other Language than what we have 
ſpoke to you already. 

Oed. What Advantage is there in Glory or 
Fame founded on falſe Reports, when they 
ſay 4 Athens is the moſt pious City, and only 
City for protecting a Stranger, and for help- 
ing him? Do I experience this Truth? For 
firſt having removed me from theſe Seats, 


O reverend Strangers.] Here Antighne finding the 
deſpicable Caſe they were in, beſpeaks their Compaſ- 
hon in very moving Terms. | 

4 Athens is the moſt pious City.] There was (ſays 
the Scholiaſt) an Altar at Athens raiſed to" Bars, i. e. 
Mercy, whom they adored as a Goddeſs, | 


1 you 


94 OrDievs CoroxkEus. 


_-_ expel me hence fearing only my Name: 
ot this my Perſon or my Crimes, fince my 
Crimes are rather what I ſuffered than acted. 
If you muſt ſpeak to what concerns my Fa- 
ther and Mother, on whoſe Account you fear 
me, which I know very well, how am I in 
Nature bad, who ſuffering Violence repay'd it 
back? bo cher Gf wrih n edge I 
had done it, yet were I worthy of mp 
bur I thro' — . u into thoſe Misfor- 
tunes; they who me did it knowing 


what they did. Wherefore, Strangers, I be- 


ſeech you by the Gods, ſince you have moved 
me from my Place, preſerve me here, leſt 
while you ſeem to honour the Gods you ho- 
nour F au not at all; but you will ſee that 
they regard good Men, and wicked too, and 
that no wicked Man ſhall eſcape divine Ven- 
geance. Do not therefore, by aiding in im- 
pious Acts, diſhonour happy Athens ; but as 

ou have received me a Suppliant, and as you 
— given me your Promiſe, preſerve me, 
defend me, nor ſceing my wretched Head, 
diſhonour me, for I come holy and pious, and 
bringing Aſſiſtance to theſe Citizens. When 


the Lord is preſent who is the Prince, he ſhall 


hear, and know all my State; but till then by 

no Means be unkind. 

Che. It is very juſt, old Man, we ſhould re- 

vere your Arguments, which have been urged 

not with few Words; it ſufficeth us that the 

Governours of this Land know all. NE 
| Oed. 


i nn 22086 EAST 3% 


ee 


Www gr e 


— 2 


1 tf . 3 * FOE” ö n + s 
777. ts 2-0 0 TER 


„ U F Ä ᷣ ⁵ff—f᷑—ꝑꝑ ̃ ˙²⅛S ͤ n 


as e ee een 


< - x M4 9 r nene 
3 FFC r 


OrD1evs Coroxtfus. 95 


Oed. Do you think he will have any Reve- 
rence or Care of a blind Man? And that he 
will come without Reluctance? 

Cho. Doubtleſs when he hears your - 

Oed. Who will tell him that? =» 

Cho. The Way indeed is long, yet much 
frequented by Travellers, who ſpread abroad 

all News. Be confident he hearing this will 
come ; for your Name, old Man, hath reach- 
ed all People's Ears: So that tho' dull he 


| _— hearing of you he will come hither 


quic 
od. But may he come in an auſpicious 
Hour to this City and to me; for what good 
Man is not a Friend to himſelf ? 

Ant. O Jupiter, what ſhall I fay, or whi- 


cher ſhall I go? 


Oed. What is it, Daughter? 
Ant. 1 ſee a Woman coming near us upon 2 


Sicilian Horſe, and a Theſſalian Hat to hide her 


from the Sun upon her Head covers her Face. 
What ſhall I ſay? Is it ſhe or is it not? Or 


doth my Judgment wander ſo in Doubtfulneſs 


that I know not what to ſay, a Wretch? She 


is no other but Jinene, for her chearful Eyes 
declare ſhe is. 


Oed. What haſt thou ſaid, Child. 
Ant. That J ſee your Daughter and my 
diſter; but by her Voice we may ſoon know. 


ACT 


96 Opus Coroxkus. 


AcT I. ScExkE V. 


Oedipus, Antigone, Iſmene, Chorus. 


In. O Meeting the moſt agreeable to me 
of my Father and Siſter, with what Difficul- 
ty I have found you, and having found you 
with Grief I ſee you. 

Oed. My Child, thou art come. 

. Vin. My Father, miſerable Object to be- 
old. 
Ded. O Daughter of my own Blood. 

Vin. Unhappy Father. 

Oed. Daughter do I behold thee ? 

Vin. But not free from Sorrow. 

Oed. Touch me Child. 

Vin. I embrace you both together. 

Oed. Her and me? 

In. And me the unhappy third. 

Oed. Child, why art thou come? 

1/m. Out of Care for you. 

Ded. The Love of us? 
Vn. And likewiſe to tell you, that with 
this only faithful Servant I came hither, 

Oed. But your younger Brothers, where 
are they at labour ? | 

Vin. They are where they are, there are 
{ad Diſturbances now among them. 

Oed. How are they all conform'd to the 
Egyptian Laws, both in Diſpoſition and 

25 Manner 


OxD1eus Colox EUS. 97 


Manner of Life, * for there the Men fit at 
home, working with the Spindle, but their 
Wives always abroad prepare all Things ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of Life. So thoſe of 
you, my Children, whom it was fit ſhould 
labour, keep Houle like Virgins, but you in- 
ſtead of them for my Sake, in my Afflictions 
imploy all your Pains, for Antigone ſince ſhe 
left her Infant Food and her Strength grew 
ripe, always an unhappy Wanderer with me 
ied her Life; often in the diſmal Woods with- 
out Food, her tender Feet inur'd to Pain, in 
cold Rains drenched, and ſcorched with the 
Extremities of burning ſunny Heats, neglect- 
ed the Comforts of Retirement at home, ſo 
ſhe might get Food for her Father. But you, 
O Daughter, went out before to bring all the 
Oracles to thy Father unknown to the Thebans, 
{ which are delivered concerning me. Thou haſt 
been a faithful Keeper to me ſince I was ex- 
pelled out of the Land, but now what Meſ- 


r For there the Men.] This Cuſtom was introduced 
by Se/o/tris, who impoſed the Duties*of Men on Wo- 
men, and of Women on Men : For in order to change 
| their Diſpoſitions, as well as their different Taſks, he 
ordered the Men to go bare headed, but the Women 
io let their Hair grow; the Men to bear their Burthens 
on their Heads, but the Women on their Shoulders ; 
the Men to make Water fitting, but the Women 
ſtanding ; the Men to wear but one Garment, and the 
Women two. This was done that their Minds being 
emaſculated, they might be the leſs able to reſiſt his 
uſurped Power, 


Vor. II. G ſage 
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ſage doſt thou bring, I/mene, to thy Father 

What warlike Expedition hath driven thee 

from home? Thou art not come empty, that 
I know well, but bringeſt ſome terrible News 
to me. 


I'm. The Sufferings, Father, which I ſuf- Þ 
fer'd ſeeking for you, I will paſs by, (for I will Þ 
not renew my Griefs by a fruitleſs Narration 
of them) but what Evils are now among 
your unfortunate Children, thoſe I come to 
declare. Before there was a Contention be- 


tween them whether the Kingdom ſhould 


deſcend to Creon, and the City not to be pol- 
luted; then they reaſoned concerning the ancient 
Stain which polluted your miſerable Houſe, 
But now from ſome of the Gods ora deſtructive 
| — ſad Strife is riſen among the Wretches 

elves, who ſhould poſſeſs the Govern- 
ment and deſpotick Power; and the younger 


and inferiour by Age deprives Polynices, who 


was firſt born, of the Throne, and drives him 
out of the Countrey. Now he (as Fame re- 


ports) coming to Argos a Fugitive, takes his 
new Kindred and Friends for his Companions 
in the War, that the Glory of the Argian 
may mount to the Skies by the Ruin of the 
 Theban Land; and theſe are not a mere Mul- 
tirude of Words, but ſuch as truly declare the 
cruel Deeds. But when the Gods will pity 
your Miſeries, I cannot learn. 


Oed 


Manhood moſt yu” ? 
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Oed. Haſt thou therefore any hope the 
Gods have any Care of me, and that I ſhall 
ome Time be freed ? 

In. 1 have by theſe preſent Oracles. 

Oed. What are they? What hath been 
ſoretold? 

Vin. That you would one Time be deſired 


by theſe Men dead and live, for your Aſſi- 


ſtance. 


Oed. What can be expected from ſuch a 
Man as I? 


Vn. They fay that in you is all their 


strength. 


Oed. Now that I am no more, doth my 


I/m. For now t 
Ie they ruin d you. 
Oed. It is in vain to raiſe an old Man, who 


Gods raiſe you up, be- 


fell when young. 


Iſm. Know that Creon, on account of theſe 
Things will come in a little Time. 

Oed. To do what Daughter? Tell me. 

I/m. That they may place you near the The- 
bon Land, and poſſeſs your Body; but you 
may not enter the Borders of the Land. 

Ded. What Advantage will they get by my 
Ving near the Gates? 

In. Your Tomb will be unfortunate and 
grievous to them, if from home. 


Oed. Without the Information of God 


who can find out that? 


G 2 1jm. 


* TR... . 2 * THEE * 1 6 I. 


2 of © 


{ 
{ 


— 
— 4 * 


. 
e 


2 
A... 


3 


* 


— wy x 
9 


92 — 
n 


222 — * 
* 


8 


7 
= _ 

£* 2 I a $3.04 * 

3 3 


aww 


— rern r 
0 * * I" % » 
= 1 1 3 _ = > 


— 2 © © = 
«% 
Ar. a” X __ I 
* ot _—— ny 


_— — mn 
SS ct v3. docs Sat 
FIST 6 -u CT II. AT os 


_ Y — — ww — 
- o 4 aS- 8 1 * — — 
® 4.4 & 1 4 Aa S 2 
2 
* 2 ns Tz 


2 — 


— 


— 
3 
rr 
* * = WL 


* — 2 - — * 2 — res, — 
5 Go == "= "> * * 5 
* > > * = — * 
3 


* ? 
= * — = PR = * 
. ® wks. , wv 
e LI CREBndS TW... 


100 Oxbieus CoLoxxus. 
Im. For this Cauſe they will place the 


near the Countrey, nor give thee thy own Li 


berty. 


ed. Will they bury me in Theban Duſt? Þ 


Vn. No Father, your Kindred's Blood 
which you have ſhed ſuffers not that. 

Oed. And would they not poſſeſs my Body? 

Jin. No, for that would be unfortunate 9 


the Thebans. 


Oed. How can that be? 


1/m. Becauſe of the Wrath of the God 


which purſues thee when they put thee in 
thy Sepulchre. 
Oed. From whom didſt thou hear tho 


| Words which thou ſpeakeſt ? 


In. From thoſe who were preſent at th: 
Delphick Altars. | 
Oed. And did Phebus ſay theſe Things oi 


me? 


I/m. As the Ambaſſadors ſay who returned 
from thence to Thebes. 
Oed. Which of my Children did hear this 
Jin. Both together, and know it well. 
Oed. And did the wicked Youths, hearing 
theſe Things, out of Love to me, reſolve to 
ſeize the Government? 
Vn. I grieve to hear the News, yet bring 
it, 


Oed. But may the Gods never extinguiſh 
this their fatal Scrife but may the End only 
be in me of the War in which they are nov 
engaged, and raiſe up Arms: So may he who 
| ds 3 now 


ole 
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now poſſeſſeth the Sceptre and Kingdom not 
continue in his preſent State, nor he who is 
gone out of the City return again; who did 


bot keep nor defend me their Father, ſo diſ- 
| honourably expelled the Countrey : For driven 


from my Throne, I was ſent out by them 


and declared an Exile. But you may fay that 


the City freely granted that as a Gift to grati- 
fy my Requeſt. By no means, for in that Day 


when Anger raged, and it was moſt pleaſant to 


me to die, and even to be ſtoned with Stones, 
none appeared to favour my Requeſt ; but in 
Time when all Trouble was mitigated, and 
they there ſaw my Mind extravagant in Grief 
had puniſh'd me more than my former Faults 
deſerv d, then ſtraight the City W drove 
me into Baniſhment after I had been long in 


it. But they, when they could aſſiſt their 


Father, would not do it; but for a ſmall Of- 


fence, a poor Exile from them I wander; and 
from thoſe who are but Virgins, as much as 
the Weakneſs of their Sex allows, I am ſup- 
plied with Neceflaries of Life, and am ſe- 
cured from Harm in whatſoever Place I come, 
and even my Honour is by their Care pre- 
ſerv d. They before their Father, have choſe 
to gain Thrones and Sceptres, and govern a 
Countrey: But neither will they ever have me 
their Aſſiſtant, nor ſhall they ever enjoy the 
Empire, as I perceive by hearing theſe Ora- 
cles which T1/mene brings, and comparing 
them with the ancient Oracles which Pheabus 
G 3 ONCE 
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102 Orxpievs CoLoNEus. 
once delivered concerning me. Wherefore 


let them ſend Creon for me, or any othe Ml * 
powerful Citizen; yet if you Strangers, toge. 
ther with theſe venerable Goddeſſes of you: 
Countrey, will aſſiſt me, you will purchaſ 
by that Act a mighty * Saviour for this Cir, 


but for my Enemies Troubles. 

Cho Oedipus is worthy to be pitied, he and 
his Daughters ; but ſince you propoſe your- 
ſelf in your Diſcourſe a Saviour of this City, Ii 
would recommend to you what is convenient, 

Oed. Dear Strangers, do but receive me 
now, and I will perform all that your Wil 
requires. | 

Cho. Offer an Expiation to the Goddeſſes to 
whom you came, and whoſe Ground you 
have trod. | 

Oed. By what means, Strangers, tell me? 

Cho. Firſt taking ſacred Libations out of 
the perpetual Fountain, offer them with pur: 
Hands. 

Oed. But when I have taken of that in- 
corrupt Stream ; what then ? 
Cho. There are Cups, the Work of an inge- 
nious Artiſt, whoſe Heads and : two Ears do 

thou crown. 


FLY 


lt. _ r 


Saviour for this City.] Either in the Peloponneſian o 
ether War, tho' this was feigned by the Poet to flat 
ter his Countrey. SCHOLIAST. 

e Two Ears do thou.] Gr. ge di,, doubi 
mouthed, or handled, or rather having Heads of Anima! 


Oed 


engraved on each Side. | £ 


mM 


5 


Cs fland before t 
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Oed. With green Boughs or Threads, or by 


what Manner? 
Cho. With the new Fleece of a young 
004 Be it ſo: What is within the Cup, 
how muſt I offer that ? | 


Cho. Stand, and u pour out Libations to the 
Sun. | 

Oed. Out of thoſe Pitchers which you ſpeak 
of ſhall I pour them? 

Cho. Water out of the three Fountains, 
and the laſt Drop. 2 

Oed. With what ſhall I fill this? Tell me 
that likewiſe. | 

Cho. With Honey and Water, add no 
Wine. 2 

Oed. But when the leafed Earth hath re- 
ceived theſe Things, what then? 


* Pour out Libations to the Sun.] Gr. firſt Morn- 
ing. Theſe Libations offered to the Sun were moſtly 
Honey alone, or Honey mixed with Water ; but it 
was unlawful to offer him any Wine, as appears by the 
following expreſs Prohibition of the Chorus. | 


"dares; weaiorn;, und wegr@ ice ity. 
Floney and Water, add no Wine. 


Cratinus ſpeaks of the giver weyanlku, or Maſtich-Tre, 
being offered to him, 

Aye On mer; "Ew vg d]. re, I} 

Au ub ave PALL gu rey ans. 


e Sun, and take in your Hand the great 
Maftick-Tree, 
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Cho. * Add three Times nine Olive Boughs 
with both your Hands, and offer theſe 
Prayers. 

Oed. Supplication being my chief Affair 
thoſe would J hear. 

Cho. Since we invoke the Eumenides, do 
thou pray thy ſelf, that with a tender Breaſ 
they would receive their Votary, who brings 
Safety to us, and if thou haſt any other 
Friend let him affiſt thee, Y nor let thy Voice 
be heard or thy Prayer long; then return 


x Add three Times nine Olive Boughs.] Of the ſeve- 
ral kinds of. E inTngact, or odd ixTnets, i. E. Sup- 
pliant Boughs, mentioned in our Notes on Oedipus Ty- 
rannus, Act I. Scene I. Obſerve farther, that the moſt 
in uſe with Suppliants were Lawrel or Olive; whence 
Statius, 


Mite nemus circa —— | 
Vittate Laurns, & ſupplicis Arbor Olive. 
About this Grove the peaceful Olive grows, 
And fprightly Lawrel, on whoſe verdant Boughs 
Wreathed Garlands hang 
H. H. 


The Lawrel was eſteemed a Sign of Victory and 
Triumpb, the Olive of Peace and Good-Will. 

y Nor let thy Voice be heard.] Theſe Rites, like 
the Eleuſinia, were performed with moſt profound Si- 
lence, before which they ſacrificed a Ram to the demy 
God Heſuchus, who had a Temple at Cydon in Crete, 
and his Prieſtefles were called Heſuchidæ. Whence 
ſome Authors have put Silence for Religion itſell. 
oY Lib. III. Od. 2. 


& fideli tuta Silentio 
2 


and 
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and come away: After this with Confidence 
may aſſiſt you, if you obey theſe Orders; 
otherwiſe I ſhall fear you, Stranger. 

Oed. My Children, have you heard thoſe 
Countrey Strangers ? 

I/m. We have heard, and do you give 
your Commands, to do whatſoever their Will 
requires. 3 

Oed. Theſe Things are out of my Way, 
for I am deficient in two Evils, 1n that I have 
not Power, nor my Sight; one of you come 
and perform theſe Commands, for I ſuppoſe 
it ſufficient if for many one do them in Bene- 
volence. With ſpeed ſomething is to be done, 
but leave me not alone, for this my Body a- 
lone cannot creep without a Guide. 

Vin. Igo therefore to execute theſe Orders; 


but that Place which I muſt find out, where I 


may have the Water, that would I learn. 
Cho. Here at this Wood, O Stranger, but 
if you have need of any Thing, there is an 
Inhabitant who will inform you. 
Vin. ] go therefore to this pious Work. 
Antig. But thou here guard my Father, 
nor ought we to repine at thoſe Services we 
pay to our Parents. 
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Acr I. ScExkE VI. 


Chorus, Oedipus, Antigone. 


Cho. It is a grievous Thing to awake an 
Evil that lay long aſleep, yer I defire to 
hear 

Oed. What ? 

Cho. Of the Cauſe of your ſad and miſera- 


ble Calamity in which you are fallen. 


Oed. O by your kind Reception do not 
make me repeat the Story of my Griefs, for! 
have endur'd fad Hardſhips. 

Cho. That Rumour which is much pooh, 
nor as _ ceaſeth, I deſire to hear. 

Alas, alas! 

bo Be content I beſeech you. 

Oed. Wo is me. 

Cho. Obey me, and I in my turn will tell as 
much as you. 

Oed. I have ſuffered Evil, Strangers, I have 
ſuffered, but God knows unwillingly, and 


none of them were of my own Choice. 


Cho. But how ? 
Oed. The City unknowing joined me to an 
inceſtuous Marriage-Bed. 


t is a grievous Thing to, &c.] Iſnene being gone, 
the Chorus deſires Oedipus to relate the Story of his 
Misfortunes, which he is unwilling to do. 


Cho. 
WA £4 
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_ Cho. Didſt thou (as I hear) partake thy 
Mother's wretched Bed ? | 
Oed. Wo is me! It is Death to hear theſe 
Things, but theſe two are deſcended from 
me. 
Cho. How ſay'ſt thou? | 
Oed. O Children, Fruits of my Crimes. 
Cho. O Jupiter! 


Oed. They are born by one Mother's pain- 


ful Throws. 


Cho, They are therefore your Children, 


and likewiſe Siſters of their Father. 

Oed, Alas! 

Cho. Alas indeed! 

Oed. Numberleſs Evils. 

Cho. Thou haſt ſuffered. 

Oed. I have ſuffered fad Evils. 

Oed. Thou haſt done. 

Oed. I have not done. 

Cho. What therefore ? 

Oed. I received a Gift, which, unfortu- 
nate Wretch, I wiſh I had never received of 
the City. 

Cho. Thou- Wretch, why therefore didſt 
thou commit that Murder? 

Oed. What is it thou deſireſt to know ? 

Cho. Of your Father. 

N Alas thou addeſt one e 
| 5 | 


I received a Gift.) i. e. His Mother in Marriage, 
45 2 Recompence for ſolving the Enigma of Sphinx. 
| Cho. 
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108 OE DIPVUSs Colon Es. 
Cho. Thou art undone. 


Oed. Tam undone, but I have 

Cho. What is that? 

Oed. A juſt Excuſe. 

Cho. What Excuſe? 

Oed. J will tell thee, IT have ſlain and de- 
ſtroyed others, but by Law guiltleſs, and ig- 
norant ] did it. 

Cho. But the King is come here to us, 


Theſeus the Son of AMgeus. 


Acr I. ScENxE VII. 


| Theſeus, Oedipus, Antigone. 


_  Theſ. Having heard formerly from many of 
the bloody Ruin of your Eyes, I know you 
to be the Son of Laius, and now fince I have 
heard of you in the Way, I know you better ; 
for your Habit and ' miſerable Body declare 
who you are. In Pity therefore to your fad 
State, I would know of you, unhappy Oed:- 
pus, what doſt thou demand of us or of the 


City? Thy ſelf or this miſerable Attendant 


on thee ſpeak : For you muſt urge ſome pro- 
digious Requeſt which I will refuſe, The 
Dangers which have threatned me in — 
Lands, as they do every Stranger, have taught 
me to abandon none, nor refuſe my Aid a- 
gainſt his Dangers: For being a Man, I am 
ſenſible that the Events which to Morrow may 


bring 
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bring to paſs, are not more certainly known 
to me than they are to you. 15 

Oed. O Theſeus, thou haſt ſhewn thy no- 
ble Worth in few Words; ſo that I need to 
ſpeak bur little, for thou haſt ſpoke both who 
I am, of what Father born, and from what 
Land I came; ſo that nothing remains to me 
but to ſpeak what I require, and my Diſcourſe 
is done. 

The. Tell me what you require. 

Oed. I come to deliver my miſerable Bo- 
dy a Gift to you, not deſirable for Sight, but 
the Advantage from it is greater than its Form 
is beauteous. 

The. What Advantage doſt thou come to 
bring ? | 
Oed. You may know in Time but not at 
preſent. 

The. When will the Advantage by you be 
made appear? 

Oed. When I die and you bury me. 

The. Thou aſkeſt the laſt Things of Life, 
middle Things thou forgetteſt, or makeſt 
light of. 

Oed. There thoſe middle Things are like- 
wiſe given me. 

The. A ſmall Favour doſt thou aſk of me. 
; Oed. But obſerve, here is not a ſmall Con- 

ict. 

The. Whether do you ſpeak with reſpect to 
your own kindred or me? | 


Oed, 
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4 Oed. They will neceſſitate me to depart 

* hence. 
= The, Then if they will, it is unfit that you 
ty continue in Baniſhment. a 
14 Oed. When I would have fled, they did 
* not permit me. | | 
1 The. Weak Man, in Adverſity Anger is not 
LEY. decent. | 
i Oed. When you ſhall have learnt all the | 
35 Truth, then — me; but in the mean 5 
ml Time let me ſpeak. | 
74 The. Inform oo for I ought not to ſpeak | 
wy without Ju 
| 03 Oed. O —— I have ſuffered fad Evils 

4 upon B 

# The. Do you mean the antient Calamities 

i 17 of your Houle ? 


Oed. No, for that Diſcourſe is in the Mouth 
of every one in Greece. 

The. What is that you ſuffer beyond hu- 
man bearing? 

Oed. Thus it is with me, I was driven out 
of my Country by my own Offspring, nor is 
it allowed me again to return, as being a Par- 
ricide. 

The. Why therefore ſhould they ſend for 
you to live apart from them? 

Oed. A divine Oracle obliges them. 

The. What Misfortunes do 0p fear from 
the Oracle ? 

Oed. Thar it is their Fate to be overcome 
in this Land. 
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The. How can theſe grievous Quarrels hap- 


pen between them and me? 
Oed. The Gods alone are free from the De- 
cays of Age and Death, all other Things pow- 
erful Time confounds; the Vigour of the 
Earth fades, of Bodies likewiſe fades; Faith 
dies, Unfaithfulneſs revives, and the ſame 
Spirit of Unity is not laſting among Friends, 
nor with one City towards another: Thoſe 
Things which once were pleaſant, become 
bitter, and the ſame Things again pleaſant. 
So likewiſe now if a ſettled Tranquillity ſeems 
to reign between the Thebans and you, a long 
Succeſſion of many ſucceeding Nights and 
Days will at laſt diſcloſe that fatal Period, 
wherein they will diffolve this mutual Har- 
mony in War, for a ſmall Fault, when my 
lleeping buried Carcaſe, though long cold, 
ſhall occaſion the ſpilling of their warm 
Blood, if Jove be ail Jove, and Apollo be 
true. But it is not agreeable to ſpeak unal- 
terable Oracles; indulge me in thoſe Favours 
which I firſt did aſk, keeping only your Faith, 
and you ſhall never ſay you received Oædipus 
an uſeleſs Inhabitant of thoſe Places, if the 
Gods do not deceive me. 
Cho. Before, O King, theſe and ſuch like 
yo this Man ſpoke relating to this 
nd. | 
The. Who therefore ſhould reje& the Be- 
nevolence of ſuch a Man? Should I, whoſe 
Palace before was always a common Refuge 
even 
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112 Oxniyvs CoLoxtvs, 


even for captive Foes? But this Man comes 
a Suppliant of the Goddeſſes, and pays not to 
me and this Land a ſmall Tribute. For all 
theſe Reaſons I reſpect him, and I will never 


reject his Kindneſs, but will grant him a Seat 


in this Land, If it be pleaſing to thee, Stran- 
ger, to remain here, I order you to take Care 
of him; but if it pleaſe him, he may go with 
me. I allow thee, Oedipus, to judge and 
chuſe which thou wilt, and I ſhall agree with 
ou. 

a Oed. O Jove! may all Happineſs attend 
ſuch good Men. 

The. What wouldſt thou therefore, go into 
my Palace? 

Oed. If I may have Liberty, there is a Place 
here. 

The. Wherein what wilt thou do? For I 
will not reſiſt you. 

Oed. Wherein I ſhall overcome thoſe who 
baniſhed me. 


The. Great then is the Benefit of your reſi- 
ding here. 


Oed. Ay, if you make good to me the Pro- 
miſe of your Aſſiſtance. 


| The. Truſt that to me, I will not be- 
tray you. | 


Oed. I will not bind you by Oath as a wick- 
ed Man. 


The. You ſhould gain no more by that 
than by my Word. 


Oed. How therefore will you do? 


The, 


OxD1Ieus CoOLONEUS. I13 


| The. What doſt thou chiefly fear? 
Oed. There will come Men. 
The. Then theſe will take Care. 


leave me. | 
The. Teach me not what I muſt do. 
Oed. There is an abſolute Neceſſity to 
fear. N 
The. My Heart fears not. 
Oed. Thou knoweſt not their Threats. 
The. I know that no Man ſhall lead thee 
i WW away home by Force from me: Many Threats, 
and many vain Words in Rage they may 
> I breathe; but when the Mind is firm with its 
own Strength, Threats are no more; but though 
© Wl they be able to ſpeak terrible Things to theſe 
of leading you away, I know the? Danger of 
uking you away by Force will affright them 
from the Attempt. Therefore you may be 
of Courage without my Counſel, if Apollo ſent 
you hither ; likewiſe tho' I be not preſent, 
know that my Name will ſecure you, that 
you will not ſuffer ill. 


: The Danger of taking you away by Force will affright 
them from the Attempt. | ,,. px ogy To dd og Ae sg, 
v3: , There will appear a long Sea, and un- 
navigable. For as Dangers of the Seas affright Men 
from failing, ſo hazardous Enterprizes affright Men 
from undertaking them, 


oL. II. 


AcT 


Oed. Beware of the Conſequence if you 
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raging Bacchus always walks; converſant 


pinion ſeems to be the trueſt, for this Place was ſacred 


114 Orvievs Coroxtvs, 


AcT I. ScExE VIII. 


Chorus. 


STROPHE I. 


DD FA, wm fg» ws ans aw. 


Cho. Thou art come, Stranger, unto theſe 
fertile Regions, the beſt Paſtures of all the 
Earth, a fruitful Hill, where the ſweet 
Nightingale chiefly frequenting, ſings with 
quivering Voice in green Valleys, fitting un- 
der ſhady Tufts of Ivy, and fruitful Leaves of 
the God Bacchus, unpierced by the Sun, nor 
ſhatter d by any Storms of Winds, where 


among his divine Nourſes. 


| ad , 679 
ANTISTROPHE I. Wy 

wh 

© Narciſſus bearing beautiful Leaves flou-W be 
fiſhes daily by celeſtial Dew, with which! wy 

Wa) 

e Narciſſus bearing beautiful Leaves, &c.] Com- 4. 
mentators differ upon this Paſſage : Some ſay that by the " 

ut 


great Goddeſſes are meant Ceres and Proſerpine ; other 
fay the Furies. They who contend for the former Opt - 


nion ſay, & n eaxury avia; c But the other 0 


to the Furies. Secondly, Euphorion ſaith, Eos 
PETIA Ivy ales u -gx0v®», Negxioroio fIioePits 7 A014 


Crow! 


7 
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Crown according to the ancient Cuſtom is 


here the Fields are gilt with gilden Saffron; 
nor do the never ſleeping Fountains which 
nouriſh the Streams of Cephiſſus tail; but dai- 
ly fruitful to the Fields, with a perpetual 
Stream he glides ; nor do the Choirs of Mules 
abhor theſe Places, nor golden Venus. 


ſe 

he STROPHE II. 

ect 

Um There is here ſuch a Thing as I never 
1. heard of in the Land of Aſia, nor in Dorica 
oY the great Iſland of Pelops, a Plant which 
io grows of it ſelf, A Terror to the deſtroy- 


ing Sword, which chiefly flouriſhes in this 
ant Region, 4 the Leaf of the brown fruitful O- 


enon'd with Narciſſus. It is aſcribed to them either 
becauſe it grows near Tombs, or from its Name, 
which alludes to the Word »azx4» to affright, which is 
ou- che Buſineſs of thoſe Goddeſſes, Again; if it be the 
* ancient Crown of Pro/erpine, or the Flower which ſhe 
4 was gathering to make a Crown when ſhe was born a- 
way by Pluto, Sopbotles would not have uſed the plu- 
"0n-M Number to comprehend Ceres likewiſe. Laſtly, in 
the Theſmophoria, there were no ſuch Crowns uſed, 
but the High-Prieſt, the Prieſteſſes, and Torch-Bearer 
wore Crowns of Myrtle and Yew. | 
4 The Leaf of the brown Olive-Tree,) The Scholiaſt 
on this Paſlage cites the Words of ier, ſay ing, that there 
was in the Academy a Branch of that Olive Tree which 
grew in the Acropolis, and they decreed that whoever 
cut it down ſhould be deemed accurſed whether Friend 
of Enemy; whereupon when Archidamus, Son of 


H 4 live 


knit in honour to the great Goddeſſes; and 
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live Tree. Neither young Man nor one in old 


Age who commands durſt deſtroy it, but the 
Eye of © Jupiter Morios is always watchful 
to guard it, and brown eyed Minerva. 


ANT1ISTROPHE II. 


I have another Commendation for thi 
Metropolis to mention, which is indeed it 
greateſt Glory, a Gift beſtow'd upon her by 
the great Deity, and that is, that it is excel. 
tent for breeding Horſes of moſt generou; 


Zeuxidamus King of the Lacedemonians, invaded Attic 
with ten thouſand Peloponneſians and Bœotians, they t 
vaged all the Countrey, yet would not hurt thoſe 0. 
lives which grew in the Academy for fear of the Curſe; 
yet Ariſtotle informs us that the Conqueror in any the 
Games which were exercis'd at the Celebration of th: 


| Panathenea, a Feſtival in Honour of Minerva, receivei 


a Crown of them. Theſe Olives were called wg, 
and the Tree was produced by Minerva in a Conter- 
tion with Neptune which ſhould give Name to Athen, 
and therefore they were ſacred to her. Some derive the 
Name from the Word wie Death, in Remem— 


brance of the Misfortune of Halirrhothius the Son d 


Neptune, who in a Rage at his Father's Defeat, offering 
to cut down the Olive Tree, miſſed his Aim, and gait 
himſelf a fatal Blow. Others derive the Name fron 
piges, i. e. part, becauſe according to ſome, the Olive 
of which the Victors Crown conſiſted, were given i 
Contribution, every one being obliged to contributt 
his Part towards the Solemnization of this Feſtival. 

© Jupiter Morios.] The Scholiaſt calls him Ze; 4 
*Axcdyuiar, Jupiter near the Academy; for there tit 
Tree grew, and Jupiter had a Temple near it. 


z kind 


as. a Xe 1 n 8 
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kind, and the Practice of the naval Art. O 
Son of Saturn, King Neptune, thou haſt rais'd 
it to all this Glory. Thou firſt didſt make 
the Rein a Reſtraint to the Horſe for theſe 
Cities, and the Ship well ſtor'd with Oars 
graſp d by the Rowers Hands as ſwiftly rides 
upon the yielding Waves, as the f Nereides 
who have a hundred Feet. 


Ac II. ScExEI. 
Antigone, Oedipus, Chorus. 


Land commended with much 


Ant. 2 


7 05 Praiſe, now is it convenient for 


N 12 you to ſhew your Merit of that 
noble Praiſe. | 
Oed. What ſudden Accident hath cauſed 
thy Tranſport, Child ? 
Ant. Creon approaches to us not without 
Guards, 


Oed. Dear Strangers, lov'd old Men to me, 


how the Time of Safety approaches. 
Cho, Be of good Courage, it will come; tho 


f Nereides who have 4 hundred Feet.) They are the 
Daughters of Nereus, Son of Oceanus and Terhys, and 
ue laid to be fifty in number. | | 
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I am an old Man, yet the Strength of this 
Land is not old. 1 


Acr H. Sczxz I. 


Creon and Followers, Oedipus, Antigone, 
| Chorus. 


Cre. Ye noble Inhabitants of this Land, [ 
ſee in your Eyes, that you are ſtruck with 
ſudden Fear at my coming. You need not 
fear me, or ſpeak an ill-boding Word; I come 
not as though willing to do any violent Act 
ſince I am an old Man, and know that, Iam 
come to the moſt powerful City of Greece, 
I was ſent to perſuade this Man to follow me 
to the Theban Land, and not by one, but! 
was commanded by all the Thebans to under- 
take the Taik ; for my Affinity to him obliges 
me more than any other to lament his Mil- 
fortunes. But, O miſerable Oedipus, hear me 
and come home, for the whole People of Thebr 
call thee as they juſtly ought, and I ſo much the 
more juſtly than all the reſt, as I grieve the more 


for your preſent Evils, otherwiſe I were the 


worſt of Men; for I ſee thee a miſerable Stran- 
ger, a continual Wanderer, wanting all Support 
but ſuch as a wretched Maiden can give. Alas 
poor Princeſs, I never thought ſhe ſhould fall 
into ſuch an Abyſs of Miſery, into which 
the unhappy Maid is fallen, whoſe Lot i 
always to provide the Suſtenance of Life for 


you with poor Diet, fo big and yet _— 
ri 


this 


OxDpieus CoLoONXFUS. 119 


ried, and is expoſed to the Injuries of every 
Stranger. Sad indeed is that Reproach! O 
wretched, I have reproached thee my elf, 
and all our Race, bur it is impoſſible to con- 
ceal Things that are ſo plain. Now thou 

our Father's Gods, obey me, Oedipus, ſubmit 


to me and willingly return to your City, the 


Palace of your Anceſtors, bidding farewel to 
this City; for it is fit your Father's Houſe 
have moſt of your Eſteem, to which you 
owe your Education. | 

Oed. O thou who durſt do all Things, and 
who concealeſt in every fair Word ſome ſubtle 
Contrivance, why doſt thou attempt thoſe 


| Things, and wouldeſt a ſecond Time plunge 


me into my former Miſeries, that I might a- 
gain renew my Grief ? Before when I la- 
boured with ſo many domeſtick Evils, when 
it would have even been a Pleaſure to me to 


depart the Land, you would not grant me 


that Favour tho' I defired it ; but when op- 
preſs'd with Sorrow I panted for Eaſe, and 
would lay down the Weight and lead my Life 
at home, underſtanding my Rage proceeded 
too far; then you expelled me and drove me 
into Exile. Where was then this boaſted E- 
ſteem for your Relation ? But now again 
when you ſee this City and the People my 
Friends, you ſtrive to draw me hence, and 


mildly ſpeak the harſheſt Things: And 


thus in making Offers of your Love to thoſe 
who flight it, you reſemble him who will 
H 4 give 
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due nothing nor aſſiſt thee at thy urgent Suit, 
when your Mind is ſatisfied with thoſe 
Things which you before deſired, then ſhould 
make Offers of his Gifts, when they can me- 
rit no Thanks; would you not call that 2 
needleſs Favour? And ſuch Gifts thou of- 
fereſt me, in bare Pretences good, bur bad in 
Fact. I ſhall lay before theſe the Proofs of 
thy Baſeneſs: Thou comeſt to lead me away, 
not to my own Palace, but to place me near 


the Borders of the City, that it might be free 


from Harms from this Land, but you will 
never be fo fortunate: But on the contrary, 
my evil Genius will always infeſt your Coun- 
trey, and my Sons will only have ſo much of 


my Land as will ſerve them to die in. Dol 


not better underſtand the Fate of the The- 
bans than you? Very much, by ſo much as 
thoſe are wiſer of whom I am informed, 
s Apollo, and Jove who is his Sire. Thou 


8s Apollo, and Jove who is his Sire.] The Ancients 
thought that Apollo only delivered thoſe Oracles to 
Men which he receiv'd from his Father Fave, as Æſchy- 
lus faith in his Supphiants, | | 


Tri Neu des 74x54 vv 5 rate 
Zeis iynabeĩ Ae gig. 3 
Send quickly, ſend, for ſo my Jove inſpired 


Phcebus commands. H. H. 


On the ſame Account in the Eumenides, when he 
brings in Apollo commanding Men to reverence his 
owp Oracles, he adds, they muſt alſo pay due Re- 


comeſt 


r = wr 


Orpreus CoLoNEUS. 121 
comeſt hither prepar d with a lying Tongue, 
and much Violence of Speech, but thou ſhalt 
gain more Harm than Safety by thy Talk. 
Begone, for in thoſe Enterprizes thou wilt 
not prevail, and ſuffer me to live here, for 
we do not live unhappy if we are content. 

Cre. Doſt thou think that thy Afflictions 
fall more heavy on me than on thy ſelf, that 
thus thou talkeſt? 

Oed. It would be my great Comfort if thou 
wert neither able to perſuade me, nor theſe 
my Friends. | 

Cre. O unhappy Wretch, altho' advanced 
in Age, thou ſheweſt no Proofs of thy Under- 
ſtanding, but even in old Age maintaineſt thy 
Folly. 

Oed. Thou art bitter in Speech, but I 
know no juſt Man that always ſpeaks well. 
Cre. Theſe Things differ, to ſpeak much 
and ſpeak ſeaſonably. | 
Oed. How ſhort but ſeaſonable thou ſpeak- 


| eſt this? 


Cre. Not for them who are of your Mind. 
Oed. Begane, for I will ſpeak for theſe, nei- 


ipect to thoſe of Jupiter, without mentioning any of 


| the other prophetick Deities; his Words are theſe: 


Key Tr x210 8s Tos d Te © A056 

TageA, *. 

To mine and Jove's moſt ſacred Oracles | 
Pay dye Obeyſance, H. H, 
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ther regard me, nor ſtay any longer where I 
ſhould dwell 

Cre, I call theſe to witneſs, and not you, 
what Words thou ſhalt anſwer for to your 
Friends, if I take thee. | 

Oed Who ſhould take me by Force from 
theſe my Companions? _ 

Cre. But when abſent from them, then 
thou ſhalt ſuffer. | 

Oed. How doſt thou think to execute what 
thou haſt threatned ? 

Cre. Of your two Daughters I have juſt 
now taken one, and ſent her away, and this 
likewiſe I will fpeedity take. 

Oed. Wo is me! 

Cre. Thou ſoon ſhalt have a greater Cauſe 


to lament. [T akes hold of Antigone. 


Oed. Hait thou my Child? 

Cre. Ay, but I will not have her long. 

Oed. O Strangers, what will you do? 
Will you betray me? Will you not drive this 
impious Wretch out of the Land? 

Cho. Hence, begone quickly, Stranger; thou 
doſt not juſtly theſe Things, nor what thou 
didſt before. 2 
Cre. Let it be your Buſineſs to take her 


away tho' againſt her Will, if ſhe will not go 


freely. [To his Guards. 
Ant. Wo is me a Wretch, whither ſhall I 
flee? What help ſhall I find from God or 


Man? [They take her. 


Cho, What doſt thou, Stranger ? 
3 Cre. 


r 
0 
I 
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Or DIPUus COLONEUS, 123 
Cre. I will not touch this Man, but my 


own Niece. 
Oed. O Governors of the Land. 
Cho. O Stranger thou doſt not juſtly. 
Cre. Ay, juſtly. 
Cho. How juſtly ? 
Cre. I lead my own away. 


 ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE. 


Ant. O City. 

Cho. What doſt thou, Stranger? If thou 
wilt not let her go, thou ſhalt prove the 
Strength of my Hands. 

Cre, Keep me off. | 

Cho, I will, ſo that thou ſhall not diſcom- 
mend me. 

Oed. Thou reſiſteſt the City, if thou in- 
jureſt me. 

Cho. Did I not foretel the Conſequence ? 

Cre. Let the Maid go quickly from your 


Hands. 


[The Chorus take Antigone from Creon and 
his Followers. 

Cho. Command not where thou doſt not 
rule, 

Cre. I tell thee let her go. 

Cho, But I bid thee begone. Come forth, 
come Inhabitants; the City is deſtroy'd, my 
City by Force ; come hither to my help. 


Ant. 


124 OzrDpievus CoLONEUS. 


Ant. I am drag'd away, a Wretch, 0 
Strangers, Strangers, e 
Creon's Followers ſeize Antigone again, 

Oed. Where art thou, my Daughter? 

Ant. Taken away by Force. 

Oed. O Daughter, ſtretch out thy Hands. 

Ant. But J cannot. 

Cre. Will you not lead her hence? 

Oed. O me, unhappy Wretch! 

Cre. No longer ſhall you walk by theſe 
Supporters. [Antigone carried. off. | But ſince 
you will prevail againſt your Country and 
Friends, of whom commanded I do this, and 
being likewiſe a King, do, prevail ; but in Time 
thou ſhalt know that —_— thou doſt now do 
well for thy ſelf, nor what you did before a- 
gainſt the Will of your Friends, gratifying thy 
Anger which is always hurtful to thee, 

Cho. Stay here, Stranger. 

Cre. I - da you touch me not. 

Cho. IT will not let you go, ſince you have 
deprived me of them. 

Cre. You ſhall ſoon lay down a greater 
Ranſom for the whole City, for I will not 
only take theſe. 

Cho. What wilt thou enterprize ? 

Cre. I will take him and lead him away, 

Cho, It is dreadful what thou fayeſt. | 

Cre. And that ſhall be now done, unleſs 
the King of the Countrey hinder me. 
Oed. Baſe Slave, wilt thou touch me? 

Cre, I command thee to hold thy _— F 

ed, 
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Oed. Let not the Goddeſſes of our Land 
reſtrain my Tongue from curſing thee, who 
haſt taken away my Child, the only Eye I 
have, by Force; that that Loſs might be fur- 
ther added to my before loſt Eyes. But may 
the Sun, the God who ſees all Things, grant 
that thou and thy Kindred may lead ſuch a 
Life in old Age as I do, 

Cre. Behold this, Inhabitants of this Land. 

Oed. They ſee both me and thee, and un- 

derſtand, that indeed injured, I defend my ſelf 
by Words. 

Cre. I will not reſtrain my Anger, but I 
will lead thee away by Force, tho' alone, and 
oppreſſed with Age. 


AN TISTROPEHE. 


Oed. Wo is me a Wretch! 

Cho. What Confidence hadſt thou to come 
hither? Thinkeſt thou to effe& thy curſed 
Deſigns ? 

Cre. I think ſo. 

Cho. If thou doſt, I count this no more 4 


City. 


Cre. In a juſt Cauſe the nal overcome 
the great. 
Oed. Do you hear what he faith ? 
05 ſhall not do ſo. 5 
Cre. Joe may know that, not thou. 
Cho, Is not this a Reproach? 8 | 
re 
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Cre. AReproach indeed, yet muſt be born. 
| . Hoa! all the City, if the Leaders; 
Leaders, come with Speed, fince they proceed 
too far. 


AcT I. ScExE III. 


Theſes, Oedipus, Chorus, Creon. 


Type. What Noiſe is this? What is the 
Matter? Out of what Fear diſt thou call me 
h from ſacrificing Oxen at the Altar to the 
marine God, the Guardian of this Hill? Speak, 
that I may know all on Account — I 
came hither, with quicker Steps than eaſie to 
my Feet. 

Oed. O moſt beloved Friend, I know your 
Voice, I have ſuffered dreadful Things juſt 
now from this Man. 

Theſ. What are they, who hath injured 
thee? Speak. 

Oed. This Creon, whom thou ſeeſt, comes, 
and hath taken away of my Children the ſole 


Comfort of my Age. 


Theſ. What ſay ſt thou? 


h From ſacrificing Oxen.] The Contrivance of the 
Poet is here admirable, in ſuppoſing Theſeus, at the 
Time of this Diſpute, to have been at Neptune's Altar 
offering Sacrifices, and to have heard the Clamour ; 
2 this fayes the Trouble of repeating to him the whole 

deer. 


Oed. 
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Oed. Thou haſt heard what I have ſuf- 
fered. — 112 
The Therefore let ſome of the Servants 
with all Speed go to the Altars, and aſſemble 
all the People, both Horſe and Foot, from the 
Sacrifices, that quitting all Affairs, they may 
haſten to the Place where two Roads meet, 
leſt the Girls paſs by; for I were a Laughing- 
ſtock to this Stranger ſhould I be ſubdued by 
Violence. Go with Speed as I have com- 
manded you; but this Man, ſince I came in 
Anger, of which he is worthy, I will not 
ſuffer to eſcape my Hands without a Wound. 
And now by the ſame Law by which he came 
hither, ſhall he be treated; thou ſhale not go 
out of this Land before thou bringeſt them, 
and ſetteſt them before me. Since thou haſt 
both diſhonoured me, the Memory of thy 
Parents, and thy own Country: Who co- 
ming into a City which exerciſech Juſtice, and 
doth nothing contrary to Law ; afterwards, 
deſpiſing the Laws of the Countrey, intruding 
into it by Force, didſt take away what thou 
wouldeſt, didft uſe open Force, and ſuppoſe 
that my City was deſtitute of Subjects, or en- 
ſlaved; and even my ſelf am nothing in th 
Eyes. Thebes did not inſtruct thee in the 
Principles, for it is not uſed to bring up un- 
juſt Men, nor would it commend you, if it 
underſtood you raviſhed what belongs to me 
and the Gods by Force, bringing away miſe- 
rable Supplicants. If I were to go into your 
Countrey, 
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Countrey, though I had the moſt juſt of Rea- 
ſons, without the King of the Country's Leave, 
whoſoever he is, I would not draw away by 
Force nor take ought, but ſhould know how 
a Stranger ought to behave himſelf among 
the Citizens. But thou ſhameſt unworthil 
this City, and a Multitude of Years 
makes you an old Man, and void of Under- 
ſtanding. Therefore I commanded before, 
and now I command, that ſomebody with 
the greateſt 8 bring back the Maidens, 


unleſs by Conſtraint and unwillingly thou wilt 


be i an Inhabitant of this Land : And this 
I fay to thee, my Mind agreeing with my 
Words. 

Cho. Thou ſeeſt, Stranger, in what Caſe 
thou art; as to thy Anceſtors thou appeareſt 
juſt, . but by ill Deeds proveſt thy ſelf baſe. 

Cre. I neither thinking this City without 
Men, O Son of Ægeus, or without Counſel 
(as thou fſay'it) have done this Deed. But 
knowing this, that no Love for my Kindred 


i An Inhabitant of this Land.) Gr. wireize;, Upon 
which the Scholiaſt ſays, weſocmu; x 235 dad liga 
age ul ,t & zaloinfv]ag e inigats i. e. they 
are called wiromei Ine : Who come from one Coun- 
try to inhabit in another. Yet they were more pro- 
perly called Aire, who came from other Countries, 
and fixed at Athens. And Theſeus inſtituted a Sacrifice 
for their Sake called ei, which was celebrated on 
the 16% Day of Hecatombæon. 


ſhould 
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ſon, who in an inceſtuous Marriage begot an 


ſhould poſſeſs you, ſo as to maintain them by 
Force againſt my Will; and I knew that you 
would not receive a Parricide and polluted Per- 


Offspring. And I knew likewiſe that there 


was ſuch an K N er ſo well affected to 
nd, as would not ſuffer 
ſuch a Wanderer to live with them in the 


the Citizens of this 


City. In Confidence of theſe Things I ſeized 


this Prey. And J had not done it, had he not 


curſed me and my Race with bitter Impreca- 
tions: Wherefore I ſuffering, thought fit to 
act thus in Return; for Anger is a Paſſion 
which Death alone can extirpate, ſince no 
Grief diſturbs the Dead. Wherefore do thou 
what thou wilt; ſince Solitude, while I fay 
what is juſt, makes me little; though of this 
Age I will endeavour to reſiſt theſe Pra- 
tices. | 


thou think thou reproacheſt? Me, who am 
an old Man, or your ſelf, who haſt with much 
Freedom of Speech ran over Murthers, Mar- 
rages and Calamities, which I unfortunate 
unwillingly endured? For fo it pleaſed the 
Gods I ſhould, being angry on ſome Account 
ich our former Race, But in my ſelf thou 


Areopagus.] Gr. Ag des, Or, wgnond yes, 
iterally, a Hill of Mart. It was a Council at Athens 
wich conſiſted of Judges who determined capital Mat- 
ers, and near it was a Temple of Mars, 


Vor. II. I canſt 


Oed. O ſhameleſs Confidence! whom doſt 
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canſt not find out any Offence, worthy Re. 
proach, by which I have offended againſt my 
ſelf or my Kindred. For if any Oracle wa 
delivered to my Father that he ſhould dye by 
his Children, Ga can you juſtly reproach me 
with that, who was not as yet ſprung from 
the Seed of my Father and Mother, but was 
then unborn? But if I was born miſerable, a 
I was (for I fell into the Hands of my Father 
and killed him, not knowing what I did, or 
againſt whom) how canſt thou juſtly blame 
an involuntary Crime? But art thou not a- 
ſhamed to force me to mention my Marriage 
with my Mother, ſhe being thy Siſter? Which 
I ſhall ſoon ſpeak of, nor will I now be 


ſilent, fince thou haſt given a Looſe to thy 


licentious Tongue: She bore me, O Mike- 
ries! being ignorant, yet ſhe bore me, and 
bore to me an Offspring a Reproach to her 
ſelf. But one Thing therefore I know, that 
thou willingly reproacheſt her and me with 
theſe Things, though unwillingly I married 
her, with Grief I mention it; but neither for 
this Marriage can I be juſtly reproached, nor 
for my Father's Murther, which you always 
object againſt me with opprobious Language. 
Only anſwer me one Thing which I enquire; 
Imagine one ſhould ftand ready prepared to 
kill you, being a juſt Man, wouldſt thou en- 
quire if he was thy Father who was about 
to kill thee, or wouldſt thou immediately pu- 
niſh him? I think if thou lovedſt thy Lite, 
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thou 
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thou wouldſt puniſh the Author of thy Dan- 


ger, nor conſider whether it is juſt or not. 
Theſe Evils I my ſelf ran into, the Gods dri- 
ving me on; for which I believe my Fathet, 
were he alive, would not condemn me. But 
although thou art unjuſt, thou thinkeſt thou 
ſpeakeſt every Word right, whether it be fit 
to be mentioned or not: Thou reproacheſt 
me before theſe, and art pleaſed to flatter the 
Name of Theſeus and Athens thus, that it is well 
inhabited; but while thus thou praiſeſt it, 
many Things thou forgetteſt, that this is the 
moſt religious of all the Cities whereſoever 
the Gods are worſhipped, from whence thou 
ſtealeſt me a ſuppliant old Man, and makeſt a 
Captive of me, and goeſt away, taking my 
Daughters. Wherefore I come — n 
our Goddeſſes, and beſeech them with Sup- 
plications, that they would come Aſſiſtants to 
me, and make you know by what Men this Ci- 
ty is guarded. 2 

Cho. This Stranger ſeems a good Man, 0 
King! but his Calamities are miſerable, and 
worthy to be pitied., a: 5 

The Enough of Words; thoſe that went 
hence make Haſte away, and do we ſtand {till 
who have thus ſuffered ? =” 

Cre. What therefore doſt thou command a 
weak old Man to do? wo 


Theſ. To lead the way, and I will go thy 


Companion, that if in theſe Places thou haſt 


ids, thy ſelf mayeſt ſhew me where 
I 2 they 
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they are; but if your Companions ſeized of 
them, eſcape, nothing can I do; for other; 
ſhall haſten and apprehend thy Companion 
who ſhall not be able to eſcape out of thi 


Land, that they may pray to your Gods 


Bur go before and know what State thou art 
in, and how Fortune hath caught thee in 
thoſe Snares which thou didſt lay for other, 
Poſſeſſions are not to be kept by unjuſt Frauds 
nor ſhall you find me otherwiſe as to this Af. 
fair, ſince I have found thee neither come na- 
ked nor unprepared for ſo you an Afront, 
with all this Boldneſs. But there is ſomething 
in which confiding thou haſt offered this 
Violence, which I muſt find out, and not ſuf- 
fer the City to be overcome by one Man, 
Knoweſt thou ought of theſe Things? Or do 
they ſeem to thee now ſpoke in vain, as when 
thou firſt didſt conceive this Fraud they would 
have ſeemed. 

Cre. Thou haſt ſpoken nothing to me 
worthy of Blame. But at home we ſhal| 
know what is fit to be done. 


 Theſ. Now go away and threaten, but 


thou Oedipus remain here quiet, being confi- 
dent that unleſs I die, I will not ceaſe before 
I make thee Maſter of thy Children. 

Oed. May the Gods proſper thee for this 
noble Act, and for your juſt Care for me. 
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Acr Il. Scixzs IV. 


Chorus, Stropbe. 
Cho. II wiſh I were where Crowds of Ene- 


mies do mix together in loud roaring Battle, 


or m at the Pythian, or the n bright Shores, 


where the venerable Prieſteſſes look after the Sa- 


criices of Ceres for Men, and whoſe Tongue 
the golden » Key of the Eumolpian Prieſts clo- 


I wiſh I were where Crowds.) The Chorus ſappo- 


ing Creon to come with a Power, in Order to force a- 


way Oedipus, and that Theſeus would defend him, 


concluded there would of Neceſſity be a Battle between 
them, therefore wiſhes he might be a Spectator of it. 
n At the Pythian.] i. e. At the Altar of Pythian 
Hills in Marathon, which was about ten Miles from 
{thens, famous for Theſeus's Victory over the Maratho- 
an Bull. 3 
n Bright Shores.] Shining from the Light of the 


Torches and myſtick Fire, made Uſe of in the Rites | 


of Ceres in Eleuſina. | 


* Key of the Eumolpian Prizſts.} Becauſe thoſe My- 


teries are not to be revealed, the Tongue is, as it 
vere, locked with Keys. They were facred to Ceres, 
nd her Daughter Proſerpine. Some think they were 


I (tituted by Ceres her ſelf: Others are of Opinion that 


the firſt Eumolpus introduced them, but Acz/adorus aſ- 
lures us, it was a Fifth from him: For he writes that 
Eleuſis was firſt inhabited by Natives, then by Thraci- 


an, who came in with Eumolpus to aſſiſt him in the 


Wars againſt Erechtheus, where he begat Ceryx ; and 
he begat Eumolpus the Second, he Antiphemus, he Mu- 
ſeu the Poet, and he Eumolpus the Third, who infti- 
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134 OrDievs CoLoxfvs, 
ſeth up, where I ſuppoſe warlike Theſeus, and 


the two unmarried Siſters, will join in Battle 
with a loud Clamour in theſe Countries. 


AN TISTROPHE I 


Will they approach at p the weſtern 
Side of the Rock of Niphas, in the ver- 
dant Pa ſtures of Oeta? They ſhall neither e- 
ſcape with Horſes nor ſwift Chariots, but ſhall 
be taken: For terrible is the Violence of our 
Inhabitants, terrible the Vigour of the Athe. 
niams; every Rein diſplays its Luſtre; all ha- 
ſten to aſcend the Horſes well adorned with 
various Trappings, who honour Minerva the 
. and Neptune the beloved Son of 

ea. | 


STROPHE II. 


Do they now act, or delay? How doth my 


Mind preſage, that Creon will quickly delivet 


the Maid who ſuffered ſad Affliction for her 
Kindred? Jupiter performs ſomething every 


tuted. the Myſteries of Ceres and Proſerpine, and the 
Order of Pricits called Eumolpidæ. The ſame Author 
ſays they were obſerved every Year. 

4 Weſtern Countries.] He means here Mount ga- 
leot, it being the utmoſt weſtern Boundary of this Peo- 


ple, dividing them from the Meſſenians. He ſums up 


the Places where it is moſt probable the Fight ſhould 

be between Cream and Theſeus, at the Rock of Niphas, 

called the ſmooth Rock, or the Hill of Ægaleos. D 
ay. 
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Day, I am a Prophet of fortunate Wars. O 
tat I were a nimble Dove, that with a ſpeedy 
Flight, I might aſcend the Clouds of the Sky, 
0 _ what my Mind preſages concerning this 
Battel. 


ANTISTROPHE IL 


O Jupiter, Governor of all the Gods, who 
beholdeſt all Things, grant the Rulers of this 
Land with a victorious Power to overcome 
this Troop which is an eaſy Prey. Thee, 
venerable Maid Pallas Minerva, and Apollo 
the Hunter, I invoke, and his Siſter Diana, 
the Purſuer of ſpotted nimble Deers, I beſeech 
you to come with your divine Aſſiſtance both 
to this Countrey and the Citizens. 


Acr III. ScENxE I. 


Chorus, Oedipus. 


cho. Wandring Stranger, you will 
1] 


paotetel, that I am a falſe Pro- 
=” pher, for I ſee the Maids now 


approaching near again. Kees 
Oed. Where, where, what ſay ſt thou? 
14 Aer 


not ſay to me who ſee what 1 
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Acr III. Scexs II. 


Antigone, Iſmene, Theſeus, Oedipus, Chorus, 
Ant. O Father, Father, which of the Gods 


sale granted you to ſee the beſt of Men who ſent 


us hither to you? 

Oed. O Daughter, are you here ? 

Ant. The Hands of Theſeus and the dear 
Companions of his Arms preſerved us. 

Oed. Come to your Father, Child, and 
ſupport this Body which had given up all 
Hope. 

— You aſk what you may obtain; this 
Favour ſuits with our Deſire. 

Oed. Where therefore, where are you ? 

Ant. We both approach together. 

Oed. Moſt beloved. 

Ant, Every Thing ſuits with our Father's 
Deſire. | | 

Oed. O Supporters of your Father. 

Ant, But unhappy Supporters of an un- 


hap Father. 
0d 


I have now recover'd my dear Chil- 


dren, nor ſhould I be moſt unhappy though I 


died, while you are near me: Support, my 
Child, my right Side, keep by your Father, 


caſe me who was before a forſaken and miſe- 


rable Wanderer, and tell me all that was done 


as ſhort as may be, for a ſhort Diſcourſe ſuits 
beſt your _ 


Ant, 
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Ant. This is he who preſerv'd us, it is fir 
to hear him, Father, and ſo will my Buſineſs 


be ſhort. | at — a U 


Oed O Theſeus, wonder not what 
me, for my Children coming unhop'd for, I 
prolong my Speech. I know that this Satiſ- 


faction could not proceed to me from any o- 


ther beſides you; for thou haſt preſery'd her 


and no other : And may the Gods grant all the 
good I with you and this Land, fince by Ex- 
perience I am taught to prove, that Piety 
with you alone of all Men dwells ; and Equi- 

and Truth: Knowing this therefore, with 
theſe Words I teſtify, that what I poſſeſs I 
poſſeſs by you and no other. Stretch forth to 
me, my Lord, thy Right Hand, that I may 
touch and kiſs thee, if it be juſt: But what 
do I ay? Why ſhould I being a miſerable 
Man, deſire to touch a Man in whom there 
| is no Spot of Guilt? I will not let you go, for 
it is fit thoſe only of all Men who are expe- 
rienc'd in Ills ſhould grieve for others. But 
thou from henceforth partake my Joy, and 
hereafter let me feel the ſame good Effects of 
your Protection as to this Day I have. 

Theſ. I wonder not why thou haſt en- 
larg'd thy Diſcourſe, delighted with thy Chil- 
dren, nor that before me thou haſt received 
the Tale from them which I had to tell. We 
conceive no Grief from thence, for we do not 
ſtrive that our Lives ſhould be famous more 


py Words than Deeds, and of this my 1 
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have given good Proof, for we have been 
falſe to none of thoſe Promiles which we have 
ſworn to execute, but come bringing them 
ſafe and pure from all T hings which were 
threatned. —— How that Conteſt was ended 
why ſhould I boaſt, which you may know 
yourſelf from theſe? But revolve upon the 
Words which juſt now were told me as [ 
came hither, which tho' they ſeem but trifling, 
yet deſerve your Wonder, for Men ought to 
neglect nothing that is to be done. 

Oed. What is it? Tell me, who know 
nought of thoſe Things you inquire of. 

he}. They ſay ſome Man, no Countrey- 
man of yours, = a Relation, fits at the Al- 
tar of Neptune, where I was ſacrificing betore 
I came hither, 

Oed. Who is he? What doth he deſire by 
fitting down there? 

755% I know but one Thing, as they tell 
me; 2 deſireth ſome ſhort Diſcourſe with 
you, in no proud Manner. 

Oed. What is it? For his ſitting at the Al- 
tar is not on a ſmall Account. 

Theſ. They tell you he comes to diſcourſe 
with you, and deſires the Liberty to retire 
ſafely the ſame Way again. 

Oed. Who ſhould it be who fits at this 
Altar ? 
 Theſ. Think if you have any Relation a- 
mong the Argives, who ſhould deſire to ob- 
tain that Requeſt of you. 6 

e 


| 
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omg Moſt loved of Men, ſtay where you 


75 What has happen d to you? 

Oed. Aſk not. 

Te. Tell me what is che Matter. | 

Oed. I know, having heard of theſe, wes 
he is that ſtands there. 

Theſ. Who is he ? Him whom I have re- 
primanded ? 

Oed. My hated Son, O King, whoſe DiC- 
courſe I could the worſt of all Mens hear to 
hear. 

Theſ. How? Can you not hear and, not at 
againſt your Inclinations ? How can it be 
troubleſome to you only to hear ? 

Oed. That Voice comes as the moſt deteſt- 
ed to his Father's Ears. Put me not to the 
Neceſſity of ſubmitting to your demand. 

The. Bur if this Suppliant's Habit enforces 
it, conſider if Reverence to the Gods is not 
to be obſerv d. 

Ant. Father yield to me, tho I am young 
I will adviſe; ſuffer T heſeus to gratify his 
Mind, and the God as he deſires, — ſubmit 


that my Brother ſhould come: Be of Courage, 


he will not force you from your Opinion, 
tho he ſhould ſpeak to you ſome unbecoming 
Speeches. Whar Injury is it to hear Words ? 
For the moſt excellent Contrivances are firſt 
framed in the Mind, then Thoughts inſtruct 
the Tongue to utter them by Words. Thou 
didſt beget him, ſo that it is not Juſtice for 
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you to repay ill to him, altho his Deeds to 


en were moſt impious and vile. But admit 


im, for others have had bad Children, and 
Anger as fierce hath raged in other Breaſts, 
yet moved by the Intreaties of their Friends 
have been quite overcome. But thou re- 
gard not thy Father and Mother's Injuries, 
for which you have ſuffer'd; if you paſs them 
by, yet I am ſure you will diſcern how de- 
ſtructive is the Event of vile Anger: For you 
have a fad Evidence-of this, too plain to be 
diſputed, that you are depriv'd of your Eyes. 
But comply with us, for thoſe who make but 
juſt Demands ſhould not be forced earneſtly 
to intreat, nor ſhould your ſelf be well treated, 
and not know how to repay the Kindneſs. 
Oed. My Child, your r e overcome 
me by an uneaſy Pleaſure, but let it be as it 
pleaſeth thee: Only, Stranger, if he comes hi- 
ther, let none overcome me. 

The. It is enough I hear you ſpeak once, I 
will not boaſt, but know you will be ſafe if 
the Gods preſerve me. 


EPoDICA STROPHE. 


Cho. Whoſoever deſires more than a mo- 


derate Share of Life, he in my Judgment but 
indulgeth his Folly; ſince a Jong Series of 
ſucceeding Days doth only ſerve to multiply 
Misfortunes. It is not poſſible for him to ſee 
Delight who graſps at more than is conve- 
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nient ; whoſe Deſire is not perfectly accom- 
pliſhed before Death comes; when unmar- 
ried Deſtiny uncelebrated in Choirs, and final 
Death appears. ö 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Not to be born at all, overcomes all Argu- 


ments for Life; but ſince he is born to return 


thither whence he came as ſoon as poſſible, 
merits the ſecond Praiſe. For when we are 
arriv'd at youthful Years, attended with vain 
Defires, who can eſcape many Sorrows? Who 
is not immers'd in Troubles, Murthers, Sedi- 
tions, Strifes, Quarrels and Envies? Then 
deteſted, final, infirm, moroſe and unfriendly 
old Age oppreſſeth us, that we are plunged in 
numberleſs Evils. | 


E PODE, 


Wherein I unhappy Man am not alone tor- 
mented ; for as the northern Shore on every 
Side is battered by the Winter Waves, ſo ter- 
rible and tempeſtuous Storms of Fate, and 
perpetual Evils always torment Oedipus, ſome 
from the riſing of the Sun, ſome from the 
Setting, others from the r dark Ripbæan 


Mountains. 


* Dark Riphæan Mountains.) They are called dark, 
decauſe they lye Weſtward where the Day cloſeth and 
Night comes in. | ” 2007 

AcT 


woD | 
was 


ES 5 
oy iu 
* 


2 


ku ” 
E 


— 


* = ” * . 
4 * 
a 


8 SJ w 2 ar 8 yo 8 A 
dt ON as * eee 


_ 


* * 
ip 
. 


142 OrDipus CoLoxtvs. 


5 8 p 7 7 P ws » 5 „ : o Ow 4 2 - 27 # 1 Y * 
L lee ene 
1 bl 58 nn } HEE WE * nk 4 * C 
8 nd | + A 5 +. -: 


Acr IV. Scx #s I. 


Antigone, Oedipus. 


bd now this Stranger comes 
alone to us, and from his 
Eyes diſchargeth Floods of 
ll cars. 
Oed. Who is he ? 
Ant. Polynices is here hard by, according 


as my Mind preſaged. 


Acr IV. Scexs Il. 
Polynices, Antigone, Oedipus, Chorus. 


Pol. 4 Wo is me! What ſhall I do? Whe- 
ther, O Children, ſhall I firſt mourn my own 


Evils, or my Father's, of which my Eyes are 


Witneſſes, whom on a ſtrange Land I have 


ſed, with ſuch a 


found with you here 
appears that reſti- 


Habit in which a Filthi 


s Wo is me! What ſpall I ds ?] Obſerve the Cun- 


ning of Polynices, who doth not begin with a Requeſt, 
but to get Fayour of his Father ſeems firft to pity his 
Miſeries. | a 


aw — @ 2 oo 
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ies thy wretched State ? But on thy yet 


more wretched Head deprived of Eyes, thy 
Hair is expoſed to the Injuries of Wind and 
Sun; and, as it ſeems, the Food which he 
eats is like the Habit which he wears. This 
La miſerable, etch too lately learned, and 
declare, that though the worſt of Men, I came 
out of Care for your Preſervation, leſt yi 

ſhould ſee your Evils ſtill increaſing. But Re- 
verence ſtands at the Throne of Jove in all 
Deeds which are done there, and before thee, 


Father, ſhould it ſtand likewiſe ; for there are 


Remedies for Offences, but no Defence. Why 
art thou filent ? Speak ſomething, Father, turn 
not, «way from me. Will you not anſwer 
me any Thing? Bur in Contempt, ſend me a- 
way without ſpeaking, nor ſpeak why you 
are angry? O Children of this Man, but my 
Siſters, try but to move my Father's mo- 
role and inaffable Aſpect, leſt anſwering ne- 
ver a Word he ſends me away diſhonoured, 
and a Suppliant of Neptune. 

Ant. But ſpeak thou Wretch on what Ac- 


count thou art here, for many Words cauſing 


Pleaſure or Offence, or exciting our Pity, even 
extort Speech from the Dumb. 

Pol. T will ſpeak, for well thou admoniſh- 
eſt me firſt, calling the God to my Aſſiſtance, 
from whom the Governor of this Land hath 
en-uraged me to come hither, granting me 
Liberty to ſpeak an hear, with Leave in Safe- 
ty to depart hence; and the fame Leave would 
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I obtain from you Strangers, from my Si- 
ſters, and Father. But why I come, I will 
tell thee, Father; I am expelled my native 
Countrey as a Fugitive, becauſe I thought fit 
I ſhould fir in your all governing Throne, be- 
ing the Elder. Wherefore Eteocles the Voung- 
er drove me from my Countrey, nor over- 
came me with Arguments, nor came to Proof 
uading the Ci- 


ty, of which Evils I think your Fury perſe- 
cuting me is chiefly the Cauſe; for afterwards 


I heard the ſame from the Prophets. But 
when I came to Doric Argos, bringing A. 
draſtus my Father-in-Law, I joined to my ſelf 
ſome ſworn Friends, who are called the Chief 
of the diſtant Land, and are much honoured 
for their Skill in War; that aſſembling my 
Forces with ſeven Leaders againſt Thebes, I 


might either dye in the Cauſe [of Juſtice, or 


caſt out of the Land thoſe who did theſe 
Things. Burt let this paſs, I will ſpeak why 
I am come, I addreſs my ſuppliant Prayers to 

ou and thoſe of my Allies in War ; who now 
with ſeven Ranks, and ſeven Files of Spears, ſur- 
round the Theban Countrey, as warlike Am- 
phiaraus, who bears the Prize in War, and 
the Art of Southſaying ; the ſecond is Azeolus 
Tydeus, the Son of Aneus; the third, Eteoclus 


an Argive; the fourth, Hippomedon his Fa- 


ther Talaus ſent; the fifth, Capaneus boaſts 
that he will quickly waſte with Deſtruction 


the City of Thebes; the ſixth is, Parthenopeus 
Arcas, 
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Arcas being named from his Mother, who 
was before a Virgin, the faithful Son of A. 
talus. J yours, though not yours, but Son of 
| Fortune, but called yours, do lead an in- 
repid Army from Argos againſt Thebes, We 
l beſeech you for your Childrens Sake, and 
their Safety, praying you to quit your grie- 
vous Anger againſt me, who am haſting the 
Puniſhment of my Brother, who expelled me, 
and deprived me of my Kingdom: For if 
there be any Faith in Oracles, ro whom thou 
art joyn'd, to thoſe it is ſaid the Victory ſhould 
belong. Now I beſeech you, by the Foun- 
uins which yield refreſhing Draughts, and by 
our kindred Gods, to yield ro me, and quit 
jour Anger, for we are Beggars and Stran- 
gers; and thou a Stranger, and live here flat- 
ering others, thou and I having had the ſame 
fortune. But he reigning ſupream in the 
Royal Palace (Wo is me!) ſporting himſelf 
vith our Miſeries, lives delicately, whom, if 
jou agree to my Mind, with little Pride and 
4 little Labour, I will deſtroy. So I will lead 
ice back again, and place thee in thy Palace 
my ſelf, caſting him out by Force. And this 
it you agree with me I may boaſt that I will 
TI, but without you have no Hope of 

ety. | 5 


By the Fountains, &c.] As tho' he adjured him 
43 Waters which nouriſhed him, ſaith the Scho- 
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146 Orpiyus Coloxtvus. 


Cho. Anſwer this Man what is convenient, 
for the Sake of him who ſent him, then ſend 
him back again. 

Oed. But unleſs the Governor of this Land 
had ſent him to me, defiring me to hear his 
Words, he had never heard my Voice; but no 
fince he is thought worthy by T heſeus, he ſhall 
go hence, firſt hearing from me ſuch Thing 
as will not chear him. When thou, baſe Man, 
didſt poſſeſs the Sceptre and Throne, (which 
thy Brother now poſſeſſeth in Thebes) thy {elf 
didſt drive outthy Father, and made me anEx- 
ile, and to wear thoſe Garments which now 
thou weepeſt to ſee, becauſe thou art in the 
ſame Affliction with me. This is not the Ob- 
jet of my Grief, but of my Patience, chat 
may live in Remembrance of thee, a Parricide. 


„„ *- . _=_- 5 FT. , CE 


Misfortunes; thou haſt expelled me, it is 
through thee I wander, ſo that I am forced 
to aſk of others my daily Food. And unle6| 
had begat thoſe two Daughters for my Nurs, 
I had not {till been as to thy Part; but no 
they preſerve me, they are my Nurſes, they 
are Men, not Women, in bearing part of my 
Sufferings; but thou art begotten of another, 
and not of me. Wherefore, though no God 
yet lets looſe his Vengeance againſt thee, . ;. 
will not be long, if theſe Troops move - . 
wards the City of Thebes ; for you will hae & 
no Reaſon to boaſt your overthrowing tht i * 


| Giry, bur firſt all fall all Rained wich Blow M e 
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and your Brother likewiſe; for ſo the Curſes 
import which I before pronounc'dagainſt you; 
and now I likewiſe implore the ſame Curſes 
againſt you, that you may learn to revere 
our Parents, and may not diſhonour your blind 
Father, becauſe you were begotten of ſuch. 
Theſe did not ſo, wherefore your Throne and 
Kingdom they will poſſeſs, if the antiently 
celebrated Vengeance ſits on Jove Throne, ac- 
cording to the Laws. But thou begone, contemp- 
tible Wretch, and forſaken of me; s taking with 
thee theſe Curſes which I call for againit you. 
May you neither poſſeſs your Father's Coun- 
try by War, nor return to Argos, but die with 
your Brother's Hand, and kill him by whom 
you were expelled. Such Imprecations I 
pronounce, and call againſt you the hated 
Darkneſs of Hell that it may give you Room; 
and I invocate theſe Goddeſſes, and the God 
of War, to ſend mortal Hatred between you. 
Now having heard theſe Things, be gone, 
and tell all the Thebans, and your Friends 
likewiſe, and faithful Comrades, what Gifts 
Oedipus hath diſtributed to his Sons. 


Tating with thee theſe Curſes.) The Scholiaſt tells 
us, that the Reaſon of Oedipus his laying theſe Curſes 
on his Children was as follows : It being the uſual Cu- 
ſtom with them from every Sacrifice to fend Oedipus a 
Shoulder, they through Negligence or Forgetfulneſs, 
lent him a Thigh; in which, thinking himſelf deſpi- 
led, like a paſſionate and raſh Man as he was, he curſed 
them, wiſhing they might ſlay one another, which 
cams to paſs accordingly. | 

K 2 Chg; 
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Cho. O Polynices, I do not congratulate your 
Arrival here; now return back with all Speed. 

Pol. Wo to my coming! Wo to my Com. 
panions unhappy Hour in which I came 
from Argos. Unhappy I whom none of my 
Companions may ſpeak to, nor may I return 
again but without ſpeaking! I periſh in thi 
Condition! O Siſters, Daughters of Oedipus 
ſince you have heard the terrible Things which 
my Father hath imprecated, do not, by the 
Gods, thoſe Imprecations relate to you? For 
which of you thinks to return home? Dona 
diſhonour me, but place me in my Sepulchre, 
and perform my Obſequies; and this preſent 
Praiſe which you receive for thoſe good Off- 
ces you pay my Father, will ſtill be amplified 
by your kind Afﬀiſtance to me. 

Ant. O Polynices ! I beſeech you yield to 
this my one Requeſt. 1 

Pol. Dear Siſter, what is it? Speak. 

Ant. Lead back your Army with all Speedto 
Argos, and do not deſtroy thy ſelf and the City, 
Pol. But that is not poſſible, for how can! 
aſſemble again the fame Army if once I flee! 

Ant. Why ſhould you again be angry? Or 


what Advantage will accrue to you from the 


Deſtruction of your Countrey ? 

Pol. It is baſe to flee, and that I, being 
the Elder, ſhould be fo. ridiculed by my 
Brother, 

Ant. Thou ſeeſt his Propheſies, how plain 


he utters them, who pronounces certain Death 


to you both, 
2 | Pal 
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Pol. My Brother demands what I can ne- 


yer grant. 

Ant. Wo is me a Wretch! who will dare 
to follow you, hearing what he hath prophe- 
fied ? 
Pol. I will not bring back ill News, ſince 
it belongs to a good Commander to ſpeak the 
beſt, and not to ſay any Thing terrible. 

Ant. Are you thus determined? 

Pol. Do not detain me, but this Expediti- 
on will be my Care, though unfortunate and 
croſs d by Reaſon of my Father, and his 
Curſes. But may Jove proſper you if you 
will pay me your laſt Offices being dead, fince 
vou can no more aſſiſt me alive. But let me 
now go, and fare you well, for hereafter you 
hall never ſee me more alive. 

Aut. O miſerable ! 

Pol. Do not bewail me. 
Ant. Who would not bewail you, Brother, 
ruſhing upon Death? 
Fs. If I muſt, I will dye. 
7 Ant. Do not, but yield to me. 
; Pol. Counſel not what is not fitting. 
05 Ant, O wretched me, if I am deprived of 
ou! | 
e P/ Iris in the Power of God to be born 
- this or that Fortune, but I pray for you 
wer to fall into Troubles; for you are un- 
vorthy every Way to be unfortunate. 
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Acr IV. scixs Ill. 
STROPHE I. 


Chorus, Oedipus, An tigone. 


Cho. New and unfortunate Evils have hap. 
rened to me from that miſerable Stranger, un- 
leſs they are what Fate decrees muſt happen; 
for I will not ſpeak raſhly of what the God; 
decree. Time fees and diſpoſes all Thing 
increaſing Miſchief upon others. The Air 
thundred, O Fove. [Thunder heard 
Oed. My Children, will 1 of the Inhabi. 
tants bring me hither good Theſeus? 

Ant. What Deſign is it for which you cal 
him? This ſwift Thunder will quickly ſend 
me to the Dead; but fend as quick as may be. 

2) IE | [T hunder, 


t The Air thundered, O Jove!] As Oedipus had fail 


| before there would be Signs of his Death, either Thur- 


der, or Lightning, or Earthquake; ſo now while tht 
Chorus ſpeaks, Thunder is heard, as a Token of |: 
approaching Death. In the unraveling of this Pic; 
there is a Mechaniſm uſed, which is equal with th: 
of the Deſcent of a God; for this Storm, which is ſen: 
by Jove, ſupplieth the Place of his perſonal Appearance 
See the Notes upon Aiax, Aci. I. Scene I. 
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AcT IV. Scexs IV. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


Chorus, Oedipus. 


Cho. Behold another hideous Thunder rends 


the Sky, an unutterable Sound ſent by Jove, 
and Fear cauſeth my Hair to ſtand erected. 
Celeſtial Lightning flaſhes again. What End 
will it produce? I fear the Event, for it comes 
not in vain, nor without ſome dire Portent. 
0 great Sky! O Jove ! 

Oed. O Children! the fatal Period of my 
Life approaches, and there is no Eſcape. 

Cho. How knoweſt thou that? What 
Ground haſt chou for that ConjeCture ? 

Oed. I know too well; but as quick as may 
be, let ſome one go and conduct the King of 
this Countrey to me. . 


STROPHE II, 


Clo. Alas! alas! behold again an immenſe 
Thunder ſent by Jove, roars all around. Be 


favourable, Jove, be favourable. If thou art 


come to bring Adverſity upon the Earth, may 
Happineſs be my Lot; nor, becauſe Ihave ſeen 
this miſerable Man, let me ſuſtain a Loſs 
where Thanks are due, O ove, I invoke 
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152 Oris CoLoNEUS. 
Cho. What Matter of Secreſy would you 


commit to his Breait? 
Oed. For the Benefits I have received, ] 
would render him due Thanks, as I promiſed, 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Cho. Ho; Son, approach, whether upon 
the utmoſt Shore of N 2ftune the Sea God, you 
worſhip the ſacred Altar on which Oxen are 
ſlain, come; for this Stranger reſolves to 
render due Thanks to you, this City, and his 
Friends, for the good Turns he received, 
Make Haſte, my Lord. Fly. 


Acr V. ScExEl. 


T heſeus, Oedipus, Chorus. 


HA Noiſe is this again among 
vou that echoes to my Ears? The 
Voice is yours, I know, and it is 
| plainly for the Stranger's Sake. Hath 
not the Thunder-bolt of ove or Rain fallen? 
For all Things, when the God thus raiſcth 


Tempeſts, are to be dreaded. 


| de and in my Senſes? 


Ocd. But is Theſeus near? Will he find me 
_ 


1 


s 6 % to — 
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Oed. My Lord, thy coming anſwers to 
our With ; and ſome God granted you the 
happy Fortune to come now. 

Theſ. What new Thing is this, Son of 
Laius? 

Oed. This is the laſt Moment of my Life, 


and of what I have promiſed I would not de- 


fraud you and this City. 

Theſ. On what certain Sign of Death doſt 
thou depend? 

Oed. The Gods themſelves who are never 
falſe, declare it me by certain Signs. 

Te. How ſayeſt thou, old Man, theſe 
Things are declared? 

Oed. By many continual Thundrings, and 
many Thunder-bolts hurled from the invinci- 
ble Hand of Jove. 
| Theſ. Thou prevaileſt upon me, for I ſee 
thee utter many unerring Propheſies. Teach 
what is to be done. SY 

Oed. 1 will teach thee, Son of Ægeus, 
Things which are perpetually to be eſtabliſh- 
ed to thee and this City. I will my ſelf lead 
preſently tothe Place without a Guide, where 
| muſt dye; u but tell not that to any Man, 
nor where my Body is, for that Place will 


But tell not that, &c.] His Deſign was, in laying 
this Charge on The/eus, that he concealing the Thing 
irom all but one, as his eldeſt Son, to whom he is to 
reveal it, and he to his, and ſo for ſucceeding Genera- 
tions, it might ever be a Defence of the Thebans againſt 
ne Athenians, 
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ſupply to you the Strength of many Spears 
againſt the foreign Arms of the Thebans ; but 


facred Words and unutterable, thy ſelf ſhalt 


know, when thou comeſt thither alone. I 
would not mention them to any of the Citi- 
Zens, nor to my Children, though I love them; 
and when thou approacheſt the End of thyLite, 
declare them only to one, the moſt excellent 
Man, and let him always declare them to the 
next ſucceeding : So ſhalt thou always inhabir 
this City, invincible by Theban Power. For in- 
numerable Cities, where firſt only Juſtice 
reigned, have often become unjuſt; but the 
Gods, tho' late, will ſurely puniſh the Crimes 


of ſuch, who, forſaking the Ways of Piety and 


Juſtice, follow the Dictates of an unruly Will. 
But thou, Son of Mgeus, let not that be thy 
Caſe; and this I tell thee, which is no more 
than thou knoweſt already. But let us ga to 
the Place, for the preſent Decree of the Gods 
urgeth me, nor need we dread the Danger. 
My Children, follow this Way, I am now be- 
come your Guide, as you were before your 
Father's. Be gone, touch me nor, but ſuffer 
me to find out the ſacred Tomb where it is 
my Lot to be interred. Go here, lead me 
here, Mercury my Guide leads me here, and 
the infernal Goddeſs. Oh! my dark Light, 
now where art thou? My Body now forſakes 
thee ; now I go to breath out in the Grave 
my laſt vital Breath. But thou, moſt loved 
Stranger, thou and this Country, and thy 

2 | Servants, 
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Sevants, may you be happy in your Poſterity, 
remembring me when dead, and may you be 
ever fortunate. | 


AcrT V. ScExk II. 


Chorus. 


If it be lawful for me to worſhip thee, O 
inviſible Goddeſs, and thee, O Pluto King 
of the Dead, with Prayers I beſeech you that 
this Stranger may reach the all conceali 
Regions of the Dead and the Stygian Shore, 
neither with a laborious or a dolorous Death : 
For ſince many Evils came upon thee wrong- 
fully, may the juſt God in return bleſs thee. 
O ſubterraneous Goddeſſes, and thee, y invin- 
cible Beaſt, who (as Fame reports) doſt lye in 
the well fortify'd Gates and barkeſt from the 
Caves of the Dead, invincible Porter amo 
the Ghoſts below, and thee, O Son of Farth 
and Hell, I beſeech, for this Stranger, that he 


* Irwiſible Goddeſi.] i. e. Praſerpiue. | 
Invincible Beaſt.) Gr. d dv zyrs Ynegs, Body of 


_ the invincible Beaft, i, e. Cerberus, he is feigned to be 


the Porter of Hell, and is called by Horace, Bellua 
Centiceps, Lib. 2. Od. 13. En. 6. V. 417. Plutonis 
canem ærea voce, quinquaginta Capitum, Ads Teixpgyev 
* In the Trachiniæ his Office is to aſſign out 
the Places of the Dead, The Fiction of his three Heads 
is becauſe all Men die one of theſe three kinds of 
Deaths, either natural, violent, or accidental. 
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may deſcend quietly to the inferiour Regions 
of the Dead; = and thee likewiſe I invocate, 


thou ever ſleeping Death. 


Ker V. Scr II. | 


Meſſenger, Chorus. 


Meſj. O Citizens, in ſhort I tell you Oedipus 
is dead; but what is done Speech cannot in 
ſhort declare, nor how Things there were 

Cho. Is the Wretch dead? 

Meſj. Know that he hath forſaken his te- 
dious Life. 
' Che. How, by a gentle Accident cauſed by 
divine Power ? | 

Meſj. It is much to be admir'd, for how 
he went hence, by none of his Friends led, 
thou who waſt preſent knoweſt; but when 
he came to a ſteep Way, paved on the 
Ground with brazen Steps, he ſtood in one 
Way which concurr'd with many near a hol- 


low Sink, where lye * the faithful Pledges of 


? And thee likewiſe I, &c.] The Chorus invocates 
Death as the laſt of all the infernal Deities for an eaſy 
Death for Oedipus. 

The faithful Pledges, &c.) Plutarch in the Life of 
Theſeus tells us, that there was a ſtrict Friendſhip be- 
tween him and Pirithaus, whom being in Love with 
Proſerpine, he took with him to Hell to bring her from 
thence, But upon his Return, when he would like- 

Piri- 


by 
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Pirithous and Theſeus. Standing between 
which Place and the Thracian Rock, and 
| hollow Acherdus, he fat on a ſtone Sepul- 
chre; then he put off his filthy Garments, 
then call'd to his Children and commanded 
them to bring him d Waſhings of flowing 
Water; who going into a high Hill where 
ſtood a e Temple ſacred to Ceres, in a ſhort 
Time perform the Commands of their Father : 
They adorn'd him with Garments, and waſh'd 


- 


wiſe have brought him back, they were parted by an 
Earthquake, and Pirithous was detain'd, where he is 
bound with Chains. | 


— — Amatorem trecentæ 
Pirithoum cohi bent catenæ. For. 


But it is not certain that this was the Place. 

b Waſhings of flowing Water.) After the Body of 
the Perſon doomed to die was waſhed, the next Thing 
was to anoint it, aud then it was adorned with a rich 
and ſplendid Garment. Hence we find Socrates waſh'd. 
himſelf before he took the fatal Draught, and Apollodo- 
ru brought him a Cloak with a Garment of great Va- 
ve, it being the Philoſopher's own Defire to prepare 
himſelf for his Funeral before he died. But ordinarily: 
this, and almoſt all Offices for the Dead were perform- 
ed by their neareſt Relations ; in Conformity to which 
Cuſtom Oedipus prepares himſelf for his, Funeral by 
waſhing and adorning his Body. 

© Temple ſacred to Ceres.) Gr. ivgais A=, 
fouriſhing Ceres. She hath this Epithet by reaſon of 
the Greeneſs of Gardens over which ſhe is ſuppoſed to 
preſide; ſhe had a Temple in the Acrapo. is, and her Sa- 


crifce was a Ram generally offered on the 6m Day. of 
Thargelion, | N 
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his Body, as is uſual. But when he had the 
Pleaſure of having every Thing done, and no 
Slackneſs appeared, Jove thundered; but the 
Virgins trembled when they heard it, and 
falling down before their Father's Knees, 
wept, nor ceas'd from beating their Breaſts, 
and tedious Lamentations. But he hearing 
their ſorrowful Voice, folding his Arms round 
them ſaid, O Children, this Day you have no 
more a Father; all Things to me are nothing, 
nor ſhall you take any more anxious Care for 
me, which I know was hard to you. But one 
Word only eaſeth you of all thoſe Cares; there 


is no Man which had more Love for-you than 


I, depriv'd of whom you will lead the re- 
maining Part of your Life. Dividing ſuch 
Things among each other all ſadly wept, but 
when they made an End of their Mourning, 
and there was no more Clamour heard, a pro- 
found Silence ſucceeded and ſuddenly a Voice 
called him, which caus'd all People's Hair to 
ſtand upright with Fear. God's Voice call'd 
him much every where, 4 O thou Oedipus, 
why do we not depart? Thou haſt cauſed 
much delay. When he underſtood he was 
call'd by God, he bids King Theſeus come to 


4 O thou Oedipus, why do we.) The Contrivance 
of the Poet is admirable here, in repreſenting to the 
Mina *? annot eaſily be expreſſed in Words, i. . 
the ſtrang nd ſurprifing Manner in which Oedipus was 
taken away. 

bim. 
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Friend give me thy Hand, the Pledge of 
Friendſhip to my Children; and Children, give 
yours to him; and promiſe you will never be- 
tray them willingly, but that thou wilt do al- 
ways what thou thinkeſt is convenient for 
them. Then he, as a generous Man, not out 
of Pity but his noble Mind, promiſed by Oath 
to execute the Stranger's Will: But when he 


had done this, preſently Oedipus touching his 


Children with his feeble Hands, ſays, O Chil- 
dren, you muſt with couragious Minds de- 

rt theſe Places, nor deſire to ſee what is not 
lawful to be ſeen, nor hear what is not to be 


heard. Begone therefore with all ſpeed, but 


let Theſeus come and know what is to be done. 
Theſe Things we all heard him ſpeak. Then 
diſſoly'd in Tears we follow with the Maids, 
but when in a ſhort Time we return'd, we 
law the Man no where, but the King cover- 
ing his Eyes having his Hands up to his 
Head, as if ſome new terrible Object were in 
View. not to be ſeen. After that in a ſhort 
Time we ſee him worſhipping the Earth and 
Olympus, the Seat of the Gods, in the ſame 
Prayer: But by what Fate he fell no Mortal 
could declare, but Theſeus; for neither the Fire- 
bearing Thunderbolt of Fove kill'd him, nor 
Waves of the Sea then rais'd by Storms, bur 
either ſome Meſſenger of the Gods, or a gen- 
tle gradual Opening of the Earth caus d by 
the infernal Gods. For the Man without 

3 One 
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him, and when he came he ſaid, beloved 
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one Tear free from the Power of conſuming 
Diſeaſe, was ſnatch'd away: But if chere be 
ſome ſtrange Man who will not credit my Re- 
port, I will not aſſent to him to whom I 


ſeem to be miſtaken. 
Cho. Where are his Children and Friends 


who accompanied him ? 
Mei. They are not far off, for their ſhrill 
Voices of Lamentation diſcover their Ap- 


_ proach, 


Acr V. ScErxE IV. 


Antigone, Chorus, Iſmene. 


Ant. Alas, alas, now it is Time for us 
greatly to lament the Loſs of our dear Fa- 


ther, for whom before we endur'd much La- 


bour. At laſt unutterable Sorrows, which our 
Eyes have witneſſed, overwhelm us. 

Cho, What are they ? 

Ant. My Friends, beyond compare. 

Cho. Is he dead ? | 

Ant. If any wiſh'd for Oedipus's Death, 
the Fates have granted his Deſire. 

Cho. What his, whom neither War nor 
Sea oppoſed, but the plain Earth inviſible 
ſeized by an obſcure Fate 

Ant. O wretched me, deſtructive Night 
hath overcaſt our Eyes. Shall we wandring 
in. ſome foreign Land, or on the wide roaring 


Sea lead our ſad Lives? 
In. 
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Iſm. I know not; may cruel Pluto ſeize 
me that I may die with my old Father; for J 
have no defire of longer Life. 
Cho. O thou two beſt of Children, what 
God hath ordain'd ought patiently to be born. 
Let not your Grief overcome you ſo; your 
Condition is not ſo much to be complain'd of. 
Ant. There is ſome Deſire of Evil, for 
that which is no Way pleaſing, was pleaſing 
when we poſleſs'd it. O my Father, thou 
art involv'd in perpetual Darkneſs beneath the 
Farth; tho! an old Man, to me thou waſt 
beloy d, and ſtill with me thy Memory ſhall 
be precious. 
Cho. He hath ended his Life. 
Ant. As he deſir'd to do. 
Cho. How ? 
7 Ant. On a ſtrange Land, as he defir'd, he 
bach for ever his dark Bed beneath the Earth. 
Nor did he die unlamented, for this my weep- 
ng Eye for ever will lament thee, Father; 
nor is it in the Power of Time to baniſh 
tom my Breaſt ſuch Grief. Wo is me! thou 
ſnouldſt not have died on a ſtrange Land, but 
ou didſt die here forſaken. | 


ANTISTROPHE IL 
I'm. Wo is me! What Fortune waits me 
here poor and forſaken, and thee my Siſter 
(erted of our Father? 


Vor. II. L Cho. 
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Cho. But ſince he happily finiſhed the Term 
of his Years, ceaſe from Grief, for none i 
free from Evils. | 

Ant, Siſter, let us be gone. 

Vin. To do what? 

Ant, A Deſire poſſeſſes me. 

Vin. What? 

Ant. To ſee the ſubterranean Houle, 

Jin. Of whom? 

Ant. Of my Father. O wretched I! 

iin. How is that lawful? Doſt thou not 
ſee? - 

Ant. Why doſt thou reprimand ? 

Vin. And now. 

Ant. What again? 

In. He died without Sepulchre, ſeparate 
from any Man 

Ant, Lead me, and kill me there. 

In. Ah, unhappy I, where therefore ſhall 
I wander, and forſaken lead my Life? 

Cho. Fear nothing, Friends. 

Ant. But whither ſhall I flee. 
Cho. Before you fleed that no Ill ſhould 


happen to you. 


Ant. I think. 

Cho. What doſt thou think ? 

Ant. I know not how we ſhall get home. 
Cho. Enquire not that: Sorrow hath over: 


 whelmed thee. 


Ant. Much before, now beyond Meaſure. 
Cho. You are plung'd in wide Seas of 
Woe. 1 


ate 


uid 
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Ant. Great and unfathomable. 

Cho. And that I likewiſe affirm. 

Ant. Alas, alas, whither ſhall we go? O 
frve, to what ſmall hope haſt thou reduced 
me ? 

Cho. Ceaſe, Virgins, from theſe Lamenta- 
tions; for thoſe to whom defired Death hath 
happen'd, we ought not to lament; it is a 
Fault. 

Ant. Son of /Egeus, we adore thes. 

Theſ. What would you have me to grant 
you ? | 
Ant. e We would fee our Father's Tomb. 

The. But the Liberty is denied you of go- 
ing thither, | | 

Ant. What ſayſt thou, King of the Arhe> 
nians? | ” 

Theſ. Children, he forbad me either to ap- 
proach to theſe Places, or to tell any Mortal 
of the ſacred Tomb which covers him, which 


Command, if I obey'd, he faid that I ſhould 


for ever rule. this Land ſecure from Ill; and 
this your God hath heard, and the Oath of 
fove which hears all Things. 

Ant. If then this be according to his Will, 


Me would ſee aur Father's Tomb.) Probably her 
Deſign in deſiting to ſee the Sepulchre was that ſhe 
might weep over it, which is cuſtomary with her Sex 
after the Death of their Friends, and agrees with the 
Tenderneſs of their Nature. 
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it ſufficeth us, but ſend us to the f Theban 
City, that we may prevent the Ruin which 


threatens our Brothers. 
Theſ. That I will do, and whatſoever elſe 


I can, to favour you and him who is late) 
deceas d and lies in his Grave; I ought not 


to be tired by doing well. 

Cho. But ceaſe nor repeat again your La. 
mentation, for all thoſe Things were preor. 
dain'd by a divine Decree. 


f Theban City.] Gr. Oi 'Qſvyizs, 1. e. Ogygian 
Thebes, ſo called from Ogyges, or, Ogygus the moſt ar. 
cient King of Thebes, who repaired and beautify'd that 
City. He is ſaid to have been Contemporary with the 
Patriarch Facob, but Hieronymus brings him down to 
Moſes's Time. See Dr. Potter's Archæol. Graca on thi 
Word 'Qys{@-, Vol. I. p. 25. 
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Dramatis Perſonæ. 


Hyllus. 
Lic bas. 
A Meſſenger. 


An old Man who followed Hercules from 
Eubaa. 


Hercules, 


WoMEN, 
Detanira, 
Her Companion or Teutreſs. 
A Nurſe, Maid to Deianira. 


Chorus of Trachinian Ladies. 


$CENE, Before Ceyx's Palace in Track, 


- 


4 © 2 ** 
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OSIRIS BT vc: 


TRACHINLA. 


_ : 


The ARGUMENT. 


4 


HIS Tragedy bath its Title from 
* the young Ladies of Trachis, Tra- 
24 chin, or Trachinia, which compoſed 
=” the Chorus. It is a ſmall Countrey 
in Phthiotis, one of the four Parts of Theſſa- 
ly, where Ceyx was King: There Hercules 
baniſhed himſelf voluntari 7 for the Murther 
Eunomaus, Kinſman to his Hoſt, and Father- 
in-Law to Oeneus. When be came to the Ri- 
ver Evenus, with Deianira his Wife, Neſſus 
the Centaur carried Deianira over ; and having 
jo done, attempted to raviſh her. At which 
Hercules enraged, ſhot him with his Arrow, 
ſeiſaned with the Blood of the Monſter Hydra. 
" Fee | „ Neſſus 
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168 The TRACHINꝝIxX. 
Neſſus expiring by his Wound, told Deiani. 


ra, that if ſhe would preſerve his Blood, and 


dip therein a Garment for Hercules, it woll 
for ever attract bis Love to her from all other 


Women. The credulous Deianira believed the 
Centaur, and ſoon found Occafion to uſe this 


Philtre. For Hercules, captivated with the 
Love of Iole, Daughter of Eurytus Ring 
Oechalia, and being nd her b b 
to revenge the Afjront, feigned 4 trifling 
Pretence to wage War againſt him, in which 


He deſtroyed Oechalia, put him and his Sons 15 


the Sword, and brought aby Tole. Deianira 
percerving that ſhe was like to be rivaled in the 
Love of Hercules, ſent him a Garment dippel 
in the Centaur's Blood, by the Herald Lichas 
to Cenæum, a Promontory in Eubcea, wher: 
Hercules was preparing to ſacrifice to Jupue- 
Cenzus, for his happy Succeſs in the Mar. 
Hercules received the Garment joyfully, but 
when the Poiſon began to work, immediately it 
fluck fo to his Fleſh, that it could not be parted 
from it. Then ſucceeded violent Convulſim, 
tearing his Fleſh and Bones, and other jad Ef 
fects of the Poiſon. In this Condition be i 
brought to Trachinia, where Deianira hearing 
the jad News, ſtabbed her jelf ; and Hercules 
having left a ſtrict Command with his Son Hyl- 
lus to marry Iole, was burnt on a Pile made for 
that Purpoſe on Mount Oeta. oC 


Acr 
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Acr I. Scents l. 


Deianira, Tutreſs, Hyllus 
Dei. 


'Y) I by among Men, that * we can 
judge of no Man's Life, whe- 

cher it hath been happy or 
miſerable before he dies; but I know 


mine to be ſad and unfortunate before 


Me can judge of no Man's Life.) This Saying was 
ſpoke by Solon to Creſus, King of Lydia, who ſhew- 
ing Solon all his Wealth and Soldiers in golden Armour, 
and the golden Altar of Apollo, aſked him, who of all 
Men he thought happier than he: Solon anſwered, that 
Cleobis and Biton were. At which the King grieved, 
aſked whom he thought next in Happineſs, but ſtill 
S:lon anſwered another. The King growing more and 
more uneaſie, Solon told him, that a Man ought to 
wait until the laſt Day of his Life, before he can tell 
whether it. be happy or miſerable. For, added he, the 
Time will come when thou ſhalt wage War againſt 
the Perſians, and ſhalt be ſacrificed to their God. Ac- 
cordingly, being overcome by Cyrus, he was thrown 
into the Fire. While he was burning, he cried out, 
Solon, Solon ; wherefore a Shower ſent by Apollo put 
out the Fire. Cyrus aſked him the Reaſon of that 
Exclamation, who told him the Words of Solon; at 
which Cyrus wondering, diſmiſſed him, and made him 
his Counſellor, | 
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170 The TRACHINxIX. 


I reach my Grave, who living in my Father 
Oeneus's Houſe in b Pleuron, ſuffered more 
grievous Trouble on Account of my Marri- 
age, than any Ætolian Lady: For a River was 
my Suitor, Achelous T mean, who in his three 
Shapes deſired me of my Father; now as he 
walked © he plainly ſeemed a Bull, another 
Time a twiſted ſpotted Dragon, another Time 
in human Shape with a Bulls-Head: 4 For 
from his hairy Beard Floods of Fountain Wa- 
ter flows, and wretched I expecting ſuch a 
Wooer, ever prayed to die, rather than ap- 
proach his Bed. But after a long Time, yet 
ro my great Satisfaction at laſt, came the fa- 
mous Son of Jove and Alcmena, who enga- 
ging with him in a Combat, ſet me free. I 


b Pleuran.) Or Plurone: It is a City in Z#tolia, a 
Part of Greece. | 

© He plainly ſcemed @ Bull.] All Rivers by the Anti- 
ents were compared to Bulls, by Reaſon of the Vio- 
lence of their Streams, and roaring Noiſe cauſed by 
the Waters daſhing againſt the Racks, or Banks. Her. 
Lib. IV. Od. 14. 


Sic tauriformis volvitur Aufidus, 


Or elſe becauſe they divide and tear the Earth as Bulls: 
Or laſtly, becauſe of the fertile Paſtures near the Sides 
of Rivers. | | 

d For from his hairy Beard.) There is an Image in 
Virgil like this, where he ſpeaks of Atlas changed by 
Perſeus into a Mountain of that Name. Æneid IV. 
V. 250. 


- tum flumina mento 
Precpitant ſenis, & glacie riget horrida barba. 
3 cannot 


} 
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cannot ſpeak the Manner of the Conflict, for 
I know it not; if any fearleſs of the Spectacle 
fat by, he may tell; for I was amazed with Fear, 
leſt my Beauty at laſt ſhould cauſe my Griet. 
At laſt Jupiter, the Governor of Combats, or- 
dered it well (if well it be) for enjoying the 

rofered Bed of Hercules, I am ever tormen- 
ted with ſucceeding Fears, and ever ſolicitous 
for his Welfare. In the ſame Night that I re- 
ceive him, he departs again, one Labour ſtill 
ſucceeding another; and I have bore Children, 
whom he, as a Huſbandman takinga far diſtant 
Field, ſeeth only in Seed Time, and once in 
Harveſt. Such a Life leads my Lord, ſtill com- 
ing home, and ſtill returning © to ſerve I know 
not whom; and when he is Victor in any Com- 
bat, then chiefly I dread, ſor ſince he took the 
Life of Iphitus, we live here in Trachin, Exiles 


with a foreign King. But none knows where 


o ſerve I know not whom.) She means Euryſi beus, 
King of Mycenæ; for before he and Hercules were 
born, Fate had decreed that he who ſhould be born 
laſt, muſt ſerve the other. Juns therefore being Step- 
mother to Hercules, and hating him, cauſed him to be 
born laſt : Wherefore he was ſubject to Euryſtheus, and 
by him ſent upon many laborious Expeditions, too te- 
dious here to mention. Virgil charges all his Labours 
upon the Unkindneſs of Juno, Aneid VIII. v. 291. 
r duros mille labores 

Rege ſub Euryſtheo, fatis Junonis iniquæ, 

Pertulit. 
 * With a foreign King.] i. e. Ceyr. Thus HMaſiod, 

Texha di Tot Tagtraviar | 
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he is gone, yet hath he left me in fad Sor. 
rows for him; and I almoit know he hath re. 
ceived ſome Miſchief, for it 1s not a little 
while, but theſe ten Months and five more, 
he hath continued abſent without ſending any 
Meſſage of his Return. There is ſome fad 
Miſchief happened to him. He went away, 
leaving me 8 ſuch a Role, which I often pray 
to the Gods I received of him without any 
Harm. | | 

Tut. O my Lady Detanira, J have ſeen you 
lament the Departure of Hercules with ſorrow- 
ful ſad Lamentations; but now, if it be juſt for 
thoſe in Bondage to admoniſh the free, and it 
becomes me to ſpeak ſo far, how comes it 
you abound with ſo many Children, but ſend 
none in Search of thy Huſband, but chief 
Hyllus, whom it is fit ſhould go, if he ha 
any Care for his Father's Safety? But now in 
Seaſon he comes home, wherefore if you 
think I ſpeak in Seaſon, now is the Time to 
make uſe of his Help, and my Counſel. 


s Such a Role.) Hercules, at his Departure, left with 
his Wife a Tablet, wherein it was written, that if he 


returned not within fifteen Months, ſhe might know 
that he was dead, | 
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ACT I. ScENE II. 


Deianira, H 'yllus, 7 utreſs. 


Dei. O Son! good Speeches even from the 
Mouths of the Ignoble happen well; for this 
Woman, tho' a Servant, yet hath ſpoke what 
might become one who is free. 

Hyl. What? Tell me, Mother, if it be 
ought I may hear with Decency. 

Dei. That it is a Shame for you, your Fa- 
ther being ſo long a Stranger, not to enquire 
where he is. 

Hy. ButI know, if one may believe Ru- 
mours. 

Dei. In what Part of the Earth, = Son, 
do you hear he ſtays ? 

Hyl. They ſay, that for more 4 this 
whole Year paſt, he hath ſerved a Woman 
of Lydra. 

Dei. If it were ſo that he hath ſuffered this 
Pondage, ſome might have heard it all. 

Hyl. But he is freed from thence, as ] hear. 

Dei. Where is he therefore now reported 
to be alive, or dead ? 

Hyl. They fay he hath undertaken an Ex- 


pedition againſt the Land of Eubæa, and Ci- 


ty of Eurytus, or 1s about it. 
Dei. But doſt thou know my Son that he 
left me ſome certain Oracles concerning chat 


Countrey ? 
Bl. 
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Hyl. What, Mother, I know not a Word, 
Dei. That he muſt either end his Life, or 
overcome in this Tryal, and for the future in 
Happineſs lead the remaining Part of his 
Lite: Wherefore, my Son, now in the ve 


Precipice of Fate, wilt thou not go and help 


thy Father? Since we ſhall be ſafe or fall, but 
as he periſhes or preſerves his Life, we will 
go together. 

Hyl. I $9. Mother, and if I had known the 
Report of the Oracle, long ſince I had been 
with him: His accuſtomed Succeſs ſuffers us 
not to fear, or be much concerned for him: 
Now ſince I know it, nothing Iwill omit, but 
ſcarch out the whole Truth in this Affair. 

Dei. Go now, my Son; for to do well tho 
late, when he is admoniſh'd, brings Advan- 
tage. 


AcT l. ScExf III. 
Chorus, Deianira. 


STROPHE I. 


Cho. O thou to whoſe Empire the ſtarry 
Night gives Place, but whom, when return d, 
ſhe conceals in the dark Womb, bright Ruler 
of the Day, the Sun, I thee invoke to declare 
this to me, where the Son of Alcmena abides. 
O bright burning Flame, is he quarter'd on 
the Iſlands near the Sea, or between the 1 
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ſtern and the Weſtern Continent? Speak, O 
thou who excelleſt in ſeeing. 


ANTISTROPHE I 


For J hear that Deianira with a longing 
Mind for Hercules, and driven alternatel 
from Hope to Fear, l as the miſerable Bir 
never compoſeth to ſleep her weeping Eyes: 
But mindful of her Lord, dreads his Journey, 


and pining away thinks of her widowed Bed 
expecting ſome ſad Fate. 


As one ſeeth in the broad Sea many Waves 
ebbing and flowing, driven by the unwearied 
South-Weſt and North Wind; ſo is Theban 
born Hercules, brought up and exerciſed in 
many Evils, as the Cretan Sea is toſs d: But 
ſtill ſome of the Gods keep him, being un- 
blameable, from the Manſions of the Dead. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Therefore I will blame thee, and ſpeak 


b As the miſerable Bird.) Gr. de, zen, i. e. the 
Cwallow, See the Notes on Electra, Act. I. Scene II. 
If you read 4am zen, then it is a Halcyon, which 
hatcheth her Young in the Rocks near the Sea, and 
weeps when they are flown, and her Eggs gone. Phe 


Compariſon of Deianirs to either of them is not im- 
proper. | 
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Words which ſhall be pleaſing, tho' contrary 
what you would ſpeak; for I fay you ought 
not to lay aſide good Hope: Nor hath King 
Jouve, who governs all Things, given ought 
to Men without Pain, but Grief and Joy en- 


_ circling flows on all as uncertainly as the Paths 


of Arcturus. 
EPODE. 


For neither doth the ſtarry Night remain 
with Men, nor the Fates, nor Riches ; but 
ſuddenly they are gone: To me it is allotted 
both to rejoice, and be again deprived of Joy, 
Which Things I ſay, O Queen, ought to ſup- 
port you in Hopes; for who thus ever ſaw 
ove void of Care for his Children? 

Dei. Thou ſeemeſt to have heard my Af- 
fliction, and therefore art come to me; but 
how I ſuffer, and how my Soul languiſhes 
thou knoweſt not, but ſtill art ignorant: For 
i Youth is fed in its own Paſtures, nor doth 
the Fire of the God (i. e. Love) nor Rain, 
nor Winds diſturb them: But in Pleaſure 
chuſeth a Life free from Trouble, until any 


i Youth is fed in its own Paſtures.) Nothing diſturbs 
Youth, but as a mighty Wall it ſtands unhurt, nor 
feels the Ills which others ſuffer who are married. 
Horace makes the like Compariſon of his Miſtreſs Lye: 


Due, velut latis equa trima Campis, 
, Ludit exultim, metuit que tangi, 
Nuptiarum expers, Cc. 


inſtead 
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inſtead of Maid is called the Youth's Wife, 
and in the Night partakes of his Cares, fear- 
ing for her Huſband or her Children ; then 
may ſhe underſtand, ſeeing her own manner 
of Life, with what Ills I am oppreſſed. For 
many Sufferings I have lamented, bur one 
ſuch as never before, I ſhall mention: When 
Hercules my King went forth upon his laſt 
ſourney from home, then he there left an an- 
cient written Tablet, inſcribed with certain 
Teſtaments, which before, tho' he went out to 
many Combats, he never mentioned to me; 
but went out as to perform ſome Exploit, not 
o die: But now, as tho' he were no more, 
he bid me take my Share of Wealth for a ſe- 
cond Bed, and mention'd what Share of their 
Father's Land he divided to his Children; 
and appointing a Year and three Month's 
Time to be abſent from his Countrey, ſaid, 
he muſt either die in that Time, or by eſcap- 
ing to the End of it, lead a Life free from 
Sorrow. All this he (aid was what the Gods 
decreed ſhould come to paſs concerning the 
Labours of Hercules, as he ſaid, the ancient 
Beach Tree at Dodona ſpoke, and the two 


k Beech Tree at Dodona, and the two Doves.) Near 
Didma, a City. of Chaonia in Epirus, there was a Tem- 
ple and Grove of Oaks and Beeches conſecrated to Ju- 
iter Dadonzus, and in it a particular Beech-Tree, up- 
on which two Doves fate and propheſied: Others ſay 
they were rather ancient Prieſteſſes, and called Pid- 
geons by Reaſon of the Greyneſs of their Hair: For 


Vol. IL M Doves. 
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Doves. And certainly this Day hath ſeen the 
Accompliſhment of this Oracle, and all; 
paſt. This makes me, O my Friends, in my 
ſweet Sleep trembling ſtart out for Fear, tha 
I muſt live deprived of the beſt of Men. 


Cho. Good Words, I pray, for I ſee fone 


Man coming crown d to ſpeak with Joy. 


AcT I, Scrxs IV. 


Meſſenger, Deianira, Chorus, 


Meſf. O Deianira, my Queen, I the fil 
Meſſenger free you from Fear; for know the 
Son of Alcmena 1s alive and victorious, and 


hath brought from the Fight | Firſt-Frui 
worthy the Gods. 


the Moloſſi of Epirus, called all ancient People Gre, 
or e. Herodotus gives another Reaſon why thy 
were called Doves, viz. Becauſe they being Bari 
rians ſpoke like Birds. Euripides fays they were three, 
others two, and that one of them came from Theb?: 0 
the Oracle of Jupiter Ammon in Libya, and the other t 
Dodona. See Dr. Potter's Archæol. Græc. Vol. 
p- 266, &c. . 

| Firſt Fruits worthy the Gods.) i. e. Spoils pert 
which were to be offered to zlui rogwaie, for the it 
cient Heroes always offered up the chief and moſt 
luable Part of the Spoils to the Gods, to whoſe te? 
they thought the Victory was due. Thus in the Pi 
loftetes, Hercules charged that Prince to offer at his A: 
tar the Firſt Fruits of the Spoils which they took fron 
Troy, as a Tribute due to him, for the Aſſiſtance d 
his Arrows in taking that City, 


Dii 
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Dei. What Speech is this, old Man, thou 


talkeſt to me? 

Meſſ. That your much loved Lord will 
ſoon appear at home with a victorious 
Army. | 
Dei. Say'ſt thou ſo? And haſt thou learnt 
this of Citizens or Strangers? | 


Meſſ. Lichas, the Herald, in yon verdant 


Paſture declared it, and hearing it of him I 
flew, that firſt telling you this pleaſant News, 
I might both gain ſome Reward, and enjoy 
your Favour. 

Dei. If he be well, why therefore is he 
abſent ? 


Me}. It is not with much Pleaſure to him 


ſelf, my Lady, for all the People of Melia 
ſtanding round examine him; nor hath he 
Power to haſten his coming, for every one 
deſiring to know what they hop'd for, ſuf- 
fered him not to go, e're they were fatisfy'd 
with hearing ; and he, tho' unwillingly, ſtays 


with thoſe who are deſirous to keep him: But 


ſoon thou wilt ſee him. 

Dei. O Jove, who preſideſt over Oetd's ver- 
dant Paſtures, thou haſt given us Joy, tho af- 
ter a long Time: Ye Matrons ſhout for Joy, 
both you who are in your Houſes and who are 
without, for an unhop'd-for Light of Fame is 


riſen which I now enjoy. 
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EPODICA STROPHE. 


Cho. Ye Batchelors, let the Voice of Joy he 
heard in your Houſes; and ye Huſbands, join 
your Voices in the Concert. Apollo well 
arm'd with a Quiver, the great God d 
Paans. 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Ye Virgins, celebrate with Hymns, and hi 
m Ortygian Siſter likewiſe, the Huntreſs of 
Dears, Fire-bearing Diana and her neigh- 
bouring Nymphs. O I am tranſported with 
ecſtatick Joy, nor will I refuſe the Sound of 
Muſick, O Sovereign of my Breaſt. 


EPODE. 


Behold Rapture diſturbs me, and ſends me 
to join the Troop of Bacchanals, Io Pan, 
To Pæan] Behold, dear Lady, now may you 


cars 


m Ortygian Siſter.] Oriygia is the fame with Deli, 


the Place where Diana was born and worſhipped; 


whence ſhe is called here Ag]eww 'Og]vyiar. 
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Deianira, Chorus. 


* 


See, dear Ladies, nor is the Vi- 


Acr II. SckxE II. 


Lichas with a Train, Deianira, Meſſenger, 
Chorus. 


Lich. Well are we come, and joyfully 
ſpeak, O Lady, according as the Matter re- 
quires; for the Man who proſpers ought to 
peak joyful Words. 

Dei. Moſt loved of Meſſengers, teach me 
what I firſt would know, whether I ſhall re- 
ceive Hercules alive or not. 

Lich. J left him alive, ſtrong and in health, 
nor grieved with any Diſeaſe. 

Dei. Where? In his Father's, or any Bar- 
barian Land ? Speak. | 
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Lich. There is a Shore in Eubæa where he 
hath ſet up Altars, and hath ſacrificed Firſt 
Fruits ton Cenæ an Fove. 

Dei Is it to perform ſome Vows, or by 
Decree of ſome Oracle ? | 

Lich. Vows: For he overcame in War the 
rebellious Countrey of Women, which you 
ſee with your Eyes. 

De:. Now, by the Gods, who is their right- 
ful Lord, and who are they? They are mi- 
ſerable unleſs their Fortunes deceive me. 

Lich. Theſe he, having deſtroy'd the City 
of Eurytus, took, Slaves for himſelf, ſelected 
for the Gods. 

Dei. Was he at this City fo long Time 
ſince his Departure hence ? 

Lich. No, but the moſt Part of his Time 
he ſpent in Lydia; as himſelf fays, himſelf 
not free, bur ſold : Nor ought you to blame 
that of which 7ove was the Author, for he 
being bought by Omphale the Barbarian, com- 

leated a Year in her Service, as himſelf fays, 
He was ſo ſtung by that Reproach, that with 


an Oath he ſwore he would bring into Bon- 


dage with his Wife and Children him who 
was the Author of his Sufferings: Nor did his 
Words prove vain, but when he was pure 


m Cenæan Joe.] Ceiæum was a Promontory in 
Eubœa ſacred to Jupiter, as indeed were all Mountains, 
he being #414®- Os, the ſupreme God; and there it vu 
uſual to ſacrifice to him, 4 


* from 
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from the Slaughter of Tphitus, taking an Ar- 
my which he had raiſed on purpoſe, he came 
to the City of Eurytus: For he ſaid that he 
of all Men was the only Cauſe of his Affli- 
(ion, who, when he came to his Houſe an 
old Gueſt, provoked him with many Re- 
proaches, ſpeaking with a malicious Mind, 
and ſaying, that tho' he had inevitable Arrows 
in his Hand, yet he was much n inferior to his 
Children in Judgment in the Art of caſtin 

Darts; and ſaid, that as a Servant he was af- 
flicted by a free Man. And when he was drunk 
with Wine, he caſt him out of the Company; 
at which inraged, when Ipbitus came to cele- 
brated Tirynthia, ſeeking Horſes among the 
Herd, when his Mind was one Way and his 
Eyes another, he caſt him down the high 
Battlements of a Tower: And for that Deed 
his Father Olympian Jove the univerſal King, 
being angry, ſent him ſold away, nor endured 
him, becauſe he had ſlain by Fraud only one 


n Inferior ta his Children.) The Scholiaft ſays that 
Eurytus made an Offer of his Daughter Hole to Hercules, 
if he overcame his Sons in the Art of ſhooting Arrows, 
There are different Opinions concerning the Number 
of Eurytus's Children; Hæſiod ſpeaks of five, viZ. ani 
KAuzi%Gg, Totevs, and 1 1g. And in the following Verſe 
he mentions ole : | 


Ted: wid” exnelanrko tixelo zl LA 


It is a Miſtake therefore of the Scholiaſt to ſay he men- 
tions but four. _—_— mentions only threes vi. 


Toxeus, Clytius and Deion, 
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184 The TRACHINIE. 
Man; for had he openly revenged himſelf 


ove had forgiven him for his juſt Revenge 
in puniſhing him; for the Gods above do nat 
favour Opprefſion. But the Sons of Eurytus 
who inſulted him with reproachful Language, 
are all now Inhabitants with thoſe below, the 
City is in Bondage, and thoſe whom you ſee, 
who from e lead a miſerable Life 


come to you; for ſo your Lord commanded, 


and I being faithful to him, perform his 
Command. But when he hath performed 
pure Sacrifices to his Father Jove for the 
taking the City, you will receive him fafe, 
for that, after a long Speech well ſpoke, affords 
moſt Pleaſure to your longing Ears. 

Cho. Now, Queen, have you received true 
Delight both from this preſent State of Af- 
fairs, and from the News this Herald doth 
report. 0 

Dei. Why ſhould I not rejoice hearing his 
fortunate Succeſs, and juſtly gained ? Ir is ve- 
ry fit I ſhould rejoice with him, yet thoſe 
who rightly judge of Fortune's Inconſtancy, 
ſhould fear leaſt he who proſpers at laſt 
ſhould miſcarry. For fad Pity invades 
me, O my Friends, ſeeing theſe miſerable 
Ladies in a ſtrange Countrey, abſent from 
home, Captives, and bereaved of Parents; 
who probably before deſcended of free Pa- 
rents, but now lead a ſervile Life. O Tove, 
our Defender, let me never ſee thee turning 


cus 
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thus thy Rage againſt my Offspring, or if you 
will do ought againſt them, let it not be while I 


am alive; for fo I fear you will, beholding theſe. 


unhappy Wretches. What Youth art thou? 
Jo Tole.] Art thou a Virgin, or a Mother? 
For as to your Age, you ſeem to be unskilled 
in all Marriage Affairs, and nobly born. O 
Lichas, whoſe Daughter is this Stranger? Who 


_—_ "I. 


s her Mother? And who her Father who 


begat her ? Speak, for I pity her more than 
the reſt: For ſhe ſeems to me in Wiſdom to 
excel them all. 


Lich. What do I know? Why doſt thou 


ak me? Perhaps ſhe is born of ſome who 


are none of the meaneſt of the City. 

Dei. Is ſhe of Royal Race, the Daughter 
of Eurytus? | 

Lich. I know not, nor did I much en- 
ire. 
a Dei. Nor have you learnt her Name from 
any who came with her? 


Lich, Not at all, for filently 1 did my 


Work. 

Dei. Thou wretched Lady, ſpeak thy ſelf 
to us; for this is ſome Misfortune that we 
know not who thou art. | 

Lich. If now ſhe is ſilent, ſhe will do no 
otherwiſe than before; for ſhe hath ſpoke 
nothing yet, neither much nor little; but ever 
lamenting her fad Calamities, the wretched 
Lady wept fince the Time ſhe left her Fa- 
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ther's Country. This is her Fortune, fad to 
her, ſo that her Silence merits Pardon. 

Dei. Let her alone, and let her go in qui- 
etly, ſo that her preſent Evils may receive no 
more Increaſe from theſe ſad Griefs with 
which my Mind is oppreſſed; for the preſent 
are enough, But let us all go home, and 
you haſten where you will, I will prepare 
every Thing within that is convenient for the 
Reception of my Lord. 

Exit Lichas, and Train, 


Acr II. SczNzE III. 


Meſſenger, Deianira, Chorus. 
Meſſ. But firſt ſtay here a little while, that 


you may learn whom you bring in, and what 
beſides you never heard, and ſo know all that 
is needful; for I have perfect Knowledge of 
every Thing. 

* What is it? Why do you my ſtop go- 
ing | 
Meſſ. Stand ſtill and hear; it is not in vain 
you liſtened to what J ſaid before, nor do] 
think it is now. 

Dei. Shall we therefore call them again! 
Or will you ſpeak to theſe preſent and me. 
Mes. To you and theſe, nothing hinders 
But let them go. | 
| fk They are gone, now let the Tale be 
3 . . 
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Meſſ. This Man was true in nothing that 
he ſpoke, but either now he is a wicked Man, 
or before he was no true Meſſenger. 

Dei. What fayeſt thou? Tell me plainly all 
thou knoweſt. For what thou haſt faid I 
know nor. 

Meſ. J heard Lichas fay, many Witneſſes 
being preſent, that for the Sake of this Maid 
he took Eurytus, o and Oechalia adorned with 
lofty Towers, and that Love only induced 
him to do it; not the Bondage he underwent 
among the Lydians, or with Omphale, or 
the Fate of Tphitus caſt down, which he pre- 
tending, ſpeaks contrary to what he did be- 
fore. For when he could not perſuade her 
Father to give him the Maiden, to enjoy her 
ſecret Embraces, deviſing a ſmall Accuſation 
againſt him, and trifling Reaſon, he made 
War againſt the Country of this Maid, where- 
in he ſaid that Eurytus ruled the Kingdom, 
ſlew the King her Father, and deſtroyed the 
City. And now as you ſee, he comes home, 
ſending them before, not careleſly; nor doth 


o Oechalia adorned with lifty Towers.) Pherecydes 
faith, that Hercules came into Oechalia, a City of Ar- 
cadia, and defired [ole of Eurytus, for his Son Hyllus to 
Wife: Which Requeſt being refuſed, Hercules deſtroyed 
the City, and ſlew all his Sons but Iphitus, who fled into 
Eubæa. But Menecrates faith himſelf was in Love with 
her, that Eurytus refuſed to yield her to him, but that 


he would have enjoyed her Embraces, had he not been _ 


prevented by the Argians coming into Zubea, 


he 
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he ſend her as a Servant, think not ſo; nor is 

it likely he ſhould, ſince he is fired with the 
Love of her. I have thought fir, O Queen, 
to ſhew thee every Thing which I have learnt 
of him; and this, many in the Middle of the 
Forum of the Trachinians heard as well as J. 
ſo that he may be diſproved. But if I ſpeak 
not pleaſing News, I am not rejoiced at that, 
yet have I ſpoke the Truth. 

Dei. Woe is me a Wretch! What do], 
what private Miſchief do I receive under my 
Roof. Wo is me! But was her Name un- 
known, as that Commander ſwore? Certain- 
ly ſhe is vey beautiful, both in Perſon and 
Diſpoſition. th 

Me. She is deſcended of her Father Eu 
tus, and was called Jole, nor mentioned he 
her Pedigree; for truly he enquired nought 
of it, falſe Man! | 

Cho. Let not all vile Wretches periſh, but 
him, whoſoever he be that exerciſeth himſelf 
in ſecret Frauds. | - 

Dei. What muſt be done, O ye Virgins? 
How I am amazed with theſe Diſcourſes ? 

Cho. Go and enquire of himſelf, who 
will ſoon declare the Truth, if you will ex- 
tort it from him by Violence. 

Dei. I will, for your Diſſent, not from my 

Opinion. 
Cho. And ſhall we ſtay here, or what muſt 
we do? : 
| Dei. 
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Dei. Stay, for the Man, though not called 
by any Meſſenger, but of his own Accord, 
comes out, 


Acr IL. SckxE IV. 


 Lichas, Deianira, Chorus. 


Lich. My Queen, what muſt I fay to Her- 
cules? Tell me, for you ſee me going. 

Dei. Quickly depart from Trachin, unleſs 
thou wilt have me repeat again my Words. 
| Lich. If you would enquire any Thing of 
me, I am here. | 

Dei. Wilt thou ſpeak the Truth without 
Diſguiſe ? | 
Lich. Witneſs great Jove, I will, as far as 
I know. 


Dei. Then who is this Lady whom thou 


| haſt brought? 


Lich. One of Eubza, but I know not of 
whom ſhe deſcended. 
Dei. Look here, you, to whom do you think 


| you are talking ? 


Lich. To what Purpoſe do you thus ex- 


| amine me? 


Dei. Now be of Courage, ſpeak what I | 
aſk you? | 
Lich. Ay, Since it is to Queen Deianira, 


Daughter of Oeneus, Wife of Hercules (unleſs 
my Eyes deceive me) and my Miſtreſs, 
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pretended to bei 
ter of Eurytus? 

Lich. Unto whom? Who will come and 
witneſs to you that he was 

Dei. To many of the 
great Crowds of People heard you. 

Lich. Ay; did they ſay they heard me? But 
it is not the ſame to ſpeak ones Opinion, and 
to tell what is certainly true. 

Dei. What Opinion? Did you not ſwet! 

you brought her as the Concubine of He 


cules? 


The TrRaACuiNiz. 


Dei. That was what I would know of thee 
Doſt thou own I am thy Miſtreſs? 

Lich. And lawfully. 

Dei. What therefore, what Puniſhment do 
you think you deſerve, if you are found un- 
juſt to me? 

Lich. How, unjuſt? What is this 
by your various Queſtions? _ 

Dei. Nothing ; but you mean very much. 

Lich. I go hence, I was a Fool to hear the: 
thus long. 

Dei. You ſhall not, before you tell me i 
ſhort what you are aſked. 

Lich. Speak what you would have, for you 

are not ſparing of Speech. 
Dei. Do you know that Captive whom you 
have brought into the Palace ? 
Lich. I fay Iknow. Why do youaſk? _ 
Dei. Did not you ſay, that ſhe whom you 
gnorant of, is Tole, the Daugh- 


you mean 


and heard me! 
rachinians ; and 
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Lich. I faid fo; by the Gods, tell me, dear 


Madam, who this Stranger is? 

Dei. He who was by, and heard you ſay, 
that for the Love of Toe the whole City was 
laid waſte; and that the Lydian Woman did 
not deſtroy it, but apparently the Love of 
her. | 
Lich, Let this Man be gone, p for to trifle 
with a ſick Patient, is not the Part of a wiſe 
Phyſician. | 

Dei. Do not, by Jove, who thunders on 
the high Foreſt of Oeta, conceal this Matter: 
For you will not ſpeak to an ill Woman, nor 
one who knoweth not the Diſpoſitions of Men, 
that they are not always delighted with their 
on; FA whoſoever ſtrives againſt Love as a 
Champion with his Hands, thinks not wiſely ; 
for he rules the Gods as he pleaſeth, and me, 
and why not another of my Diſpoſition. So 
that if I blame my Huſband for being poſſeſ- 
ſed with this Diſeaſe, I ſhould be mad beyond 
all Cure; or this Lady, who is not to be 


blamed for any Fault, nor for any Harm ſhe 


ever did to me. It ſhall not be ſo, and you, 
if from him you have learnt to lie, . you have 
had an ill Maſter; but if you thus inſtruct 
your ſelf, while you would ſeem good, you 


For to trifle with a ſick Patient.] Lichas ſeems to 
ſpeak this as a proverbial Speech, therefore the Greet 
IS, od, A jealous, or fick Man, not willing to charge 
ber flatly with Jealouſy, though he obſcutely hints it. 
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192 The Trxacuinis. 


will ſhew your ſelf the contrary : Therefore 
tell me all the Truth, for it is a baſe Chara- 


ou think you may act concealed, it cannot 

, for many to whom you have ſpoke it, 
will diſcover to me the Truth. If you fear, 
that is without Reaſon, for not to know might 
grieve me, but in knowing what ſhould grieve 
me? 4 Did not my Huſband Hercules marry 
many more Wives ? And none of them ever 
received of me a reproachful Word: Nor 


ſhall this, tho' ſhe pine never ſo much with 


Love of him; for while I behold I pity her * 


whoſe Beauty hath wrought her Ruin, and Why 
ſhe unwillingly hath wrought the Deſtruction MW yi! 
and Captivity of her Countrey. But I talk to Wc 
the Winds; you I command impoſe your MW: 
Frauds on others, but always ſpeak the Truth pre 
to me. 
Cho. Liſten to her for ſhe ſpeaks right, and bid 
it ſhall gain my Favour ; and Time ,which 
brings all Things to light, will prove you 
blameleſs. 

Lich. Therefore, O lov'd Miſtreſs, fince ! 
perceive you mortal, and underſtand all mor- 


tal Things, and not unwiſe, Iwill tell you all 


the Truth, nor will I conceal 5 As he 
hath ſaid, the violent Love of Jole captivated ( 
Hercules, and for her Sake wretched Oecha- n, 


| hoy 

Did not my Huſband Hercules marry many mort r, 
Wives?) viz, Meda, Auge, Megara, and others. Kin 
3 la i 
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a was deſtroyed by the Sword: And this 
(for I ſhould ſpeak for him) did he neither 
bid me conceal, nor did he ever deny it. But 
| my ſelf, my Queen, fearing leſt I ſhould di- 
ſturb your Mind, have done a Fault, if you 
account it ſo. And now fince you know all, 
eſpect this Woman, both for your own and 
Huſband's Sake, and make good your Words 
which you ſpoke concerning her: For he who 
with a victorious Hand overcomes all other 
Things, 1s quite overcome with Love of her. 

Dei. So far I know my Duty, and not to 
bring upon my ſelf a voluntary Diſtemper, 
by making War againſt the Gods; but we 
will go into the Palace, that you may there 
receive, and bear to him my Commands; and 
thoſe Gifts which we in Return for his ſhall 
prepare, you ſhall likewiſe take; for it is not 
juit you ſhould go away empty, who came 
hither with a great Train. 


Acer I. Scans V. 
S8krRO HE. 


Chorus. 


Cho. Venus hath ever great Power of Victo- 
, for to paſs by the Deeds of the Gods; and 
bow ſhe made her Sport of the Son of Sa- 
urn, T ſhall not mention, or Pluto mighty 
King, or Neptune, the Earth-moving God : 
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But to have her their Bride, ſome armed went 


to the Field before her Marriage, to bloody Bat- 
tles, and unſeen for Clouds of Duſt. 


ANTISTROPHE, 


One was a River's Might in the Shape of 
high horned four footed Bull, Achelciis, * why 

oceeded from Oeniadæ: Another came from 
Thebes, ſacred to Bacchus, bearing a crocke! 
Bow and Arrows, and a Spear, brandiſhing hi; 
Sceptre ; the Son of Jove, who joining, wer: 
to Battle for to marry her. But Venus the God- 
deſs of Marriage, alone being preſent, ruled 
the Fray. 


Epopos. 


Then was there Noiſe of Hands and Bow: 
and of Bulls Horns mixed together, a con- 
fuſed Battle and deadly Blows of meeting 
Foreheads, and loud roaring on every Side 


But the fair tender Maid fat looking on at the 
* Who proceeded from Ocniade.) Oeniadæ was a Cit) 


of Acarnama, through which the River Acheloiis ran. 


s A confufed Battle.) Gr. auPinrnx]o xAInart. The 
Word xaiuet ſignifies, 1. Either the Steps of a Ladcc!, 
or Stairs; or 2. It fignifies a Kind of Weapon, whic! 
the Antients made Uſe of in Fighting: Or 3. The 
Fight it ſelf. As the Scholiaſt witneſſeth, AAL 
ad trarapartis D 1 4 x, dr ah, g ii c 75 P34, 
#51 Ot tides mwnairpuale; y νν,ç . 


reful- 
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refulgent Shore, expecting who ſhould be her 


Lord; but (I as a tender Mother ſpeak) the mi- 
ſerable Bride for whom they contended far 
waiting, and preſently was parted from her 
Mother, as a Calf forſaken of her Dam. 


AcT III. ScENE ]. 


Deianira, Chorus. 


HILE he, my Friends, ſtood 
talking to thoſe captive Girls, 
as upon his Departure; then I 
came out privately, partly to 

tell you what I have invented, and that I may 

condole with you the Miſery which I bear 
for the Maid, (but I ſuppoſe not ſo now, bur 


a Wife); I have received, as a Sailor receives a 


7 
Dei. 7 


Cargoe, unpleaſing Store to me; and we muſt 


both receive him to our Arms: Theſe Gifts 
the faithful Hercules once called, for the long 
keeping his Houſe, hath ſent me. I know 
not how to be angry with him, infected with 
this Diſeaſe. But to live with Tole, what Wo- 
man could endure it, and partake of the ſame 
Bed with her? For I ſee the Vigour of her 
Age increaſes, mine decays; on ſuch gay Ob- 
jects Men love to feed their Eyes, and not on 
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1966 The TRAcAHINIX. 

us: But this I fear, leſt Hercules ſhould * for. 
ſake me, and fix his Affections on her. But 
as I ſaid, it is not the Part of a prudent Wo- 


man to be angry, but what Kind of Remedy 
I have for this Diſeaſe, I ſhall cell you. I 


have a former Gift of an ancient Centaur hid 


in a brazen Cheſt, which while I was young 
I received of Neſſus, juſt expiring by his 
Wounds; who carried Men over the deep Ri- 
ver Evenus for Hire, uſing his Hands inſtead 
of Oars and Sails; and who carried me, (when 
I followed Hercules my Huſband, and my Fa- 
ther's Family was there) bearing me on his 
Shoulders. When he was in the Middle of the 
River, he touched me with his impious Hands, 
and I cried out: Anon the Son of Jove 
turning about with his Hands, ſent forth a 


ſwift Arrow, which rattled through his Throat. 


and Breaſt. The dying Centaur ſaid thus 
much: Daughter of old Oeneus, fince I have 
born you the laſt over this River, you ſhall 
profit by this Paſſage, as you purſue my 
Counſel. If you take the Blood flowing from 


t Forſake me and fix his Affections on her.] I hope J 


| have given here the true Senſe of the Author, though 


I have not literally tranſlated his Words, which is im- 
poſſible: For though the two Words 4-4 and ang 
differ in the Greek and Latin, there are not two different 
Engliſb Words for them. The real Difference is this, 
woes comes from g, and means one who is much 
abſent from his Wife, But on the contrary, avg is ohe 
who is ſeldom abſent. | 
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my Wound, where the Arrows poiſoned with 
the Blood of the Monſter Hydra of Lerna were 
fixed, it will be a Reconciliation of the Love of 
Hercules to you; ſo that he will never love 
any other Woman whom he ſhall ſee, above 
you. When I underſtood this, O my Friends, 
(for it was well preſerved at home after his 
Death) therewith I dipped this Coat, and did 
all which he commanded when alive, and 
this is done; would I had never either learned 
or known ſuch vile Enterprizes, which while 
undertake, I hate. But if we can by Love 
Potions overcome this Maid, and by theſe 
Blandiſhments win Hercules, this Buſineſs is 
well contrived ; if you think I do not workin 


vain, otherwile, I will ceaſe. ' | 


Cho. If thou putteſt any Faith in that Deed, 
ou ſeemeſt not to have ated inconſide- 
ately. 

Dei. This is all the Faith, it ſeems ſo to 
me, but I have not yet made Tryal. | 

Cho. But you ought to know in Fact, nor 
are you ſo ſure of the Effect, unleſs you make 
the Tryal. 

Dei. But we ſhall ſoon know, for I ſee 


him coming out, who will be here, only do 
you conceal this Thing; for if you act an ill 
Deed in Datkneſs you will not fall into Re- 
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AcT III. ScExE II. 


.  Lichas, Deianira, Chorus. 


Lich. Command what I muſt do, for we 
have long waited here. 
Dei. That was my Care, L:chas, while you 


talked with thoſe ſtrange Women within; it is 


that you ſhould bear for me this fine woven 
Garment, a Gift to my Huſband, made by my 
Hands; and give it, deſiring him, that no 
Man elſe beſides himſelf ſhould put it on, nor 
to let the Light of the Sun behold it, nor the 
ſacred Altar, nor domeſtick Fire, e're he ap- 
pearing in Publick, ſhews it before the Gods 
in the Day of ſacrificing; for ſo I vowed, if 
J ſhould ſee or hear him ſafe returned, that 
with that Coat arrayed I would preſent him 
to the Gods, a new Suppliant in a new Gar- 
ment. And bear to him this Token, which 
he will eaſily know, when he caſts his Eyes 
upon the Seal. But be gone, and firſt obſerve 
this Rule, ſince you are a Meſſenger, not to 
deſire to go beyond your Orders; that then 
his Favour added to mine, may doubly de- 
ſcend. upon you. 
Lich. If Mercury's Office rightly I diſ- 
charge, I will not fail in your Buſineſs ; but 1 
will bear this Veſſel, ſealed as it is to him, and 


Dei. 
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Dei. Go therefore; knoweſt thou how 


Things are at home ? 
Lich. I know, and will tell him they are 
well. 
Dei. Thou knoweſt, and haſt ſeen how 
kindly I have received this ſtrange Damſel. 
Lich. So that my Heart is amazed with 
Joy. 
Dei. But what elſe wilt thou ſay? For 
fear leſt thou ſhouldeſt mention my Love 
for him, before I know that I am beloved 


by him. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE. 


Cho. O you who inhabit near the rocky 
warm Baths by the Sea, the Rocks of Oeta, 
and about the Middle of the Bay of Melis, 
and Shore of Diana armed with a golden 
Bow, where there is a Grecian Council held, 
x which takes its Name from Thermopylæ. 


Middle of the Bay of Melis.] The Bay of Melis 


was near Trachinium, otherwiſe called the Magnefian 


Bay, where, near Artemiſium was a Sea Fight between 
the Grecians and the Perſians, Near it was alſo a Tem- 
ple ſacred to Diana: Whence xoveanaxiry dx)av xoggs. 
* Which takes its Name from Thermopylæ.] This 
Council was firſt inſtituted by Amphictyan, the Son of 
Helenys, from whom the Prefidents of it were called 
Ampbictyones, and the Council Amphilyonium Conci- 
lum: But Sophocles calls it here &yogai wvrd rides, from 
1. Ports, or Oreuworvants, WArm Ports ; becauſe the 
Waters of thoſe Streights were warm near which this 
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200 The TRACHIxIX. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


Let the Pipe's ſhrill Note upon this joyful 
Day be heard, whoſe Sound is moſt agrecable 
to the divine Muſes; for the Son of Fove and 
Alcmena comes bringing noble Spoils, the Re- 
Wards of all his Virtue home. 


S TROPHE II. 


He, whom abſent from home whole twelve 
Months we waited for, being on the rough 
Sea, knowing nothing of him. Bur his dear 
miſerable Wife, the wretched Lady, with 
ever ſtreaming Tears afflicted her fad Heart. 
But now raging Mars hath finith'd the Term 
of his Labours. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Let him come, nor let his Ship ſtand till 
e're he arrives at this City, leaving this Iſland 
Habitation, where he is ſaid to Sacrifice; 
whence let him come haſtening all the Day, 
clad with this well beſmeared Coat of Recon- 


Council was held. Agathon ſays, that it was called 
,, from Pylades, the Son of Strophus, who there 
was judged pure after his aſſiſting in the Murther of 
Clytzmneſira ; or, becauſe that Place is the Gate or 
Entrance into Greece. 
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ciliation of his Love to Deianira, as the 
Centaur directed her. 
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Acr IV. ScExNEI. 


Deianira, Chorus. 


y Dear Ladies, how I fear leſt 
what I have done now be 


2 — 
— 


* < 4 ** 
* 3 N 
* 4 > 
4 ”- 
mY . 
. - - : \ 
F "> 


A 


2 Cho. O Queen, what is it? 
Dei. T know not, but I fear leſt preſently 
it ſhould appear I have done ſome harm, in 


| hope of doing good. 


Cho. Doſt thou ſpeak of thoſe Gifts thou 
gaveſt Hercules? | oy 

Dei. Ves: Inſomuch that I would I had 
never gone about to perſuade any to meddle 
with a Thing they know nothing of. 

Cho. Tell me if it may be told: Whence 
proceeds your Fear? 

Dei, Thus it is as I ſhall tell you, Ladies, 
2 wonderful and unlook'd-for Accident hath 
happen'd, for the Wool with which I anoin- 


O dear Ladies.) Here Deianira too late begins to 
repent of that imprudent Act which was the Occaſion 
ol her own and Huſband's Ruin, 
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ted the Garment taken from the white Fleece 
of a Sheep, hath vaniſh'd away, although 
conſumed by nothing but itſelf, and diſſolved 
into a Liquid it flows on the Top of the 
Stones. But that you may know how every 
Thing was done, I ſhall farther enlarge my 
Diſcourſe. I omitted to do none of thoſe 
Things which the Centaur commanded me 
when he languiſhed with Pain, his Side 
pierced © with an invenomed Dart, but ob- 
ſerved all as a written Law preſerved on a bra. 
zen Table; and as it was commanded me that 
I ſhould keep the Medicine, and in a Corner 
untouch'd by the warm Rays of the Sun, un- 
til a proper Time ſhould come when I muſt 


uſe this Ointment, ſo have I done: And when 


I thought it a proper Time to put in Practice 
this Device, I anointed a Coat at home pri- 
vately in my Chamber, and for that Uſe pul. 
led a Fleece from a Sheep of the Flock ; and 
I have laid it aſide folded up, untouched by 
the Rays of the Sun, in a hollow Cheſt, and 
ſent it a Gift for Hercules, as you ſee, But 
going in I faw an unutterable Accident, which 
no Man could ever think; for I happen'd u 
throw away ſome Part of the Wool which | 
had ſtained, in a Place where the Sun's Ray: 


rs With an envenamed Dart.) The Greek Word is 
Aaugu, Of yawxts, Which ſignifies a Point of a Dart, 
but by a Figure the whole is comprehended in the 
part. 


were 
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were fierceſt; but as ſoon as it grew warm it 
flow d about, but how none could diſcern, and 
dries upon the Ground; which to behold was 


like Saw-Duſt when Wood is ſaw'd, as it lay 


on the Ground. From the Ground where it 
lay, there boil'd up frothy Bubbles, as from 
rich Wine in Autumn poured on the Ground, 
from Bacchus's Vine; ſo that I know nor 


what to think, a Wretch, for I ſee I have 


done a horrid At. For why ſhould the dying 
Centaur do me an Act of Kindneſs, for whom 
he dyed ? It cannot be. But defiring to kill 
him who ſhot him, he flatter'd me, and this 
too late I have learnt when that Knowledge 
is of no Uſe. And J alone, a Wretch, unleſs 
my Thoughts deceive me, ſhall be his Mur- 
thereſs, For I remember how with his Darr 
| he wounded Chiron, and whatſoever Animals 

it hits it kills: And why ſhould not the black 
Poyſon mingled with the Blood which ifſued 
from Neſſuss Wound, kill Hercules likewiſe ? 
It ſeems to me but Juſtice, and I am reſolved, 
if any unexpected Misfortune befals him, 
with the ſame Violence I will die likewiſe : 
For to live in Infamy is intolerable to me, 
whoſe Care was ever to be good. 

Cho. It is neceſſary to tremble at cruel 
Deeds, but not to judge beforehand what 
hope we may have from the Event. 

Dei. In wicked Counſels there is no hope 


to give any Encouragement. 
| Cho, 
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Cho. But againſt thoſe who unwillingh 
have offended, Anger is mild; fo ſhould i 
be toward you. Woes 

Dei. One who is Partner in Evil, cannot 
fay ſo, but he to whom no domeſtick Eyi 
ever happen'd. 

Cho. It is proper for you, Madam, to con- 
tinue filent for a while, unleſs you would de- 
clare to your Son all the Story, for he is here, 
who went to ſeek his Father. 


AcT IV. ScrxE ll. 


Hyllus, Deianira, Chorus. 
Hyll. O Mother, how could I wiſh one of 


theſe three Things were true, that you were 
no more, or could be ſafely called the Mo- 
ther of ſome other Son, or were endowed 
with a more honeſt Mind. 

Dei. What have I done, my Son, thus tq 
deſerve thy Hate? | 

Hyl. Know, that thou this Day haſt ſlain 
thy Huſband and my Father. 

Dei. Ah me! my Son, what News is this 
thou bringeſt? 7 

Hyll. Of a Deed that is impoſſible to be 
undone; for what is done, who can undo? 

De: What ſay'ſt thou, my Son? From 
whom didſt thou hear that I ſhould commit 
ſuch a horrid Act? | 
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Hyll. I my ſelf with theſe Eyes beheld my 
Father's ſad Calamity, and heard it from his 
Mouth. 

Dei: Where did you meet with him that 
you know this ? | 

Hyll. If you muſt know, then I muſt tell 
you all: When he departed after deſtroying 
the famous City of Eurytus, bringing with 
him the Spoils and Trophies of Victory, near 
the Shore of Eubæa there is a Promontory 
called Cenzum, where he built up Altars to 
his Father Jove, and conſecrated a green 
Wood; where I with Pleaſure firſt beheld 
him. When he was about to offer his uſual 
Gcrifice, a Herald came from home, Lychas 
his Domeſtick, bearing thy Gift, that fatal 
Garment, which he putting on as you before 


had commanded, flew whole twelve Bulls, 


the firſt Fruits of the Spoils; then after that 
brought all his hundred together, a mingled 
Flock. At firſt the wretched Man with a 
merry Mind rejoiced in his Finery and his 
Garment, and prayed for you; but when the 
Flame of the Ca Victims and groſs Trees 
was kindled, then Sweat dropped from his 
Body, and the Coat ſtuck to his Sides and all 
his Parts, as tho' it were glewed on by an Ar- 
tiicer, Then ſucceeded a convulſive tearing 
of his Bones, then the Poyſon of the bloody 
cruel Viper Hydra fed upon him; then did 
he cal! unhappy Lichas, who was not guilty 


of your Crime, and aſked him by whole vile 
Frauds 
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Frauds he had brought this infected Gar- 
ment. The Wretch ignorant of all, ſaid it 
was your Gift alone and ſent by you. A. 
foon as Hercules heard that, tortured with 
Pain, for he was ſeized with tearing of hi 
vital Members, taking hold of his Foot at the 
Place where it bends, he threw him againſt a 
Rock ſtanding out of the Sea: Then was hi; 
white Brains, together with his Blood, ſcat- 
tered: thro' his Hair; his Head being ſplit 
Then with 4 lamentable Voice the People 
cryed o becauſe Hercules was tortured with 
a Diſe ie, and Lichas ſlain; but none dare t9 
oppoſe him. Now did he rowl along the 
Plain, now rifing, roars and bawls out, ſo 
that the Rocks on every Side, and Locrit 
Mountain-tops and the Promontories of Ei- 
ba echoed his Voice back; but when hi 


Strength was gone, then the miſerable Man 


throwing himſelf againſt the Ground, uttered 


many dreadful Speeches, curſing your unhap- 


py Bed, and his Nuptials with the Daughter 
of Oeneus; whom he choſe the Deſtruction 
of his Life. Then raiſing his diſtorted Eyes 
from his encloſing Smoak, he ſaw me w 

ing amidſt the great Army, and ſeeing me, he 
calls me, O my Son ſaid he, avoid me not in 


Locris Mountain tops.] Locris is a Countrey ad- 
Joining to Phocis, of which Ajax Otleus was King, ac 
cording to Homer : 

Aeg d' wyeuordun Oiny®» Taxv; Alas. 
I my 
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my Calamity, not altho you ſhould die with 


me; but bear me hence, and place me there, 
where no Man ſhall behold me. If thou 
haſt any Compaſſion, ſpeedily bear me out of 
this Country, leſt I dye here. When he had 
thus ſpoke, we placed him in a Ship, and 
with much Labour brought him roaring with 
convulſive Pains, and preſently you will fee 
him, either alive, or newly dead. Mother, 
all this you have contrived againſt my Father, 
for which I pray if it be juſt, may great ju- 
{ice and his avenging Fury puniſh thee ; but ir 
is juſt, for thou haſt made it ſo, who haſt 
lain the beſt of Men that ever your Eyes be- 
held. | 
Cho. Why doſt thou filently go hence? Know 
you not that this Silence ſpeaks you guilty of 
the Charge ? [Exit Deianira. 
Hyl. Let her go, and may the Wind be fair 
for her Departure, that I may never ſee her 
more. Why ſhould ſhe boaſt a Mother's 
Name, who hath done nothing worthy of a 
Mother? But let her go and — 9 and the 
ſame Delight as ſhe gave my Father, may ſhe 
enjoy, _ [Exit Hyllus. 
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Acr IV. ScENE III. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHUE I. 


Chorus. 
Cho. b You ſee, Maidens, how ſoon the divine 


Oracle which was delivered in Dadona's Grove 
is come to paſs on us, by which it was decreed, 
that when the twelfth Year was perfected, 
tlie Son of Jove ſhould find Reſt from Toils, 
All this is inevitably now come to paſs; for 
how ſhould he, who beholds no more the 
Light, being dead, endure more this toilſom 


Bondage ? 
ANTISTROPHE I. 


For if Love neceſſitated Deianira deceitful- 
ly to anoint a Coat for Hercules with the poi- 
Kere Gore of the Centaur, into whoſe Side 
the Arrow ſtuck, poiſoned by Death, and the 
pond Dragon Hydra: How ſhould he even 
ee another Sun, who is conſumed with the 
Poiſon of the terrible Monſter Hydra, and 
the deceitful burning Stings of Neſ/ustorment- 
ing him likewiſe? Wherefore Deranira ſee- 


b You ſee Maidens how ſoon.] Here the Chorus reaſon 
among themſelves, concerning the Oracle deliyered a- 
bout Hercules at Dodona, 


3 ing 
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ing a great and ſpeedy Evil threatning her 
Houſe from this new Marriage, partly being 
ignorant, and partly perſuaded by the Voice of 
another, with pernicious Arts to gain her 
Huſband's Love. Surely ſhe alone laments, 
ſurely ſhe pours forth Floods of Tears, for 
the approaching Fate of Hercules declares that 
another private Evil will ſhortly be commit- 


ted by her. 
ANTISTROPHE II. 


Cho. A Fountain of Tears breaks forth; 
have caught the Infection. Alas! this is ſuch 
an Affliction as never happened to glorious 
Hercules, even from his Enemies, and wor- - 
thy our Pity. O fatal Dart with which he 
| fought, and too ſoon brought a Bride from 

lofty Oechalia, by the Right of War. Yet 
Venus, although filent, was an Aſſiſter, and 
evidently the Cauſe of all. 

Cho. I am deceived, or I hear a general 
Cry ſpread through the Palace. What ſhall 
I ay! Somebody cries with no low Voice 
within, but with a mournful Howl. What 
ſudden Change hath happened in the Palace? 
But obſerve this ancient Woman, who comes 
to tell ſome News, knitting her Brows beyond 
her wonted Cuſtom. 
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Nurſe, Chorus. 


Daughter, how was that Gif 
#3, ſent to Hercules, the Beginning 
of mighty Evils? 
Cho. What new Tale is this 
old Woman, which thou telleſt us ? 

Nur. Deianira is gone the laſt of all he 
Journeys, with Feet unmoved. 

Cho. What is ſhe dead? 

Nur. Thou haſt heard all. 

Cho. Is the miferable Lady dead ? 

Nur. Thou heareſt it again. 

Cho. Miſerable undone Wreth! But in what 
Manner did ſhe dye? 


© Deianira is gone the laſt of all her Journeys.) Bc 
cauſe Death is a Journey which every one muſt tai 
once, and no more. Hor. Lib. Car. I. Od. 28. 


Et calcauda ſemel via lethi. 


In the laſt Act is introduced a Woman who attend 
ed upon Detanira, giving the Chorus an Account 0 
her Death, and being unwilling at firſt to ſtrike then 
with too much Grief, ſays ſhe is gone. Which Word, 


as it bears a twofold Senſe, may be underſtood eithe 


of any one's moving to a Place, or the Soul's departit; 


cout of the Body, the Chorus aſks again, di we# 5; 


gas? Is ſhe dead? 


Nut, 


My 
ng 
his, 


her 
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Nur. In a moſt lamentable Manner. 

Cho. Tell me by what Death ſhe expired? 

Nur. She ſlew her ſelf. 

Cho. What Rage, or what Diſeaſe drove 
her to that deſperate Act? 

Nur. The Point of a fatal Sword flew 
her. 

Cho. How could ſhe contrive thus to add 
one Death to another? 

Nur. By the Wound of a lamentable 
Sword. | 

Cho. And didſt thou, fimple Woman, ſee 
this Miſchief done? 

Nur. I did, for I ſtood by. 

Cho. Who was it? How? Tell me. 
1 She acted it on her ſelf with her own 

and. 

Cho. What ſayeſt thou ? 

Nur, What 1s true. 

Cho Alas! this Bride who is lately come, 
hath brought forth a great Fury for this 
Houſe. 

Nur. Ah too much, bur chiefly if thou 
hadſt been by, and hadſt ſeen what ſhe did, 
ſadly thou wouldſt have mourned. 

Cho. And could any Female Hand bear to 
do this ? 

Nur. Moſt cruel indeed it was; and when 
you hear, you ſhall atteſt che Truth of what 
[lay, When ſhe alone went into the Palace, 
and faw her Son in the Hall, 4 making the 


« Mating the Funeral Bed | Cr. dpi. 
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Funeral Bed, again to meet his Father, ſhe 
hid her ſelf where none ſhould tee her, and 
falling down before the Altars, cried out, 
that ſhe was now forfaken ; and wept as often 
as ſhe touched any of thoſe Inſtruments which 
the miſerable Woman uſed before And rurn- 
ing her ſelf every Way about the Houſe, if 
ſhe ſaw any Favourite of her Family, be- 
holding him, the wretched Woman wept, 
exclaiming againſt her ſad Fortune, crying 
that hereafter ſhe muſt be ever deſtitute of 
Comfort and Child-bearing. But after ſhe ceaſed 
from Weeping, preſently I ſaw her falling upon 
Hercules's Bed. I hiding my ſelf, watched her 
with an undiſcerned Eye; then did I fee her 
on the Marriage Bed of Hercules, ſtrewing 
the Cloaths, and having done this, ſhe leaped 
upon it, fat in the Middle of the Bed, and 
pouring forth warm Floods of Tears, ſhe ſaid: 
O Bed, and my Nuptials, farwell for ever! for 
never hereafter ſhall you receive me lying on 
theſe Cloaths. Having thus ſpoke, with a quick 
Hand ſhe looſed her Garments, where a Gold 
Button covered her Breaſt, uncovered her 
whole Side, and her left Arm. 'Then I ran 
as faſt as I could, and told her Son what ſhe 
was meditating; and whilſt we are running 
here and there, we ſce her wounded through 
the Heart, with a two edged Sword. Her Son 
then wept beholding this, for he underſtood, 
unhappy Youth, that thro' Rage ſhe had done 
this; 2 too late learnt of thoſe 15 * 
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the Houſe, that deceived by the Centaur, 
unwillingly ſhe had committed this Crime. 
Then tlie miſerable Youth diſſolved in Tears, 
roſtrate embraced her, and his Side joined 
with hers, lay lamenting much, that with- 
out Cauſe he had accuſed her of a Crime; 
lamenting likewiſe, that at once he is de- 
prived of both Father and Mother. This is 
our preſent Caſe ; ſo that if any reckons upon 
two or more future Days, he is a Fool: Nor 
ſhould we regard what Accident to Morrow 
will produce, but conſider how we may pro- 


vide for our Safety the preſent Day. 


Chorus. 


Cho, Which Misfortune ſhall I now la- 
ment? Which of theſe fatal Deeds? Alas, it 
is hard for me a Wretch to judge; one is be- 
fore our Eyes, the other we expect: To have, 
and certainly to expect, is equal, 


STROPHE, 


I wiſh ſome favourable Wind would blow 
from home, to bear me from this Palace, leſt 
I die with Fear, ſeeing the brave San of Fove 
alone; For they fay that this great Miracle 
draws near the Palace, overwhelmed with 
Griefs incurable. 


O 3 ANTI 
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AN TISTROPHE. 


He is near, and not far off, as the fhrill 
Nightingale they weep. Here is a Company 
of Strangers coming, and every one helps to 
bear hm as a Friend, and without Noiſe 
walking with ſilent Tread. What can I judge? 


7 That he is aſleep or dead ? 
0 r 21 


——_— hand 6 by 
y.- » 


5 Enter Hercules, born in a Chair, followed 7 
72 by a Company weeping for him, which 0 
74 Hyllus mects. 5 


Hyll. Wo is me a Wretch! Father, Father, W pe 
wo is me! What ſhall I do? What Courſe il fe 
ſhall I rake? Wo is me! pt 

Old Man. Be ſilent, Child, nor move the 8 
ſierce Pains of thy raging Father, for he lies 0 
_ aſleep looking downward: but forbear to bite MW 
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2 Hyll. What fayeſt thou, old Man, is he - an 
1 live? un 
1 Old Man. Raiſe him not from his Sleep, nor Se 
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ſtir him, leſt thou likewiſe raiſe his furious I fe 


raging Diſtemper. ga 

Hyll. O but my fad Heart doth cauſe me m 
endleſ Woe: 
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Her. O Jove, whither ſhall I go? Among 
whom do I lie afflicted with never ceaſing 
Pains. Wo is me a Wretch! Now again the 
Infection rages, alas! Hercules awakes. 
Old Man. Did you not know that it was bet- 
ter to be ſilent, and not ro chaſe ſoft Slumbers 
from his Head and Eyebrows? [To Hyllus. 
Hyll. How could I reſt ſeeing this fad 

Evil? FRY 
Her. O Cenæan Hill, where ſacred Altars 
are placed, what Thanks haſt thou returned 
me now? And for how great Sacrifices? O 
7;ve! what Diſgrace haſt thou brought on 
me? I would I had never ſeen with my Eyes 
ſuch an implacable Rage of Madneſs. Whar 
Enchanter or experienced Phyſician can ap- 
peaſe it, except ove alone ? O that I could 
ſee that Miracle, though never ſo far ap- 
proaching. Let me lie ſtill an unhappy Man 
as I am, let me lie ſtill. Where doſt thou 
touch me! Thou killeſt me! Where wouldſt 
thou thruſt me? Thou haſt raiſed that, which 
otherwiſe had ſlept. My Diſeaſe is diſturbed, 
and again rages. Where are you the moſt 
unjuſt of all the Grec:ans, whoſe Woods and 
Seas I, who ſo often have ſcoured, thus mi- 
ſerably periſh, and none of you will turn a- 
gainſt me Fire, or friendly Sword, and cut off 

my Head to rid me of this hated Life. 
Old Man. O thou who art Son of this Man, 
that is too great a Taſk for my Strength, but 
W 1 | do 
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do thou aſſiſt; thou haſt a nimbler Eye to af. 
fiſt him than me. 

Hyll. I touch him, but neither at home 
nor abroad can I find a Remedy for this Life 
conſuming Diſeaſe, 

Her. O Son, Son, where art thou? Hold 
me here, hold me here, and raiſe me up. 0 
my ſad Fortune, it comes on me again, it 
comes on me, the terrible fierce Diſeaſe 
which deſtroys me. O Pallas, it again tor- 
ments me, pity your Father, draw your 
Sword, which none will blame, and ſtab me 
to the Heart, and heal this Pain which your 
impicus Mother hath inflicted on me; whom 
O that I could ſee lying in the ſame Torment 
which ſhe hath given me. Brother of For, 


dear Pluto, lay me aſleep; and with a ſpeedy 


Death deſtroy an unhappy Man. 
Cho. O my Friends, I tremble to hear of 
the fad Calamities in which ſo great a Man a 
the King is overwhelmed. 
Her. Many great and unutterable Toils my 
Body hath endur'd, and many Exploits I have 
with my Hands perform'd, yet neither Jun 
nor Eury/tbeus ever impos'd on me what the 
3 Daughter of Oeneus hath. For ſhe 
hath bound my Shoulders with a Net ſpun by 
the Furies, by which I die, for it ſticking to 
my Sides, feeds on my Fleſh, ſucks up my 
Spirits, and drinks my corrupted Blood; and 
my whole Body is conſumed and bound in 


with 
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with this abominable Garment. This nei- 
ther the hoſtile Sword, nor the Earth- born 
Hoſt of Giants, nor the Centaur's Power, nor 
Grecian nor Barbarian, nor all the Countries 
I cleared of Monſters, ever before effected. 
But © a weak Woman of no Man-like Diſpo- 
fition ſlew me without a Sword. O my Son, 
be ready to ſhew thy ſelf truly my Son, nor 
honour more thy Mother's Name. Bring her 
out with your own hand, and deliver her to 
me, that I may know whether you more la- 
ment my ſuffering Body, than you will her 
injurious Form, when you ſhall ſee it juſtly 
puniſhed by me. Go my Son, behold, pity 
me who am pitied by many thus weeping as a 
Virgin; and that no Man that ever lives can 
ſay he ſaw me do before, for without mur- 
muring I ever bore my Evils : But now from 
ſuch a one I am all turn'd Woman, and now 
come near and ſtand by thy Father, and be- 
hold what Calamities I endure, and all caus'd 


by this Garment. Look all of you and be- 


e A weak Woman of no, &c.] Gr. ywn 3, OA £20, 
Mr. John ſon in his Notes upon this Paſſage fays, that 
the Word ywy in general ſignifies a Woman of what 
Diſpoſition ſoever, but 55av;, in a ſtricter Senſe means 
a timerous Woman, weak in Body and Mind. This 
he confirms by V. 1083. 


Nov & exroisry FiAvg fvgnut 
From ſuch a brave Man I am quite turned Woman, or am 
emaſculated. 
hold 
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218 The TRACHINIE. 
hold my miſerable Body ; behold a miſerable 


Man how I ſuffer. Now the Convulſions rage, 
they picrce me aſunder; nor doth the conſum- 


ing Diſeaſe leave me free in any Part. O in- 
fernal King receive me; O Thunderbolt of 
Fove, ſtrike me, O ſtrike me down with 
Thunder, Now the Convulfions again devour 
me, now they revive and rage furiouſly. 0 
= Hands, Back, Breaſt and Arms, it is yoy 
who once flew the immenſe, inacceſſible 
Lyon of Nemæa, the Deſtroyer of the Cattle, 
and the Monſter Hydra of Lerna : It is you 
who flew the perniczous mighty Army of Cen- 
taurs, who partook the Natures both of Men 
and Horſes, and the Boar of Erymanthus, and 
brought from Hell f the three headed Dog, 


that reſiſtleſs Monſter begotten of the Viper. 


It is you who flew the Dragon, Keeper of 
the golden Apple in the Borders of L1byo, 
and many other Toils I have endured, nor 
was ever any Power victorious over me, but 
now am I torn and disjoynted, and by a ſe- 
cret Peſtilence am conſum'd : I who am Son 


of the beſt of Mothers, and of celeſtial Foe. 
But be well aſſured of this, that tho' I peri 

and become very nothing, ſhe who is the Au- 
thor of theſe vile Deeds ſhall feel the Severi- 


iy of my Hand. Let her come only, and 


f The thre? headed Dog.) i. e. Cerberus. See our 
Notes upon Ocdipts Colone!s, Act V. Note „. 
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ſhe ſhall be taught by Experience to declare 
to all, that alive or dead I will puniſh the 
wicked. 

Cho, O wretched Greece, in what Grief 
ſhall I fee you overwhelm' d, if you are de- 
prived of this is Man ? 

Hyll. Father, fince you permit me to 
ſpeak, keep Silence and hear me, tho you 
are in Pain, for I will aſk that which it is 
but juſt I ſhould obtain. Liſten to me, nor 
let your Anger thus prevail, for you know 
not what juſt Reaſon you have to rejoice, nor 
why you grieve thus vainly. 

Her. Say what thou wilt, then ceaſe; for I 
being grieved with this Diſeaſe, underſtand 
not perplex d Diſcourſes. ; 

Hyll. J am going to ſpeak concernin my 
Mother, and — 125 A any her Caſe 55 and 
wherein ſhe unwillingly offended. 

Her. Villain, doſt thou again mention thy 
murderous Mother that I ſhould hear thee ? 

Hyll. For ſo the Cale is, that it were unfit 
for me to be ſilent. 

Her. No, becauſe of hes Crime againſt me 
committed. 

Hyll. But preſently you will not ſay ſhe 
hath offended. 

Her. Speak, but beware leſt you ew 


yourſelf an unnatural Son. 


Hyll. Then I will f. My Mother is 
juſt now dead. por 
Her 


KS TE 8 


* 


wore x 


* %* 
0G 


e 


— 


— 


— 
— 


8 


* 


8 n 2 a * % » 4 P-—  - ra wg 
” * * 3 . 2 * 8 ® _ wo , * 4 ® 3 . 
&o RN a *, WY 

4. 3 * * W * * 93 N N urs 3 


i 


— 
T5 


# RE 3 
r 


* 
* 


* - 
* 
* 
© 


* 


2 


Y 


n 


FITS > 


210 The Tracninis. 
Her. By whom ? Thou ſpeakeſt of mon. 


ſtrous Evils. 

Hyll. By her own Hand, and none elſe. 

Her. Wo is me, would ſhe had died by 
mine. 

Hyll. You would change your Mind, did 
you know all. 

Her, Thou haſt now begun to ſay ſome- 
what more wonderful; but ſpeak as thou 
knoweſt. 

Hyll. She did every Thing amiſs, while 
conſcious of no III. 

Her. Conſcious of no Ill, when ſhe hath 
ſlain thy Father? 

Hyll. Thinking to eee your Love to 
herſelf by a Philtre ſhe erred, when ſhe per- 
ceived your other Marriage. 

Her. Who was ſo great a Sorcerer among 
the Trachintans ? 

Hyll. Neſſus the Centaur once perſuaded 
her to ſecure your Love by that Philtre. 

Her. 8 Alas I am undone, nor ſhall hereat- 
ter behold the Light. Wo is me! I ſee my 
ſad Calamities. Go, my Son, thou haſt no 
more a Father, call hither all your Brothers, 
call wretched Alcmena, vainly called Wife 
of Jove, to hear the final Anſwer ol 


8 Alas I am unione.} He breaks out into this Excla- 
mation, remembring the Oracle delivered concerning 
him at Dodona. 
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the Oracle concerning me, which I have 
learn'd. | | 
Hyll. She is not here, but is gone to Ti- 
renthia near the Shore to dwell. Some of 
her Sons ſhe hath taken and keeps with her, 
others inhabit the City of Thebes ; but as ma- 
ny of us as are here, are ready to hear and 
to aſſiſt thee. 
Her. Therefore hear this: Now is it Time 
for thee to ſhew of what Father thou art born, 
ſince thou art mine. It was formerly told me 
by my Father, that I ſhould die by none liv- 
ing, but one who is dead, and an Inhabiter 
among the infernal Shades: Therefore this 
Centaur, as the divine Oracle foretold, tho 


dead, hath ſlain me. But now will I tell 
you new Prophecies like thoſe old Ones which 


I received of my Father's h propheſying Oak, 
and wrote down i when I went into the Fo- 


h Propheſying Oak.) Gr. moavl[auwry devs. The 
Oaks and Beeches of this Grove were according to 
Fiction endowed with human Voice, and a prophetical 
Spirit, for which Reaſon they were called See e 
and waylinas, and moriyamworer deves, i. e. Speaking, or 
propheſying Oaks, This Fiction ſeems to be grounded 
upon a Practice of the Prophets, of placing themſelves 
when they gave Anſwers in one of the Trees; for So- 
phocles ſeems here to allow this Faculty only to one of 
them, and ſo the Oracle was thought to be uttered by 
the Oak, which was only pronounced out of its hollow 
Stock, or from among its Branches. 

' When I went into the Foreſt of the mountainaus Selli, 
who lye on the Ground.) Gr. ganamongy Engr. Others 
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reſt of the mountainous Sell; who lie on the 
Ground. Theſe anſwer' d me, that after ! 
lived to this preſent Time, there would be 
an End of my Toils; and chen I thought! 
ſhould live happy: But that was nothing elſe 
but I muſt die, for the Dead have no Trou- 
ble. Now fince theſe Things are plainly come 
to paſs my Son, you ought to be my Aſſiſtant, 


nor wait until my Anger riſes, but do what is 


your Duty, ſince it is a good Law, that you 
ſhould obey your Father. 


write their Names Hell! without v. They were thoſe. 
Perfons who delivere1 the Oracles at Dodona's Grove. 
Homer gives them the Epithets of «vimJenede; and ja 
para, Whence Strabo concludes they were barbarous 
and uncivilized. Euſtathius tells us they were called 
XAKUKAEY vu (and conſequently y*puanein) becauſe they 
flept upon the Ground in Skins, and in that Poſture 


expected prophetical Dreams from Fupiter. Others 


will have them ſo called, becauſe they did not lye on 
Beds, but on the bare Ground; and that they were 
called av:r]oxreJes, becauſe they never went out of the 
Temple, and therefore had no occaſion to waſh their 
Feet. Others will have thoſe Names to be underſtood 
only in a figurative Senſe thus: Their Bodics indeed 


did lie on the Ground, but their Minds by the Aſ- 


fiſtance of prophetical Philoſophy ſoar'd above theſe 
lower Regions. There are other Reaſons given for 
theſe Titles by the old Scholiaſt on Homer, Il. s. 
p. 1074. Edit. Baſil. Laſtly, others thus, that all the 
Oracles were delivered by Women, and that the Sell: 
were only Inhabitants of the neighbouring Countrey, 
who were employed in the Temple, and publiſhed the 
Oracles to other Men which they received of the Pro- 


pheteſſes. 
Hyll 
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Hyll. © Father, I fear to contend againſt 
that Law; in every Thing therefore I will 
obey thee, 

Her. Then firſt lend me thy Right Hand. 

Hyll. For what End doſt thou fo earneſtly 
defire that Pledge of Faith ? 

Her. Wilt thou not give it me, nor come 
near ? 

Hyll. Here I give it, nor ſhall it be denied 
thee. 

Her. Swear now by Jove, my Father. 

Hyll. What ſhall I ſwear to do, and I will 
do it? 

Her. That you will do what I ſhall fay. 

Hyll. I ſwear therefore by Fove, the Pu- 
niſher of Perjury. 

Her. But if you ſhould be falſe, implore 
Vengeance againſt yourſelf. 

Hyll. I ſhall not ſuffer Vengeance, but 
will do it, yet I implore. 

Her. Knoweſt thou the Top of the high 
Mountain Oeta, ſacred to Jove? | 
Hyll. J know, for there I often ſacrificed. 
Her. Then muſt thou now with thine own 
Hands, with ſome of thy choice Friends, bear 
my Body there; then cutting down much 
Wood, both of the deep rooted Oak, and 
likewiſe the male wild Olive-Tree, raiſe a 
Funeral Pile, and lay my Body on; then 
taking a bright burning Torch of Pitch, ſet it 
on Fire: Let no Lamentation be heard, nor 
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ſhed one Tear; but without both, if truly 
thou art my Son, do this; but if not, I will 


continue for ever to curſe thee among che 


Dead. 


ſaid? What haſt thou bid me do? 

Her. What thou muſt do, otherwiſe thou 
art born of another Father, thou ſhalr not 
be called my Son. 

Hyll. Ah me! Again doſt thou bid me be 
a Parricide and thy Murtherer ? 

Her. Not I, but my only Phyſician and 
Healer of choſe Evils which I ſuffer 

Hyll. But how by burning your Body ſhall 
I heal it? 

Her. If you abhor that Office, do the reſt. 

Hyll. I will not refuſe the bearing of the 
Wood. 

Her. Meaneſt thou to get ready the Pile ? 

Hyll. As far as I am able, ſo I touch not 
your Body with my Hands to burn it; every 
Thing elſe I will do, you ſhall not want my 
Aſſiſtance. 

Her. This will be enough, add this ſmall 
Kindneſs to other n ones thou haſt done 
me. 

Hyll. Though it be great, yet it ſhall be 


done. 


Her. Knoweſt thou the Virgin Daughter 


of Eurytus. 


Hyll. Thou meaneſt Tole, as I ſuppoſe. 
Her. 


Hyll. Wo is me, F ather, what haſt thou | 
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Her. Thou art right, this I deſire of thee, 
my Son, when I am dead, if thou wilt act 
piouſly, remembring the Oath by which 
thou art bound to me, make her thy Wife: 
Do not oppoſe thy Father, nor let any other 
Man beſide you take her who lay by my 
Side, but take her to thy own Bed. Obey 
me, for fince thou haſt obeyed me 1n great 
Matters, if thou diſobeyeſt me in ſmall, thou 
forfeiteſt all thy former Thanks thereby. 

Hyll. Ah me! It is baſe to be angry with 
a fick Man, but who can bear to ſee one 
thus diſpoſed ? 

Her. Say'ſt thou fo, that thou wilt do 
nought which J command thee ? 

Hyll. Who could endure her, who alone 
was the Cauſe ot my Mother's Death, and 
of your Difeaſe ? Who, I fay, could endure 
this but one who is perſecuted by the Fu- 
ries? It is better for me to die, than to co- 
habit with my worſt of Foes, 

Her. This Man, I think, reſpects not his 
dying Father, but the Curſe of the Gods 
waits on thee for diſobeying thy Father's 
Commands. 

Hy!l. Ah me! thou ſeemeſt to talk as thy 
Diſtemper dictates. | 

Her. Doſt thou again awake my ceaſing 
Pains ? 

Hyll. Ah me! how many Doubts diſtract 
my Soul ? 

Vo. II. P Her. 


5 226 The TRACHIxXI. 
4 Her. Doſt thou not think it is juſt to obey ; 
4 thy Father ? | p 
. Hyll. But, Father, ſhall I learn to be im- | 
+ pious ? ny 
. Her. It is no Impiety to gratify my | 
Mind. | 
Hyll. But doſt thou command Things | 
altogether juſt? | | 
Her, JI do, I call the Gods as my Wit- | 
neſſes. 


Hyll. Therefore I will do them, nor will 
diſobey, and proteſt before the Gods that this 
is your Work; for I can never ſeem wicked, 
while I obey thee, my Father. 
Her. Thou haſt well concluded, and add 
this ſpeedy Favour to thy former, before my 
Fury and Convulſions tear me; place me up- 
on the Pile, go haſten and bear me thither: 
This is my final Reſt from Sorrows. 
Hyll. Nothing hinders but I may do this, 
ſince thou commandeſt and forceſt me. 
Her. Go now before my Diſeaſe is again 
awaked. O hard Heart! Ceaſe thy Clamour 
as though ſhut up with Steel: For even a 
moſt ungrateful Thing is acceptable. 
They bear Hercules to the Pil. 
Hyll. Support him, my Companions, and here- 
in give me Pardon, knowing in theſe preſent 
Calamities, how I am unpitied of the Gods; 
who, having begot me and been called my Fa- 


thers, overlook theſe Sufferings. What is to 
come 
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come none can foreſee, the preſent Misfor- 
tunes are lamentable, to others ſad, but moſt 
intolerable to him who bears the Loſs, 

Cho Thou Maid, go not from home, {The 
Chorus to each other.) who haſt ſeen the Fu- 
nerals of great Men, and all the Calamities 
which of late we have born: And there is 
none of them which Jeve was not the 
Cauſe of, pes 
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Diramatis Perſonæ. 


Uly 2 


A Merchant. 


Neoptolemus. 
Philofetes. 


Chorus of old Men who accompanied Necp- 
tolemus in his Ship. 


Hercules. 


SCENE, The Iſland of Lemnos near the 
Cave of Philofetes; where are many 
craggy Rocks, Precipices, and Promonto- 
ries near the Sea. 


PHILOCTEERS 


FFF 


The ARGUMENT. 


B22 HilocTteTEes having diſcovered 
5 P & the Altar of Hercules in the Iſland 
Chryſa, was flung in the Foot by a 
Serpent which guarded it, when he 
would approach too near it. This biting cau- 
ſed a deſperate Ulcer to ariſe in his Foot, for 
the Anguiſh of which he could reſt neither Day 
nor Night, but diſturbed the Grecian Army 
with his perpetual Cries. Wherefore he was by 
Ulyſſes and Diomedes expoſed on the land of 
Lemnos, where he continued ten Years forlorn 
and comfortleſs, When the ten Years were near 
1 expired, 
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expired, one Helenus was taken from Troy by 
the Fraud of Ulyſſes ; who declared to the Gre- 
cians, that —.— to the Prophecy- 
chas) it᷑ was im l. that Troy ſhould be ta- 
ken without ny Arrows of Hercules, which 
were in the Poſſeſſion of Philoctetes, and the 
Aſſitance of Neoptolemus, Son of Achilles, 
Neoptolemus and Ulyſſes went therefore to 
Lemnos to bring him from thence back to the 
Camp at Troy : But when neither the Frauds 
of the latter, nor the Perſuaſions of the former 
could prevail upon him to return, Hercules 1s 


Suppaſed to deſcend from Heaven, and command 
Him to go with them, who tells him the two Ad- 


vantages he would gain thereby : Namely , the 
Reputation of Conqueror of Troy, and to be 
healed of kis old Sore. Whereupon, after bid- 
ding adieu to his old Place of Habitation, he 
goes with them. 

We have in the Perſon of Philoctetes, a Re- 
preſentation of the Mijeries of Man; and the 
Moral deducible is, that we ought to bean with 
Patience our li gbrer Aflictions, when we ſee a 


miſerable Prince, tho guilty of no Crime, ſu of- 
fer the worſt of Ila. 5 


AcT 


Prophecy-of Cal. 


Uh 
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f Tf > ** 


Ker . See 


Neoptole mus, Ulyſſes. 


— Necptolemus, Son of Achilles, 
che braveſt Grecian that ever 
| fought at Tray, this is the 
Shore of Sea-incompals'd Lem- 
15, by Men untrodden and uninhabited: 
Where by the Order of the Grecian Com- 
manders I expos'd Phulottetes the Melian, Son 
of Pæan. The Reaſon why they gave me 
that Command was this : His Feer were 
waſted away by a conſuming Sore, this made 
him cry and bawl, and with dire Impreca- 
tions ſo to fall the Camp perpetually, that we 


a This is the Shore.] The Prologue of this Tragedy 
is ſpoken by Ulyſſes as in Euripides, only herein they 
differ, that as Sophocles joins Neeptolemus with him, 
Euripides lays all on Ulyſſes. 

The Prologue of the ancient Tragedy is that Part 
of it which precedes the Entrance of the Chorus, and 
makes a true Part of the Tragedy. Not as it is in our 
modern Tragedies, where the Prologue is only to ex- 
plain o the Audience what concerns the Subject of 
ine Poem, which is therefore entire without it. 
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could neither pour out Libations, nor offer 
Sacrifices in Quietneſs for him. But why 
ſhould I at preſent talk of that? This Jun- 
cture admits of no tedious Diſcourſes, leſt he þ 
ſhould learn that I am come, and 0 I ruin 
the whole Plot by which I think to take him 
I have another Taſk demands thy Aid: Firi MW « 
look if thou can'ſt find the Rock I thus de- 
ſcribe. It hath two Doors which in the Cold 
receive the Rays, both of the riſing and the 
ſetting Sun; and in the Summer the gentle 
Gale which blows in at the Cave, on both 
Sides open, provokes ſoft Sleep. A little be- 
low on the Left Hand you may fee a Foun- 
tain Stream, if it be there ſtill, Go and fi- 
lently ſignify to me whether he continues in 
the ſame Place, or if he hath movd hs 
Quarters, that you may hear what I have ele 
to ſay. Thus we'll aſſiſt each other. 
Neop. The Taſk, Ulyſſes, which you im- 
poſe is not hard; for methinks I ſee the Den 
you mentioned. 
Uly/. Above or below ? For I underſtand 
you! not. 
Neop. Above, nor is there Track of Foot. 
| Uly/. But ſee, if he be not laid aſleep. 
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15 N cop, I fee a Habitation forſaken of it 
by Dwellers. _ 

75 . Uly/. Nor is there within any domeſtic 
175 Nep. Bruiſed Leaves, as if ſome lay there. 
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PHILOCTETES. 235 
Ulyſ. Are other Places empty ? Is there 
nothing elſe? 
Neop. A wooden Pot, the Work of ſonie 
bad Workman, and a Fire Pot likewiſe. 


Uly/. You mention all his Treafure. 
Neop. Alas! And here are Rags dry'd, ful 


of Filth and Matter. 


Uly. Certainly the Man inhabirs here, nor 
is he far off, for how ſhould a Man diftern- 
per'd in his Feet with an old Sore, go far? 
He 1s gone to the Way from the Paſtutes, 
or hath found out ſome wholeſome Herb; 
ſend this Servant to leſt he ſhould come 
upon me privately, 4 he would rather take 
= "_ all the Grectans. 

op. He is gone and will watch his Way. 
ram ent out.) But thou, if thou wouldft 
any Thing, now ſay it. 

050 In this Buſineſs thou art come 4 
bout, thou muſt not only be ſtout in Body, 
but in Mind; if thou heareſt any ſtrange 
Thing which chou never didſt hear before, 
be by to aſſiſt me. 

Neop. What therefore doſt thou com- 
mand? 

/ You muſt deceive Philoetes witli 
Words, when he fhall aſk you who, and 
whence you are. You muſt ate the 


Son of Achilles, that muſt not be concealed : 
Feign that you are failing home, leaving the 
Grecian Fleet, hating them with moſt bitter 
E who _ they had beſeeched = 
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with many Intreaties to come from home, 
when they could not by other Means take 
Troy, gave not the Armour of Achilles to you, 
when you came and juſtly demanded them; 
but gave them to Ulyſſes, ſaying the worſt of 
III you can imagine againſt me; you will not 
thereby grieve me, but if you do it not, you 
will grieve all the Grecians; for unleſs his 
Darts are taken, it will be impoſſible to take 


Troy. Underſtand therefore how you may ea- 


ſily have free Converſation with him, but ! 
cannot. Thou haſt failed hither bound by 
Oath to none, nor through Neceſſity; nor in 
the Beginning of the War waſt thou a Com- 
panion: But nought of this can I deny, ſo 
that if he, poſſeſſing the Darts, ſhall perceive 
me, I periſh, and ſhall likewiſe kill you. This 


therefore muſt be contrived, to ſteal thoſe 


Arms you cannot overcome. I know that 


and fay all your ſelf, yet were it a pleaſant 
Thing to obtain the Victory. Be bold, at an- 
other Time we will be juſt; but now give 
your ſelf up to me, and for a ſhort Time be 


impudent, and afterwards the moſt religious 


of all Men. yl, 
Neop. O Son of Laertes, thoſe Things I 


hear with Grief, I hate to act. I can do 


I can do nothing bybaſe.] Sophotles in this Piece 
gives Neoptolemus Manners ſomething like thoſe of his 
Father ; for he ſuppoſeth him a Perſon braye, and ha- 


3 nothing 
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nothing by baſe Arts, nor could he who begat 
me; but I am prepared to compel him by Force, 
and not by Fraud: For with one Foot he will 
never overcome us by Force, being ſo many. 
Since I am ſent as an Aſſiſter, I would not be 
called a Traytor; for I had rather miſcarry in 
my Enterprize while I do well, than baſelyto 
overcome. | | 

L/ Thou Son of a noble Father, when I 
was a Youth my ſelf, I had a flow Tongue, 
but a couragious Hand; but now by Experi- 
ence I find, it is the Tongue, not the Hands, 
which governs all Things. 

Necp. What elſe doſt thou command me, 
beſides lying? 
 Uly/. I fay that you mult take Philoctetes by 
Craft. "SS is 
Neop. But why rather by Craft, than by 
Perſuaſion ? 

Uly/. He will not ſubmit, nor can you take 
him by Force. 
Neop. Hath he this prodigious Strength? 

Uly/. He hath inevitable mortal Darrts. 
Neep, Nor is it ſafe to come near him? 
Uty/. No, unleſs you take him by Fraud, 
as I fay. | 88 
Neop. But thinkeſt thou it is not a vile 
Thing to lie? | 


ing fraudulent Contriyances; one who would not do 

4 baſe Thing, though he ſhould gain by it: For he puts 

m his Mouth the Wards of Achilles, 
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Uly/. No, when to lie is the ſafeſt Way. 
Wich what Face dare any one ſay 


is? 
L/. < When you do any Thing for your 
Profit, you ought not to be afraid.” N 


Necp. But what Profit is it for me, that he 
ſhould come ta Troy? 2155 
Uly/. His Arrows alone will take Troy. 


NMecp. Did you not ſay that I ſhould take 


it? | 
L/. Not yau without them, or they with- 


out you. 


Neop. They muſt therefore be taken, fin 
jt is ſo? 
Uly/. If you do it, you will have two Re- 


wards. 
Neop. Which are they? If I know them, 


I ſhall not refuſe to do it. 


Lx You will be called both wiſe and 
brave. N 7 
Neop. Go, I will do it, laying aſide all Mo- 


deſty. 
Ulyſ. Doſt thou remember therefore what 
Counſel I gave thee? 33 
Neop. Be aſſured of it, ſince once I have ap: 
proved of it. 1 


© IWhen you do any Thing for your Profit you ought 


not.] But thoſe of Ulyſſes on the contrary are fraudu- 


lent and feli-ended, and ſhew he would ſtick at no- 
thing for his Advantage; yea, he plainly declares it. 
For he ſays, zr Jpg is af u du gin. | 


L 


— 
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U Therefore do thou ſtay here to wait 


for him; but I will go hence, leſt J ſhould be 
ſeen, and will ſend again the Spy to the Ship; 
and if I think you delay too long, I will ſen 

him back again in the Diſguiſe of a Sailor, 
changing his Habit, as if he met with you by 
Ignorance, whom you ſhall obſerve ſpeaking 
myſtically, whatſoever he ſays for your Ad- 
vantage. I go therefore to my Ship, leaving 
theſe Inſtructions with you; d and may Mer- 
cury that ſubtil Commander conduct us, and 
victorious Pallas, Guardian of the City, which 
always defends me. 


Acr I. ScENE II. 
STROPHE I. 


Chorus, Neoptolemus. 


What ſhould I a Stranger do in a ſtrange 
Land? Shall I be private? Or what fhall 1 
ſpeak before the Man, when he ſuſpects us? 
Tell me? For e his Counſel exceeds all other 


d May Mercury that ſubtil Commander.) See the 
Notes on Electra. 

His Counſel exceeds all ather Counſels and Opinions, 
by whom the divine Sceptre.) So in the Oedipus Ty- 


rannus. 


nere, * riet, x rin rixyns. 
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Counſels and Opinions, by whom the divine 


Sceptre of ove is ſwayed. To thee, O Son, 


the antient Power belongs; then tell me where- 
in I ſhould aſliſt thee? we 
Neop. Now would you ſee the utmoſt 
Bounds of the Place, where he inhabits, look 
boldly. And when this terrible Traveller 
comes, from his Covert thou ſtill approach. 
ing to my Hand, endeavour to aſſiſt in the 
preſent Affair. 


ANTISTROPHE I. 


Cho. Thou telleſt me, my Lord, what I 
thought before, to obſerve the Motions of 
your Eyes, and to watch your Occaſions which 
demand my Help. Now tell me his uſual 
Haunts, the Places of his Abode; it is fit I 
know them, leſt I ſhould not know him when 
he comes. What Place doth he inhabit? 
Where is his Seat, and what Way docs he pals 
out or in? 

Meß. You ſee this Dome, and the double 
Doors, and rocky Bed. 

Cho. Where is the Wretch himſelf ab- 
ſent? 

Neop. To ſeek for Food he ſomewhere 
walks, this Way, hard by. The Report is, that 
this is his wretched Mannner of Life, to ſhoat 


with ſwift Arrows, and not to ſeek nay. Re- 


medy for his Diſeaſe. 
STR 


OO 2 — om, 
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STROPHE I. 


Cho, I pity him that he hath none to take 
Care of him, nor any Relation to regard 
him; but the Wretch, ever alone, endures a 
cruel Diſeaſe, and is in Sorrow in every Time 
of Need. How alas! how doth the Wretch 
endure himſelf? O the Toils of Mortals! O 
miſerable Race of Men! who in their Fortunes 
enjoy no middle State. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 

This Man, perhaps -in Birth, ſecond to 
none, the 1 of all Men in his 
Life, lies alone apart from all others, with 
the ſpotted and hairy Beaſts, afflicted with 
Pains and Hunger, oppreſſed with moſt into- 
lerable Cares; and the mournful Echo with 
open Mouth, reſounding far off, repeats his 
ad Complaints. 

New: Nothing of this ſeems wonderful to 
me; for if I underſtand ought, theſe Afflicti- 
ons are ſent by a divine Hand; by f Means of 


f By Means of cruel Chryſe.] Chry/e was a City near 
Lemnos, where Philotetes was bit by the Serpent in his 
Foot, while he was looking for the Altar on which 
Hercules facrificed, when he went to fight againſt Troy. 
But there was likewiſe a Nymph of that Name, who 
Ning in Love with PhiloFetes, becauſe he flight- 
tl her, ſhe prayed theſe Evils might befall him; and 
lerefore the Poet calls her Cru-1. 


+ Q cruel 
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cruel Chryſe: And now that he ſuffers without 
Friends, it is not without the Providence of 
the Gods, that he ſhould no ſooner caſt his 
invincible Arrows againſt Troy; then that 
Time- comes wherein it was foretold, that it 
muſt be overcome by them. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE. 


| ; 
b Cho. Be filent, Child. P 
72 Neop. What is that? 

5 Cho. Methinks I hear the Voice of an af. 

4 flicted Man. 

Wh Neop. Which Way? This Way or that? Wl tt 
25 The Voice of one ſalutes my Ears, which I ki 
9 though it ſounds from far, I can diſcern it is Im 
54 the Voice of Sorrow. bl 
4 th 
1 ANTISTROPHE, al 
2 ar 
5 Cho. But take my Son. nc 
5 Neop. What ? yo 


Cho. New Cares, for the Man is not far di- 
ſtant, but hard by, nor delighted with Voice I ar 
of Pipe as a Country Shepherd; but either he 
having ſtruck againſt ſomething, roars out ſh 
with a loud. Voice; or ſeeing our Entrance T. 
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Act II. SceENE I. 


Phi hetes, Chorus, N coptolemus. 


J. Strangers! who are you, who 
so @ have put in at this Land, nei- 
Pe ther tic for your Reception, 
nor inhabited? Of what Na- 
tion or Kindred ſhall I call you? For I fee a 
kind of Grecian Habit which I moſt of all ad- 
mire; I defire to hear your Voice: Nor trem- 
bling with Fear, ſtand amazed beholding me 
thus fierce, but pity me a Wretch, who am 
alone forſaken and friendleſs. Speak, if you 
are come as Friends, and anſwer me; for it is 
not fit that I ſhould fail of that Kindneſs from 
you, or you from me. 

Neop. Firſt then, Stranger, know that we 
are Grecians; it is that thou deſireſt to know. 

Phil. O moſt loved Voice: Ah! that I 
ſhould hear a Grecian's Voice, after ſo long 
Time. Who brought thee hither, Son? What 
Neceſſity? What Violence forced you hither ? 
Or what moſt friendly of all the Winds? Tell 
me plainly the whole Matter, that I may 


mow who you are. 


Q 2 _ Nop. 
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 Neop. I am of the Land of Scyros, and am 
failing home. I am called Neqptolemus the 
Son of Achilles, Now thou knowelt all. 

Phil. O Son of a Father moſt beloved' by 
me, darling of Lycomedes; with what Fleet 
didſt thou fail into this Land? And whence 
art thou come? 

Neop. I have failed with my Fleet from 
Thum. | | 

Phil. How ? Thou didſt not fail with us to 
Lium in the Beginning of the War. 

Neop. And did you partake in that Service? 

. Phil, O Son! knoweſt thou not whom thou 


ſeeſt? 
_ Neogp. How ſhould I know him whom J 
never ſaw before? | 

Phil. Didſt thou never hear my Name, or 
the Fame of my Sufferings, with which I have 
been oppreſſed? 

Neop. I know none of them. 

Phil. Oh me, a Wretch! - deteſted of the 
Gods! of whom, tho' ſuffering thus, no Re- 
port ever reached home, nor Greece; they 
who impiouſly baniſhed me, deride me ſi- 
lently, but this my Diſtemper ſtill increaſes, 
O Son! born of Achilles, TI am he who pro- 
bably thou haſt heard, am Maſter of the Darts 
of Hercules: Plilofetes the Son of Pan, 
whom the two Atride baſely expoſed, to periſh 
by the cruel Wound of a Viper. And when 
they had expoſed me here, in their Voyage I ag 
hicher from Chry/e, when gladly they ſaw - Y 
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aſleep upon a Rock, tired with failing, they 


then went away and left me; and, as to a poor 
Wretch, they gave me a few Rags, and a lit- 
tle Food, ſuch as they had. But how do you 
think I awaked from my Sleep when they 
were gone, and how deplored my Sufferings, 
when] ſaw that my Ships were failed away, that 
I had no Neighbour, and none was preſent to 
aſſiſt me, labouring under this Diſtemper? Con- 
ſidering all Things, I found no Relief was near, 
but I muſt lie in Pain, and I had Opportunity e- 
1 for that. My Time paſſed on, and I 
mult ſeek for my ſelf ſome Nouriſhment in 


this mean Habitation, and that my Bow found 


out by ſhooting of fleet Doves; and whatſo- 
ever elſe my Arrow ſhot, I crawled along to 
ſeize it: Moreover, if I wanted Drink, or to 
break Wood in the froſty Winter, that I 
crawled out and did. Then there mae 
Fire; ſo knocking the Stones together, V 

Difficulty I produced the Fire which lay con- 
cealed in them, which preſerves me: A Ha- 
bitation therefore with Fire, furniſhes all 
Things beſides Health. Now learn concern- 
ing this Iſland. No Sailor willingly puts in- 
to it, for there is no Harbour here, nor any 
Gain to be had by Trading; nor is any En- 
tertainment here; therefore no ſkilful Sailors 
ſteer their Courſe this Way. Perhaps ſome 
2gainſt his Will might put in here, for many 
ſuch Things happen in long Time. They 
comfort me with their Speeches when they 


3 come, 
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come, and, out of Pity, give me ſome Food 
and Cloathing ; but none will bring me home 
when I make that Requeſt, but miſerably] 
riſh for theſe ten Yours with Hunger and 
Sorrows, feeding a devouring Diſtemper. 

And all this I have ſuffered from the Ari 
dæ and Ulyſſes, to whom may the celeſtial God; 
repay condign Puniſhment. 

Cho. I pity you, as well as other Stranger: 
who come hither. 

Neop. I can atteſt the Truth of thy Words, 
for I know by Experience that they are wick- 
ed Men, and that Ulyſſes is violent. 

Phil. And haſt thou an Accuſation againſt 
the vile Atride, that thy Sufferings have thus 
enraged thee? 

Neop. O that my Hands had Power toſhew 
my Reſentments againſt them, that Mycena 
and Sparta might know Scyres brings forth 
brave Men. 

Phil. Therefore thus inraged art thou come 
to accuſe them. 

 Neop. I will tell, but ſcarce can I tell, how 
have been injured by them: For after Fate 
had decreed that Achi/les ſhould die --- 

Phil. Alas! fay no more, e re firſt I learn 
if Achilles be dead. 

Neop. He died by no Man, but by the Ar- 
rows of the God Apollo, as they ſay. 

Phil. He was glorious both in Life and 
Death; I doubt whether I ſhall firſt talk of 
your Sufferings, or deplore him, 
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Neop. I believe thou haſt Sufferings en 
of phe ot to lament, without thoſe of hy 
Friends, | 

Phil. Right, therefore tell me that Deed, 
wherein they have injured thee, 

Neop. Uſes and Phenix came to me at- 
tended with a numerous Fleet, ſaying (whe- 
ther it was true or falſe) that it was not poſſi- 
ble, fince my Father was dead, Troy could be 
taken without me. When they had ſaid this, 
they ſuffered me not to tarry long, e're I ſail- 
ed away ſpeedily ; and I was ready to comply 
with their Deſire for this Reaſon, chiefly, the 


Longing I had to ſee my dead Father, for I had. 


not ſeen him living; beſides, it were a glorious. 


Act, could I take Troy. After I had failed two 
Days, and with a proſperous Voyage arrived at 
2 ſad Szgeum, the whole Army ſtanding round 


ſaluted me, and ſwore that Achilles, although 


dead, yet lived in me, He lay dead, but after 
unhappy I had lamented him a little while, 
going to the Atride, as it was fit I ſhould, I 
demanded the Armour of my Father, and all 


Things beſides which belonged to him, but 


they returned me a moſt miſerable Anſwer: Son 


of Achilles, whatever elſe belonged to thy Fa- 


ther thou mayeſt take; but another Man, the 


Son of Laertes, hath his Armour. Then I 
weeping, riſe up, incenſed with diſmal Wrath, 


and grieving fay: O hated Wretches, dare - 


Sad Sigeum.] He calls it ſad Sigeum, becauſe it 
was the Place where his Father met his Fate, 
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you give my Armour to any elſe beſides me, 
without my Leave? But Ulyſſes (for he was 
near) replied, - They adjudged them to me, 
h for I preſerved both them and him. I pre- 
ſently enraged againſt them, wiſhed the ſad- 
deft Evils might befall them, leaving nought 
unſald, if he robbed me of my Armour. But 
he coming to me, though not in Anger, yet 


pricked with what he had heard, anſwered: 


Thou waſt not with us, but waſt abſent where 
thou ſhouldſt not have been; and ſince thus 
boldly thou ſayeſt all this, thou ſhalt never 
carry them with thee to Scyres. 

When I heard all this, I was vexed at the 
Reproaches, and failed home, deprived of 


my own by impious Ulyſſes, Nor do I accuſe 
him as I do the Chiefs, for the whole City 


and Army belongs to Governors, and Delin- 
quents, and are made wicked by their Exam- 
ples. I have ſaid all. But he who hates the 
Atridæ, is beloved both by the Gods and me. 


ANTISTROPHICA STROPHE. 


Cho. i Mountainous Rhea, Earth, Mother 


*r preſerved both them and him.) It was ſaid 
that Ulyſſes took the Body of Achilles, and his Armour, 
after he was ſlain, away from the Trojans. And Ovid 
brings him in boaſting. | | 

His humeris ego Corpus Achillis, &c. 
i Mountainous Rhea.] Rhea is the fame with the 
Earth, who, becauſe her facred Rites are performed in 
the Mountains, is therefore called igisiga, Or cen. 
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of Jouve, who nouriſheſt all Things, who 
governeſt k great Pactolus which ſlides on 
golden Sands, thee, venerable Mother, I invoke 
to revenge the Injuries Neoptolemus hath ſuf- 
fered from the Atride; fince from the Atride 
all his Afflictions proceeded, when they gave 
away his Father's Armour. O happy God- 
deſs, whoſe Chariot is drawn by Lyons, ſu- 
pream Deity. | 5 . 

Phil. You have ſail'd hither, Friends, with 
a certain Token of your Sorrow, and agree 
with me in acknowledging, that all theſe 
Things come from the Atridæ, and from 
Ulyſſes; for I know him to have a Tongue 
expert in uttering all deceitful Counſels and 
Frauds, whereby he never deſigns to do Ju- 
ſtice: Wherefore that is no Wonder to me, 
But I wonder that Ajax the Elder, (if he were 
by) ſhould ſuffer that. | 

Neop. He is no more: For had he liv'd 1 
had not been deprived of them. = 


mountainous Goddeſs. Homer calls her &{J#2©-. She 
had ſeveral other Names, as Ops, Cybele, Dindymene, 
Bericynthia, Veſta, &c. She was worſhipped by the 
Phrygians. The Chorus here invocates her to revenge 
the Injury which Neoptolemus received of Agamemnon, 
and his evil Counſellors, in depriving him of his Fa- 
ther's Armour, | 

k Great Pactolus, which ſlides on golden Sands.) Pac- 
tolus is a River of Lydia, which with the Force of its 
Streams brings down golden Sands from the Mountain 
Tmolus, from whence it flows. Whence nalen, 
tvxeveor. By the Sands of this River Cræſus was faid to 
have enrich'd himſelf, | 


i | Phil, 
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Phil. What ſay'ſt thou, is he dead? 

Neep. No more he ſees the Light. 

Phil. Ah me! Nor the Son of Tydens, 
nor Ulyſſes fold by S:/yphus to Laertes are 
dead: For it is not fit that they ſhould live. 

Neop. No, but they flouriſh greatly in the 
Axrgian Army. 

Phil. How does my good old Friend, 
Neſtor King of Pylas? For he forbid their 
wicked Arts and gave good Counſel. 

Neop. He is now unhappy, for Antilochus 
his Son 1s dead. 

Phil. Wo is me, thou haſt told me two 
Misfortunes, that they are dead whom I a- 
bove all wiſhed to have lived; alas what ſhall 
I now think fince they are dead, but Uly/fes 
lives, whom it was fitter ſhould have died for 
them. | 

Neep. Ulyſſes is a prudent Warrior, but 
wiſe Count are often overcome. 

Phil. Speak: Tell me, by the Gods, where 
was Patroclus then, who was your Father's 
molt beloved Friend? | 

Negp. And he is dead: For, as in ſhort I: 
ſhall inform thee, unleſs it be by Chance, the 
War deſtroys no wicked Man, but always the 
good. 

Phil. J agree with thee, therefore I will 
enquire of that unworthy Man, but prudent 
and grave in Speech; how is it with him? 


Neop. 


PHILOCTETES.  251I 


Neop. Who is he but Ces of whom thou 
ſpeakeſt? 
Phil. 1 fay not him, but there was one 
| Therfites, who often uſed to ſpeak when 
none endured to hear him: Knoweſt thou if 
he ſtill lives? 


Neop. I have not ſeen him, but king heard 


he is {till alive. 

Phil. So it was to be, ſince nothing that is 
III is gone. Ill Things the Gods take Care 
of: But if there be ought that is ſubtle and 
fraudulent, that they gladly preſerve from 
Death ; but whatſoever Things are juſt and 
good, thoſe they always deliver to her. What 
can we judge in theſe Things, or how com- 
mend the Deeds of the Gods, mn ſince we find 
them bad ? 

Neop. Wherefore d Son of an Oetæan 
Father, I for the future looking at a Di- 
ſtance, will avoid both [hum and the A 
tride, for among whom a bad Man can do 


| Therſites, wh» often u/ed.] He was flain by Achil- 
let at the ſame Time when he ſlew Penthefilea, Queen 
of the Amazons : For after Achilles had ſlain her, Ther- 
ſites ſtruck her in the Eye with his Spear, for which 
Achilles was ſo enrag'd that he beat out his Brains with 
his Fiſt. 
m Since we find them bad.] It is no great Wonder 
they ſhould charge their Gods with Evil, fince they 
were fo fimiliarly converſant among them, even as to 
be preſent in their Battles, and even direct thoſe Ar- 
rows which were caſt by others. Sec Homers II. . 
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252 PHILOCTETES. 
more than a good, and every Thing is of 
preſs d that is . and 14 — I ul 
no more reſpect ſuch Men. But rocky Scy. 
rus hereafter ſhall ſuffice for me, and I will 
content my ſelf at home. Now I go to my 
Ship; and thou farewel, may all Proſperity 
attend thee, and may the Gods free thee from 
thy Diſeaſe, as thou defireſt; but we will 
go, when God grants us a ſeaſonable Gale, 
then we will launch forth. 
Phil. Doſt thou now prepare for going? 


Neop. Seaſon now is near, and calls us to 


fail away, 

Phil Now, by thy Father and thy Mother, 
if there be ought dear to thee at home, hum- 
bly I beſeech thee leave me not thus alone; 
forſaken in theſe Ills in which thou ſeeſt 
me, and in thoſe wherein thou haſt heard I 
have been converſant ; but lay me down in any 
mean Place. I know I am troubleſome, but 
then nevertheleſs bear with me; for generous 
Minds hate any Thing that 1s baſe, but de- 
light in what is honourable. If you forſake 
me it will be a bad Reproach to you ; bur if 
you take me, much Glory will be your Re- 
ward, when I come ſafe to Oeta. I ſhall not 
be the Burthen of a whole Day: Venture it, 
take me and lay me where thou wilt on the 
Jakes, or on the Prow, that I may as little as 
poſſible diſturb others that are preſent. Yield 
to me, by Jupiter, Guardian of Suppliants; 
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be perſuaded ; I proſtrate my ſelf, and graſp; 
your Knees, tho I am weak, miſerable and 
lame; leave me not thus deſtitute without 
Footſtep of Mankind, but either lead me ſafe 
into your Countrey, or into Eubæa, and from 
thence my Way to Oeta is not far, and the 
Borders of Tracbinium, and gently flowing 
Sperchius, that you may reſtore me to my be- 
loved Father, whom I have long fear'd left 
he be dead. For I have fent him many ſup- 
pliant Prayers by thoſe who came hither, that 
he would ſend a Ship and bring me ſafe home; 
but either he is dead, or, which is moſt 
probable, the Meſſengers making ſmall Ac- 
count of my Buſineſs, haſten'd home. But 
now I come to you as my Conductor and my 
Guardian Angel, do thou fave me, ſeeing 
how Men lye expos'd to many Dangers, now 
they are in Proſperity, now in Adverſity: But 
it becomes him who is free from Troubles to 
look upon the afflicted. And when any one 
lives happily, then ought he to look to him- 
ſelf leſt ſome unforeſeen Accident deſtroy 


AN TISTROPRHE. 


Cho. Pity him, O King, for he hath men- 
tioned Tryals of many ſad Sufferings, which. 
none of my Friends ever did: But if thou 
hateſt the fierce Atridæ, I, turning their — 

V 
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vil to his Advantage here, ſince he eagerh 
urges it, in a well rigg'd nimble Ship will go 
home, avoiding the Vengeance of the Gods. 


AC III. SCENE Kc 


| Neoptolemus, Chorus, Philoctetes. 


are leſt thou art over ealy, 


bis Diſtemper thou wilt not 
8 
— bc the lame. 
Cho. By no means, thou ſhalt never have 
that to reproach me with. 
Neop. It is a Shame that I ſhould ſeem be- 
hind thee in Readineſs to afliſt a Stranger ; 


therefore, if thou thinkeſt fir, we will fail, let 


him come quickly, the Ship ſhall receive him, 
nor ſhall he be deny'd. Only may the Gods 
conduct us ſafe out of this Land, to whatſo- 
ever Place we deſire from hence to ſail. 

Phil. O joyful Day! And thou moſt be- 
loved of all Men, and dear Sailors, how ſhall 
I ſhew my {elf ſufficiently grateful to you ? 
Let us go Arr ſalute my familiar Habitation, 


thai you may know upon what I have liv'd, 
and how patient I have been; for I think chat 
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no other but me, who only takes a View of 
it with his Eyes, would endure all this which 
[ have done, but I am taught by Neceſſity to 
bear it. 

Cho. But wait that we may learn farther. 
Two Men, our Ship Companion and 
another, approach, whom when you have 
heard, afterwards you ſhall go in. 


Ac III. ScESE II. 


One of the Chorus, one diſguiſed like a Mer- 
chant ſent by Ulyſſes, Neoptolemus, Phi- 
loctetes. 


Merch. n Son of Achilles, I commanded 
this my Companion who was the Keeper of 
your Ship, to tell me where you were, ſince 
I have met with you contrary to my Expecta- 
tion as by Accident I came to this Countrey, 
failing from 17um o home to Pepareth with 
Vines well planted, not with a large Fleet ; 


n Son of Achilles.] Here entcreth the Servant of 
Ulyſſes, dreſs'd in the Habit of a Merchant, as they had 
agreed upon before, who, feigning himſelf to come to 
the Place by Accident, alarms him with a falſe Account 
of ſome Purſuers, and whom he warns him to avoid; 
but his Deſign was to bring him and Philactetes to Uly/- 
ſes's Ship. 


o Home to Pepareth.] Peparethus is one of the Iſlands: 
of the Cyclades in the gran Sca. 
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when I heard theſe were your Sailors, I re- 


_ folv'd fince I had met with my Brother Sai- 


lors, not to fail by in Silence, e're I deſired 
thee to fail away. Thou knoweſt nought of 
what concerns thee, what Conſultations the 
Argians have had about thee, and not only 
Confultations, but ſome Things have been 
acted. 

Neop. Thanks to thee for thy kind Admo- 
nition, and if I am no ill Man, my well de- 
ſerv'd Grace attends thee. But ſpeak, that I 
may know what new Conſultation of the Ar- 
gians about me this is thou haſt told me of. 

Mer. Old Phenix and p the Sons of The- 
ſeus are gone out with their Fleet, in purſuit 
of thee. 


Neop. To bring me by Force, or Perſua- 


Meſj. IJ know not, but what I have heard 
I tell thee. 5 

Neop. Doth Phænix and his Companions 
do this to gratify the Atride ? 

Mer. Be aſſured theſe Things are now in 
hand, nor is there any Delay. 

Neop. Why doth not Ulyſſes take it in hand 
himſelf? Was he ready to have fail'd hither, 
or would not his Fear alone let him? 


y The Sons of Theſeus.] Their Names were Acamas 
and Demophon. Homer mentions them not in his Ca- 
talogue of Heroes. 

Mer. 


PrurtocTteres. 257 


Mer. He and Diomedes, when I came hi- 
ther, fail'd after another. 

Neop. Whom ? | | 

Mer. It was one; but tell me firſt who this 
is, but ſpeak not loud. 

Necp. He is noble Philactetes. 

Mer. Now aſk me no more, but with all 
ſpeed launch forth, and convey thy ſelf out 
of this Countrey. | 

Phil. What fays he? Why doth he pri- 
vately betray me by his Diſcourſe to you? 

Neop. I know not what he faid, but he 
ought to ſay clearly what he ſays before thee, 
my Friends, and my ſelf. 

Mer. O Son of Achilles, betray me not to 
the Army, ſince I ſpeak what I ought not; 
for I have receiv'd of them much Kindneſs. 

Neop. Iam an Enemy to the Atridæ, but 
this my greateſt Friend becauſe he hates 
them. You ought therefore to conceal no- 
thing from us of all you have heard, if it be 
acceptable. | 
Mer. Conſider what you do. 

Negp, J do conſider. 

Mer. I ſhall blame you for all this. 

Neop. For what? 

Mer. Thoſe two Men, as thou haſt heard 
of, Diomedes and Ulyſſes, bound by Oath, do 
ail againſt this Man, to bring him away ei- 
ther by Perſuaſion or by Violence ; and this all 
the Grecians heard Ulyſſes plainly ſay; for he 
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258 PurLOCTETES. 
of the two hath moſt Boldneſs to do that 


_ Deed, 


Necp. On what Account do the Atride af. 


ter ſo long Time regard Philoctetes, whom 


long before they rejected? Whence comes 
this their Deſire of him? Is it from the Gods, 
and Nemeſis who revenges vile Deeds? 

Mer. I will inform x (at of all (tor proba. 
bly thou haſt not heard it): There was a no- 
ble Propher Son of Priam, his Name was He- 
lenus, whom this fraudulent Ulyſſes (who ne- 
ver hears ought of himſelf but what is baſe 
and diſhonourable) going out alone by Night 
ſeiz d and bringing him Priſoner, ſhew'd all 
the Grecians his fine Prey. This Prophet, 
with many other Things, propheſied to them, 


that they ſhould never overcome Troy, unlels 


n upon this Man by Perſuaſion, they 


ead him out of this Iſland wherein he dwells. | 


When the Son of Laertes heard the Prophet 
ſay this, immediately he promiſed he would 
bring him, he thought he could bring him 
by his own Choice, but if not, to uſe Vio- 
lence, and promiſed that his Head ſhould 
pay the Forfeit if he fail'd: Thou haſt heard 
all, therefore I adviſe you both haſten away, 
and if there be any other whom thou careſt 


for. 


Phil. Wo is me! Did that Villain, that Ab- 


ſtract of all Ill, ſwear that he would perſuade 
me to go to the Grecians? As ſoon I will be 


1 | | perſuaded 


9 Yn 
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perſuaded 4 that when I die I ſhall return a- 
gain to Life, as his Father $S:/yphus did. 
Mer. That I know not, but I go to my 
Ship, and may God grant you all good 
Things. IE” | | 


Ac III. Scgxe III. 


Pbiloctetes, Neoptolemus, Chorus, 


Phil. Is not this moſt unjuſt, that the Son 
of Laertes hopes with deluding Words to 
bring me to the Grecians? No, I would 
ſooner hear my moſt bitter Enemy, the Vi- 

r who made me lame: But he ſays and 
dares all Things, and now I know he will 
certainly come. Wherefore, O Son, let us 
go, that the broad Sea may divide us from 
Ulyſſs's Ship: Let us go, for ſeaſonable Dili- 
gence at laſt brings Eaſe and Reſt from La- 
bour. | 


a That when I die I ſhall return.] To what was ſaid 
before of Siſyphus, the Father of Ulyſes, this farther 
Account is added, that upon his Death-Bed he charg'd 
his Wife to leave his Body unburied, which according- 
ly ſhe did; whereupon he accus'd her to Pluto and Pro- 
ſerpine for not performing due Funeral Obſequies to his 
Body, and obtain'd of them Leave to return io Life 
and revenge on her the Affront; but when he came to 
Life, he never return'd back until he was confrain'd 
by Neceſlity, 
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Nesp. When there is a fair Wind; now it 


blows againſt us. 
Phil. When you fly from Evils, there is al- 
ways good failing. 
Negp. Fear not, the Winds oppoſe them 


too, (i. e. Ulyſſes and Diomedes.) 


Phil. The Winds never oppoſe Pyrates, 
when their Time is for robbing and plun- 
dering. 

Neop. If thou thinkeſt fit then, we will go; 
and bring with thee what thou haſt need of 
and deſireſt. 

Phil. There are ſome Things that I have 
need of. 

Neop. What is that which is not in m 


Ship ? 

Phil I have a Leaf wherewith I always 
eaſe my Wounds, and mitigate my Pain. 

Neop. Bring it out; what other Thing doſt 
thou defire to take? 

Phil. Alas! I ſuſpect that I have left ſome- 
thing that belongs to thoſe Bows : But leave 
it not for another to take. 

Negp. Meaneſt thou thoſe excellent Bows? 

Phil. The ſame, for I bear no other. 

Neop. But may I take a View of them near- 
er and carry them, and adore them as ſome 
God? 

Phil. That ſhall be granted thee, and any 
Thing elſe in my Power that will be for thy 
Profit. | 

Neop. 
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Negp. I love this Bow, but my Love is 
thus; if it be juſt for me I will, if not excuſe 
me. | 

Phil. Thou ſpeakeſt piouſly ; it is juſt for 
thee, by whoſe Providence alone the Light of 
the Sun I ſee, the Land of Oeta, my ancient 
Father and my Friends; and who, being un- 
der the Power of my Enemies haſt freed me 
from thence. Be confident you may both 
touch theſe, return them to the Giver, and 
boaſt that you alone of all Men may touch 
them, for your Virtue's Sake: For it is for m 
good Deeds I got them, nor am I griev'd to 
ſee you touch them who art my Friend; for 
he who hath been well us'd, knows how to 
uſe well his Benefactor, and a Friend is more 
precious than the greateſt Wealth. : 

Neop. Go in. | 

Phil. And I will introduce thee, for being 
diſtemper'd I have need of thee to aſſiſt me. 
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Ac r III. ScEXE IV. 
Chorus. 


STROPHE I. 


IJ have heard but never ſaw it, that former- 
ly r mighty Jove took Ixion who attempted to 
corrupt his Bed, ard bound him a Priſoner 
to a Wheel to be whirl'd round; but never 
heard or ſaw any other who ſuffered a more 


cruel Fate than this Man, who neither in- 
jur'd nor rob'd any one, but a juſt Man un- 


worthily periſhes: And I wonder at that, 
how alone as a Ship immerſed in Waves bcat- 
ing on every Side, he endured this lamenta- 
ble Life. 


r Mighty Jove took Ixion.] He was the Son of 
Phlegyas; the Crime for which he is thus puniſh'd was 
his boaſting he had corrupted Juna, but it was only 2 
Cloud in her Shape on which he begat the Centaurs. 
Tibul. Lib. I. Eleg. III. 


Illic Funonem tentare Ixionis auſi 
Verſantur celeri noxia membra rotd. 


The offenſive Members of Ixion, who dar'd to tempt 
the Chaſtity of Juno, are turn'd about on a nimble 
Wheel. And Pindar Pyth. Od. II. 
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ANTISTROPHE I 


Expos'd to Winds, having no Power to 
go, nor any, even bad Neighbour, to 
whom he may publiſh his ſad and cruel 
Grief, again to be repeated; nor any to 
aſſwage with ſoft Leaves the warm Ulcer 


of his wounded Foot, or if any there ſhould 


happen to be, to bear him his Food from the 
fruitful Earth; but he creeps forth every 
where dragging himſelf along, as a Child 
without his beloved Nurſe, where the Ways 
are ſmooth, when his torturing Pain will ſuf- 
fer him: Nor unleſs with Arrows and truſty 
Bow, gets he any Food to eat; who for this 
ten Years Time hath not been delighted with 
one Draught of Wine, but looking where he 
can ſpy any ſtanding Water, he creeps to it 
to quench his Thirſt. | 


ANTISTROPHUE II. 


But now meeting with noble Negprolemus, 
will lead a happy Life, and from his paſt 
Troubles will become great ; who taking him 
into a Sea-croſſing Ship, after many Months 
will bring him into his Father's Countrey to 


the Nymphs of Melis and the Banks of Ser- 


chius, where Hercules paſs'd to the celeſtial 
Gods, burnt in a Pile on the Bank of Oeta. 
„„ Ac 


. hs. X 22 . on n ws, 4 ; — . 5 FS #0 o 
. - — tht — W * * — * 
* 0 - — — 


— — — 
LS I G 
N 
2 


— 


—— 


9 
1 
4 5 
1 * 

| >, 
* 
F | 
* 
| 
"' 1 . 
' q 
bt. 
138 
(| : 
4 
i 
15 
158 
=. 


1 — 2 A, 
w * > _ —— * - l 
woe _ —_—_— oO - 
hd — wy 3 = 1 1 


Sr 


F 
Sz % wor l 


err 


err An r ' 
a— ow — 9 2 Km . A 5 * 


9 


_— 8 


9 l I . "PE UAE w 
* . ty >. I —- > 


264 PHILOCTETES, 


AcT IV. ScENE I. 


Neoptolemus, Philoctetes, Chorus. 


0 on, if thou wilt; why art 
[Q' | thou thus filent for no Cauſe, 
and thus amaz'd? - 
P., Alas! alas! 
Neop. What is the Matter ? 
Phil. No harm, but go on. 
Neop. Do you reſtrain the Violence of your 
approaching Diſcaſe ? 
Phil. No, but I think + it is eaſier with 
me; O the Gods! 
Nesp. Why thus lamenting doſt thou in- 
vocate the Gods ? | 
Phil. 'That they would come to us as our 
kind Deliverers; ah! ah! | 
Neop. What is that thou ſuffereſt? Wilt 
thou not ſpeak, but ſtill continue thus in Si- 
lence? Thou ſeemeſt to labour under ſome 
Evil. 


2 t is eaſier with me; O the Gods!) While he re- 
joices at the Thoughts of his returning home to his 
Countrey, till the Pain of his Diſtemper interrupts his 


Cö„˙ Phil, 
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Phil. O Tam loſt: Nor can I conceal my 
Sorrow from you. Woe is me, it pierces me 
alas! alas! I am undone; I am deſtroy d, &c. 
by the Gods, if thou haſt a Sword ready at 
Hand, ſmite my Foot, cut it off with all 
ſpeed; nor ſpare my Life, go my Son. 

Neop. What ſudden Thing is this? Why 
doſt thou make all theſe Clamours and La- 
mentations ? | 

Phil. O Child, thou knoweſt. 

Necp. What is it? 

Phil. Thou knoweſt. 

Neop. What is the Matter with thee ? 

Phil. I know not. | 

Neop. How doſt thou mean thou knoweſt 
not? 

Phil. Alas! Alas! 

Neop. How terrible is the coming on of 
this Diſeaſe ? 

Phil. So terrible it cannot be utter'd. O 
pity me. 

Neop. What ſhall I do? 

Phil. Forſake me not, for fear of my Diſ- 
eaſe; It comes by Intervals, as wandering 
"Ch for Prey return home when they are 
filled. 

Neop. Thou miſerable Man, thro' many 


Toils thou art miſerable: Permit me to take 


hold of, and carry thee. 
Phil. By no means, but take my Bow as 
thou didſt aſk me, until the preſent Violence 
| "no 
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of my Diſeaſe abates, keep and preſerve theſe; 
Slecp ſeizeth me when this Diſeaſe comes on 
me, nor doth it ceaſe before I ſleep. There-- 
fore you mult let me reſt quietly; but if they 
come in that Time, I beſeech you, by the 
Gods, neither willingly or ene” — or by 


any Art be overcome to yield them up to 
_ Ulyfes, leſt you kill both your ſelf and me, 


who am your Suppliant. 

Neop. Fear not, for by my Conſent they 
ſhall be common to none but thee. and me, 
Therefore give them me, and the good For- 
tune too that attends them. 

Phil. Behold, receive them, and beſeech En- 
yy, that they may not be to you the Occaſion 


af ſo much Woe as they have been to me, 


and him who before me poſleſs'd them. 

Neop. O the Gods grant it be ſo, and grant 
us a proſperous Voyage whereſoever God 
pleaſes to bear us, and where our Ship ar- 
rives. 

Phil. I fear you pray in vain: The Blood 
yours from my Wound afreſh: I expect ſome 
ſudden Accident will happen: Wo is me! and 
wo again! O Foot, what Miſery doſt thou 
cauſe me. It comes, the Pain approaches, 
wo is me, the Diſeaſe continues, forſake me 
not. Alas! T wiſh this Pain were fix'd deep 
in thy Breaſt, Ulyſſes. O ye two Chiefs, A. 
gamemnon and Menclaus, how could you ſo 
Jong bear this Diſtemper for my Sake, nor ba- 
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niſn me before? Wo is me: O Death! 
Death ! why thus perpetually call'd upon 
every Day can'ſt thou not come? O noble 
Youth, conſume me with this Fire that burns 
in Lemnos, as once I did the Son of Jove 
that Service for this Armour. What ſay ſt 
thou Son? Why art thou filent ? Where do 
thy Thoughts wander? 

Neop. I mourn and lament thy Sufferings 

Phil. O Son, be of good Courage, as it 
comes quick ſo it returns, but I beſeech you 
leave me not alone. 

Neop. Fear not, we'll ſtay. 

Phil. Wilt thou ſtay ? 

Neep. Aſſure your {elf of it. 

Phil. Then I think it is improper to bind 
thee by Oath. 

Neep. It is not juſt that I go away without 

ou. 

Fr Phil. Give me thy Hand for a Pledge of 
thy Faith, 

Neop. I do engage my Promiſe I will ſtay. 

Phil. This Way, now this Way. 

Neop. Which Way fay'ſt thou? 

Phil. Upwards. 

Neop. Why doſt thou rave again ? Why 
doſt thou look toward the Sky? 

_ Phil. Let me go, let me go. 

Neop. Whither ? 

Phil. Let me go. 

Necp. I fay I will not let thee go. 

Phil 
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Phil. Thou wilt kill me, if thou toucheſt 
me. 

Neop. I let thee alone, now how much wi- 
ſer art thou? 


Phil. O Earth, receive a dying Man as I 


am, for my Diſeaſe [He falls aſleep] ſuffers 


me no more to raiſe my ſelf. 
Neop. It is likely that Sleep will foon ſeize 


the Man, his Head is reclined, Sweat bedews 


all his whole Body, and in the Sole of his Foot 
a black Vein is broke: But let us ſuffer him, 
Friends, ſo to lye quiet, until he falls aſlcep. 


AcTIV. Sc II. 
Chorus, Neoptolemus. 


Cho. O Sleep, whom no Pain nor Grief can 
hurt; mayeſt thou, O King! who makeſt our 


Life happy, now favour us, and cloſe his Eyes 


in that Darkneſs which now covers him. 
Come now, thou Phyſician Sleep. O Son con- 
ſider now where you wil ſtay or go, or what 
Counſel doſt thou think to take? Or what 
ſhall we ſlay for, Opportunity which over- 
comes the beſt Counſels, now gives us great 
Power. | 

Neop. He hears nothing, bur I perceive thay 
in vain we purſue our Prey with Arrows, with- 


out him to ſail with us; the Crown of Victo- 


ry muſt be ſrom him, the God commanded 
to 
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to take him away; to make vain Promiſes even 
to the falſe, is a reproachful Thing. 


ANTISTROPHE. 


Cho. The Gods will fee all, but of what- 
ſoever yon would anſwer me again, let your 
Diſcourſe be ſhort; for in a Diſtemper all 
Mens Sleep is fleeting, fo that they may look 
behind. Confider then what is the moſt con- 
venient Thing you can do, and ponder with 


your ſelf what you will reſolve upon. Know- 


eſt thou of whom I ſpeak? If thou hadſt the 
ſame Opinion with him, (i. e. Ulyſſes) thou 
wouldit take him away. Even the Prudent 
find ſome Difficulties ro know what to do in 
doubtful Caſes, 


Eyopos. 


The Wind blows fair, his Eyes are' cloſed, 
he hath no Power to help himſelf, but lies in- 
volved in Darkneſs: This warm Sleep is good 
for us, and he is neither Maſter of his Hands 
or Feet ; but he looks, he ſees, he ſpeaks like 
one drawing near his Death; it is my Care 
to take him. A Deed done without Fear is 
the nobleſt, 
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AcT IV. Scexs III. 


Neoptolemus, Philo&etes, Chorus. 


Neop. Be filent, nor let your Courage fail. 
He moves his Eyes, and raiſes his Head. 

Phil. O Light, Sleep's Succeſſor, faith- 
leſs Guardian of my Hopes, and theſe Stran- 
gers; I never had thought it, that you could 
with Pity bear my ſad Sufferings, continuing 


and aſſiſting me. The Atridæ, thoſe good 


Princes could not eaſily bear that; but thou art 
of a generous Nature, and art born of generous 
Parents, therefore eaſily didſt bear it, though in- 
feſted with my Noiſe and ill Savour. But now, 
ſince there is ſome Inter miſſion and Reſt from 


the Diſcaſe, thou raiſe me up, and ſet me 


ſtanding; that ſince my Weakneſs hath left 
me, we may go to the Ship, and not delay 
our Sailing. 

Neop. I rejoice that I ſee you, beyond my 
Hope, free from Pain, alive and breathing ; 
for there were ſome Signs of thee which ap- 
peared and ſignified thy Death; but now raiſe 
thy ſelf. But if it pleaſe thee better, theſe 
will bear thee; the Labour will not grieve 


them, ſince it pleaſeth both of us that they 


ſhould do it. 
Phil. Tlike that: Then raiſe me up, ſince it 


is thy Pleaſure; but let them go, leſt they be 
YM offended 
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offended with the ill Savour too ſoon ; for it - 


will be trouble enough tor them to live with 
me in the Ship. 


Neop. Be it ſo; then ſtand up and ſupport 


thy ſelf. 

Phil. Fear not, I will raiſe my ſelf accord⸗ 

ing to my uſual Manner. 
Neop. Wo is me! what ſhallI do? | 
Phil. What is that? What Speech was it 

thou haſt dropped? N 
Neop. I know not how to direct my doubt⸗ 

ing Judgment. 5 
Phil. What doſt thou doubt of? Wilt thou 

not tell me? 


Neep. It is there I am perplexed with 


Doubting. 

Phil. Doth the Difficulty of bearing my 
Diſeaſe thus move thee, that thou wilt not 
take me a Companion of. thy Voyage? 

Neop. All Things are difficult, when any 
forſaking his own Nature, doth Things that 
are unſeemly, 


Phil. Thou neither doſt nor ſayeſt ought 


unworthy of thy Father, while thou doſt aſ⸗ 
ſiſt a good Man. 


© Je is ne I what ſhall [?] Here Neeptolemits is un- 
eaſie, knowing with himſelf that he was about to de- 
ceive Philoftetes contrary to his natural Diſpoſition, and 


bring him to Troy, not to his Country, as he had pro- 
miſed to do. 


Neo. 
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. Neop. I ſhall ſhew my ſelf vile; it is that 
diſturbs me. ] 


Phil. But not in what you ſay or * yet I 
doubt. 


 Neop. 0 Fave! * ſhall I do? I ſhall be 
ewice caught in my Vileneſs, in concealing wliat 


I ought not, and ſpeaking moſt wicked Words. 

Phil. This Man, unleſs I am miſtaken in 
my Opinion, thinksto betray me, and, leaving 
me, to ſail away, 

Neop. I will not leave thee, but ebe leſt 
with Grief to thee, I take thee, it is that 
which grieves me. 

Phil. What ſayeſt thou? I underſtand thee 
not. 


Neop. I will conceal nought from thee; 


thou muſt fail ro Troy, to the Grecians, and 
the Army of the Atridæ. 
Phil. Ah me! What haſt thou faid? 
Neop. Do not lament before you know, 
Phil. Know what? How doſt thou think 


to do with me? 


| Neop. Firſt to eaſe you of your Diſeaſe, 


then to goand deſtroy the Trojan Land. 
Phil. And doſt thou think to do fo? 


Neop. Great Neceſſity enforces it; where- 


fore be not angry, though now thou haſt heard 


this. 

Phil. 1 am undone a Wretch, betrayed. O 
Stranger, what haſt thou done to me? Deli- 
ver me my Bow with Spced. 

Meop. 
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Neop. But it is not fit I ſhould ; both Law 
and. Intereſt obliges me to obey thoſe in 
Power. t | 

Phil. »O Fire and every Terror, moſt odi- 
ous fraudulent Contrivance, what haſt thou 
done to me? How haſt thou deceived me? 
Art thou not aſhamed to ſee me thy Suppli- 
ant proſtrate at thy Feet? O cruel Man, in 
taking away my Bow thou haſt taken my Life. 
Reſtore me them I beſeech thee, reſtore me 
them, by my Father's Gods, * take not away 
my Life. Ah me a Wretch l thou anſwereſt me 
not, but he looks as if he would never reſtore 
them. O ye Ports and Promontories! OCom- 
merce with mountainous Beaſts, and uneven 
Rocks, I ſpeak this to you; I have none elſe 
to ſpeak to. I complain to you, you who 
were wont to hear my Complaints, what the 
Son of Achilles hath done to me. After he 
hath ſworn to bring me home, he prepares to 
bring me back to Troy; and after he gave 
his Hand in Pledge of his Truth, hath taken 
away my Bow, which Hercules the Son of 


O Fire and every Terror.] Gr. e . Spoken 
in Alluſion to Pyrrhus, one of Neeptolemus's Names. 

x Take not away my Life.) Gr. T gie, wi u de. 
A pretty Alluſion in the Greet, though it is not di- 
ſcerned in any other Language: For g. Life, is like» 
wiſe Greek tor a Bow, the Accent being changed 
thus 8:35. Yet this is ſcarce grave enough for this kind 
of Poem, as I have noted in the Tragedy of Ajax. 


Vor. II. S Jove 
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Joue hath given me, and will deliver me to 


the Grecians, as though he had overcome me 


a brave Man by Force: Nor doth he know 
that he kills one already dead, or a vain Sha- 
dow, a mere Image, He could not have ta- 
ken me had I my Strength; fince even as [ 
am, he took me not but by Fraud. But now 
unhappy Man I am deceived, what muſt I 
do? Reſtore them to me. Still be like thy 
ſelf. What ſayeſt thou? Art thou filent? I 
am undone a Wretch! O Rock with a dou- 
ble Door, again I return to thee naked, and 
"deſtitute of Food: Alone I ſhall die in this 
Cave, nor ſhall I kill any winged Fowl, or 
wild Beaſt of the Mountains with my Bow; 
but dead my ſelf, a Wretch, I ſhall be Food 
for thoſe I fed upon; and thoſe I hunted be- 
fore, will hunt me now, and I ſhall repay my 
Death as a Recompence for theirs. This I 
have from him who ſeemed to think no Ill. 
Yet periſh not, before I know if thou wilt 
change ng Mind; but if not, mayeſt thou 
miſerabl 

Cho. What ſhall we do, O King? It is in 
thy Power either to fail away, or obey his 


* 

9p. Much Pity for this Man invades my 
na not now the firſt Ti ime, but before 
like wiſe. 


Phil. 
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Phil. Pity me, by the Gods, nor make thy 
ſelf a Reproach to Mankind by deceiving 
me. 

Neop. Wo is me! what ſhall I do? Would 
had never left Scyros; theſe Things fo af- 
flict me. | 

Phil. Thou art not bad thy ſelf, but art 
inſtructed by baſe Men for theſe vile Deeds; 
but now exerciſe thoſe Arts upon others who 
deſerye it, Deliver me my Armour, then fail 


away. 
Neop. What muſt we do, my Compani- 
ons? 


Acr IV. ScExf IV. 


Ulyſſes, Philoctetes, Neoptolemus, Chorus. 


Uly/. Thou worſt of Slaves, wilt thou not 
leave this Bow with me? 

Phil. Ah me! who is this? Do ] hear U- 
Mes? 

Uly/. It is him, be well aſſured of that, him 
whom you ſee. 

Phil. Wo is me! I am fold, Iam loſt, un- 
done. This is he who circumvented me, and 
{tripped me of my Armour. 

It was I, and none elſe, I own it. 

Phil. O Son, quit my Bow, return it to 
me, 
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Uly/. Thou ſhalt not do that, though thou 
ſhould'ſt defire it; [To Neoptolemus.] But 
thou muſt go with thy Armour, or they will 
take thee by Force. 

Phil. Thou moſt vile audacious Slave, will 
they take me by Force ? 

Uly/. Ay, unleſs thou goeſt freely. 

Phil. O Land of Lemnos, and thou invin- 
cible Light of Vulcan's Fire! Are ſuch Things 
tolerable, as that he ſhould bear me hence by 
Violence? 

Uly/. That you may know it, it is Jo, who 
rules this Land, by whom this was decreed; I 
am but Miniſter of that Decree. 

Phil. O Villain, what haſt thou found out 
to ſay? Doſt thou pretend the Gods, and make 
them Liars. 

Uly/. No, but true, thou muſt go this 
Way. | 

Phil. But I fay I will not. 

 Uly/. But J affirm it, you muſt obey. 

Phil. Wo is me! it is plain then, my Fa- 
ther begat me a Slave, not a free Man. 

U). No Slave, but equal with the greateſt 
Princes with whom thou muſt take Troy, and 
deſtroy it by Force. 

Phil. It ſhall never be, though I ſuffer the 
worſt of Evils, while I have this deep Cave 
to contain me. 

Uly/. What wouldeſt thou do? 

Phil. I will daſh my Head in Pieces againſt 
this Rock, then fall down headlong from it. 


2 
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Uly/. Lay Hands upon him, let not that be 


in his Power, © 
[Ulyſles's Followers bind Philoctetes. 
Phil O Hands! what you endure for want 
of your beloved Bow, bound by this Man! O 
thou ho in thy Thoughts contriveſt nothing, 
either good, or worthy a free Man. Thou haſt 
deluded me; how haſt thou caught me, by 
ſending this Youth ſuborned by thee, to me 
unknown, unworthy to be like thee, but ra- 
ther me; who knew how to do nothing, but 
as he was ordered: And now he ſeems to bear 
it with much Grief, that he offended me, and 
that through him I have ſuffered. But thy 
baſe Mind, always looking through Coverts, 
hath well inſtructed him againſt his Will, un- 
expert before in Frauds, to be wile in contri- 
ving Wickedneſs. And now having bound 
me, thinkeſt thou to take me from this Shore, 
where before thou didſt caſt me, deſtitute of 
Friends, forſaken, an Exile, among the living, 
Dead. Ah! mayeſt thou periſh, and this I 
often wiſhed might be thy Fate; but the Gods 
grant nothing pleaſing to me. Thou liveſt 
joyfully, but I am overwhelmed with Woe; 
and for this Reaſon, that I live in many Trou- 


bles derided by thee, and the two Generals, 


Sons of Atreus, whom thou ſerveſt in theſe 


Deeds. Thou for thy Craftineſs, which they 


reſpected, and by Neceſſity their Subject, didſt 
fail with them. They, as thou ſayeſt, caſt 
. I 
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me out a Wretch, who willingly failed hi- 
ther Commander of ſeven Ships. But they 
accuſe thee. And now why do you bring me 
hither, and then take me away? For what 
Cauſe, who am no more, and, as for your 
Part, am dead long fince. Wherefore now, 
thou molt hated of the Gods, am I not lame, 
and ill favoured to you? How will you pray 
to the Gods to conſume the Sacrifices, if I fail 
with you? How will you make Libations? For 
theſe were your Pretences to caſt me out. O 
may you periſh who thus have injured me, if 
the Gods reſpect Juſtice: But I know they do, 
for you had never failed hither for the Sake 


of a miſerable Man, unleſs ſome divine Inſti- 


gation for my Sake had urged you to it. But 
O my Father's Countrey and guardian Gods, 
puniſh them all at laſt, if you commiſerate 
me, who miſerably live; for if I faw them 
periſh, I thould think my {elf free from my 
Diteaſe. 

Cho. This Stranger, Ulyſſes, is violent, and 
hath ſpoke a violent Speech, nor doth he fink 
under his Afflictions. 

Ny Icould ſay many Things to him again, 
if it were convenient for me; but now one 
Thing I will ſay: When there needs ſuch 
Words, I am he that will ſpeak them; and 
when there is a Trial of juſt and good Men, 


you ſhall find none a more righteous Judge 


than me. I am uſed to overcome in every 
Diſpute 


* 
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Diſpute wherein Iam concerned, unleſs it be 
againſt thee; and now willingly T will ſubmit 
to thee. Set him free, nor touch him more; 
let him ſtay here: We have no Need of thee, 
ſince we have theſe Arms. Y We have Teu- 
crus, who hath Skill to uſe them; and my 
ſelf, who think I am not behind thee in hand- 
ling them, or directing them againſt a Mark. 
What Need therefore is there of thee? Fare- 
well; do thou tread the Land of Lemnos; but 


we will go, perhaps thy Gift may gain me 


the Honour which is due to thee. | 

Phil, Wo is me! what ſhall I do? Wilt 
thou, clad in my Armour, appear among the 
Grectans ? 


NV Contradict me no more, I go my 
Way. | on 
Phil, O Son of Achilles, ſhall I not hear 
thy Voice? Doſt thou go hence? l 
Ulyſ. Go thy Way, nor look towards him, 
tho' thou art noble, leſt thou ſpoil our For- 
tune. ' | 
Phil. And am I thus forſaken of you, O 
Stranger? Shall I be left, nor will'you pity 
me EN) 


Me have Teucrus.] Teucrus was particularly fa- 
mous for his Art in throwing Darts, as appears both 
by this Place and another in the ax although Me- 
nelaus calls him there 7574; in Deriſion, when he con- 
tended with him about the. Burial of Ajax, in theſe 
Words: This Archer ſeems not to think meanly of him- 


elf. 


84 Cho. 
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Cho. This is the Governour of our Ship; 
whatever he ſaith to thee, we ſay the fame 
likewiſe. | 

Neop. I am blamed by him, i. e. Ulyſſes, 
that I am compaſhonate:: Vet ſtay, if it pleaſe 
him, for fo long Time while the Sailors get all 
Things ready for the Ship, and we ſacrifice 
to the Gods; perhaps he in that Time may 
change his Mind for the better, then we will 
launch our Ship, and do you come quickly 
when we call you. 


Acr IV. SczxE V. 
ANTISTROPHICA STROPHEI. 


Philoctetes, Chorus. 


Phil. O Cave in the hollow Rock, by Turns 
hot and cold! I never muſt leave thee, but 
thou muſt ſerve me as my Habitation, until I 
dye. O Habitation filled with my Woe, what 
ſhall I do in my remaining Days? What Food 
ſhall I ger? What Hope will ever cheer me ? 
O! I would the ravenous Birds would in a 
mighty Wind bear me up through the Air, 
for longer I cannot ſuſtain my elf. 


' STROPHE II. 
Cho. Thou thy ſelf, unhappy Man, haſt 


brought upon thee thy Mislortune; it comes not 
| any 
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any other Way: When it is in thy Power to be 
wiſer, and enjoy a better and happier Fortune, 
thou hadſt rather be more unhappy . 

Phil. O wretched me, worn out with Sor- 
row; who live alone here forſaken of all Men, 
and ſhall periſh in this Den: Nor ſhall I get 
more Food, or ſhoot more Birds with my 
Bow, and ſtout Hands. But he impoſed up- 
on me with the ſecret unſeen Fraud of his 
trayterous Mind. Would I could fee him who 
contrived this, for as *. Time ſharing like 
Pains with me. 


ANTISTROPHE II. 


Cho. It was the Fate of the Gods, not the 
ee of my Hands overcame you ; for- 
Do inau 12 odious Execrations a- 
gainſt others: For that is my Care, that you 
* not my Benevolence. | 


STROPHE III. 


Phil. Wo is me! now fitting ſomewhere 
on the hoary Sand of the Sea-Shore, he laughs 
at me, brandiſhing in his Hands my Suſte- 
nance, whom none ever before carried. O 
lovely Bow extorted out of my Hands, ſure 
now if thou haſt any Thought, thou think- 
eſt it a miſerable Caſe, that I ſhould never 


hereafter uſe thee as Hercules did. The Caſe 
18 
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is altered, thou art now put into the Hands 
of a deceitful Man, ſeeſt all his Frauds, and 
a Man moſt hated to me; and who, born of 
vile Parents, hath done me innumerable 
Wrongs. © | 


STROPHE IV. 


Cho. It is the Part of a good Man to ſay 
the Truth, and not to expreſs malicious Sor- 
row with his Tongue: For he, being one who 
was from the Army appointed to this Buſi- 
nels by the Counſel of Ces, only lent his 
Aſſiſtance to his Friends. 


AN TISTROPIHE III. 


Phil. O ye Birds, winged Prey, and chear- 
ful kind of Mountain-wandring Beaſts, which 
this Country contains, no more approach me 
with Terror at theſe Dens; for I have not in 
my Hands the Strength of my Bow, which I 
had before. Ah me a Wretch! now this 
Place is free and unregarded, and no more 
terrible to you. Approach, and fill your 
ſelves with my Fleſh, for Recompence of the 
Wounds your Fleſh received of me. I ſhall 
ſoon leave my Life; for whence ſhall I have 
neceſſary Food? Who can feed upon the Air, 
who hath nothing which our Mother Earth 
affords ? TRY 4 


ANTI 


PHILOCTETES,Þ 283 


: 
. 


ANTisTRoPHe IlfEVL. 


Cho. Now by the Gods, if thou reſpecteſt 
Strangers, receive Neoptolemus with all Bene- 
volence who joins himſelf to you; and know 
well, thou mayeſt avoid this Calamity: He is 
unwite who chuſes to live miſerably, and en- 
dure perpetual Sorrow. 

Phil: Again thou putteſt me in Mind of 
my former Misfortunes. Why doſt thou kill 
me? why doſt thou ſo? 2 N 

Cho. Why doſt thou ſay ſo? 

Phil. Becauſe thou thinkeſt to bring me 
back to hated Troy. 

Cho. But I think that to be the beſt. 

Phil. From henceforth leave me. 

Cho. With Joy I receive thy Commands, 
and ſhall execute them: We will 80 to our 
Ship, as we are ordered. 

Phil. Now I beſeech you by ⸗ JoueReven 
ger of thoſe who [opponents in vain; depart 
not hence. | 

Cho. Then be more gentle | 

Phil. O Strangers, by the Gods, ſtay. - 


x Jove Revenger of thoſe who . in vain. ] 
There were among the Antients, as hath been noted, 
as many Joves to pray to, as their ſeveral Circumſtan- 
ces which they were in: So Joue ee, Way be 
whom they invocated, when * deſired a Thing 
earneſtly of another. 

Che. 
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Cho. What ſayeſt thou? 
Phil. Alas! alas! I am undone a Wretch. 
O my Foot, what ſhall I do with you the re- 
maining Part of my wretched Life. Gene- 
rous Strangers, return again I beſcech you. 

Cho. What ſhall we do, beſides what you 
have already ordered? Is your Mind changed? 
Phil. It is not a Fault for him that is af- 
flicted with tumultuous Sorrow, to roar like 
one beſides himſelf, 
' Cho. Go with us now, thou Wretch, as we 
defire thee. | 
Phil. By no Means, that ,ſhall never be 
made good, though thundering, fire-bearing 
Jove, with his Thunderbolts ſhould conſume 
me. May Troy periſh, and all thoſe who are 
at it, who could bear to reje& me for the Ul- 
cer of my Foot. But, O Strangers, grant me 
this Petition, * 

Cho. What is that thou fayeſt ? 

Phil. If thou haſt any Sort of Armour, 

give it me. 

Cho, What Slaughter wouldeſt thou com- 
_ 

Phil. I will cut off my Head and Feet with 
my Hands ; the Pain of my Diſeaſe requires 
Ic. 


Cbo. How? 
Phil. I will ſeek my Father. 
Cho, Where. 


Pzbil 
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Phil. Among the Dead; for he ſees the 
Light no more. O m y Father's Ciry | O chat l 
could but behold you, who forſaking your 
facred Religion, went an Aſſiſter to the hoſt 
Grectans. 

Cho. I had gone "9AM to my Ship, only 


that I ſaw Uu, che Son of Ac Hes, coming 
to us. 
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ee Neoptolemus, Chorus. 


* Neop. To expiate my Of- 
STA fences, which before 1 commit- 
ted. 
Ny You tell us a fad Thing, but what 
was the Offence ? 
N TP My obeying thee, and the whole 


0 What Act haſt thou done unworthy 
of — ſelf? / 
Nes cop. I deceived the Man with vile Fraud ; 
and Tricks. | 
Uly/. What, alas! do you deſign any new 


Thing? 
Neop. 
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Neab. Nothing new but for Philoctetes. 
Uly/. What wilt thou do? How Fear comes 
upon me 
Nesp. From whom I have received this 
Bow, again to him 
Uly O Tove! what ſayeſt thou? Doſt thou 
think to return it? 
Neop. I received it baſely, and not accord- 
ing to Juſtice. 
Uly/. By the Gods, doſt thou ſay this only 
to torment my Heart? 
Neop. Ay, if it be a Torment to thee to 298 
Truth. 
Uly/. What ſayeſt thou? 
Neop. Will you have me twice and thrice 
repeat the ſame Words? 
_ Uly/. I had rather hear them not once. 
Neop. Aſſure thy ſelf thou haſt heard all. 
. Uly/. But there is ſome body who will hin- 
der thee from doing that. 
Neop. What ſayeſt thou? Who is there that 
will hinder me? 
Uly/. The whole Grecian Army, and my 
we 
NMeap. Though thou art a wiſe Man, thou 
ſpeakeſt not wiſely. 
Uly/. Thou neither ſpeakeſt, nor atteſt wiſely. 
Neop. But if juſtly, my Actions are better 
than the moſt wiſe Contrivances. 
- Uly. How is it juſt to return thoſe Things 
again, which you got by my Counſel? | 
— "30 Neop. 
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Neop. T have committed a baſe Fault, and 
that I will endeavour to undo -. 

/ Doſt thou not fear the Apel the 
Grecians that thou dareſt do this?? 

Neop. When I do Juſtice, I fear not like 
thee; nor do I think they will make me fear 
by your Power. 

Uly/. Therefore we will not fight with the 
Trojans, but thee. 

Neg. Come what will. 

Uly/. Seeſt thou my right Hand upon the 
Hilt of my Sword? 

Neop. And thou ſhalt ſee me do the like | 
without Delay.. 

Uly/. But I will let thee alone, and tell this 
to all the Grecians, who will punith thee. 

Neop. Thou art wiſe, and if hereafter thou 
will always be wiſe, thou mayeſt lead a Life 
free from Sorrow. But thou, O Son of Pæan 
come out, and leave thy rocky Cave. 


AcT V. SCEXE II. 


Philo&etes, Neoptolemus, Ulyſſes 


Phil. What clamourous Noiſe is this be- 
fore my Den? Why do you call me out? 
What, Strangers, do you want? Alas! why 
will you add more Evils to my former ? 


Neop. Be ꝙ good Cong hear what I 
ſay to thee, 


Phil, 
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Phil, I fear alas! for I have ſyffered before 
by fair Speeches, when I was perſuaded by 
be | 


Neop. But may not one repent? 

Phil. Such a Richte Man before thou didſt 
feigh thy ſelf to be; but privately waſt my 
Enemy, when thou didſt rob me of my Bow. 

Neop. But now I am not, but would know 


along with us. 

Phil. Ceaſe, ſpeak no more, for whatſoever 

thou ſay'ſt will be ſaid in vain. 
| Neop. Art thou ſo determined? 

Phil. And beyond what I ſpeak. 

Neop. T would have thee be perſuaded by 
my Words; but if I ſpeak not ſeaſonably, I 
will be ſilent. | 

Phil. It will all be ſaid in vain, thou wilt 


never find my Mind well diſpoſed towards 


thee, who haſt taken away my Life by Frauds, 
and now thou comeſt to admoniſh me, the 
moſt traytorous Son of the beſt of Fathers. 
Firſt may the Atridæ periſh, then the Son of 
Laertes, and laſtly thou. 

Neop. Curſe no more, but receive theſe 
Arrows of my Hands. 

Phil. How fay'ſt thou; am I deceived a ſe- 
cond Time ? 5 of cells ts | 

Neop. I have ſwore it by the ſupreme Dei- 
ty of Jove. 

Phil. Moſt ſweet Words, if what thou 
lay'ſt be true. 

I Neop. 


of thee whether thou wilt ſtay here, or fail 
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Neop. The Truth ſhall be made appear; 
extend thy Right Hand, and take hold of thy 


Armour. 


Uly/. I forbid it (witneſs the Gods) in the 

Name of the Atridæ, and the whole Army. 
Phil. O Son, whoſe Voice is this? Do I 
hear Ulyſſes? 

Uly/. Be aſſured of it, thou ſeeſt him near 
who will bring thee to Troy by Force, whe- 
ther the Son of Achilles will or not. 

Phil. But thou ſhalt have no Reaſon to re- 
joice, if this Arrow be rightly directed. 

Neop. Ah! by no means, I beſeech thee, 
by the Gods, caſt not forth thy Arrow. 

Phil. I beſeech thee let go my Hand. 

Neop. I cannot let thee go. 

Phil. Why wilt thou hinder me from kil- 
ling with my Arrows one who is my Enemy? 

ep. That would be neither for my good, 
nor yours. 1 þ 

Phil. This be well aſſured of, that the 
Chiefs of the Grecian Army are vain Talkers, 
bold in Words, but Cowards in Fight. 

Neep. Be it ſo, thou haſt thy Bow, and 
can'ſt not accuſe or be angry with me. 

Phil. I own it, thou haſt ſhewn thy natu- 
ral Diſpoſition, that thou art not deſcended 
of a Jeceirful Siſyphus, but Achilles; who, 
while he was among the Living, was always 
prais'd, and now is prais'd among the Dead. 

Neop. J am glad thou praiſeſt my Father 
and me. Now hear what I would have thee 

Vor. IL 1 de, 
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do. It is neceſſary that all Men ſhould bear 
thoſe Fortunes which are allotted them by the 
Gods; but thoſe who are oppreſs d by volun- 
tary Sufferings, as chou art, deſerve no Par- 
don nor Pity. But thou art ſo fierce, that 
thou wilt admit of none to counſel thee. 
And if any one out of Benevolence admoniſhes 
thee, thou hateſt him, and lookeſt on him as 
thy cruel Enemy. Yet will I ſpeak: I call 

Jove, the Puniſher of Perjury, for my Wit- 
neſs; know this, and write it in thy Mind, 


it is by divine Appointment thou ſuffereſt this 


Diſeaſe, when thou didft approach the un- 
ſeen Serpent, who guarded the open Temple 
of Minerva; and know that thou wilt never 
find a Remedy for this grievous Diſeaſe, as 
long as this Sun riſeth here and ſets again, 
e're thou goeſt to Troy, and there meeting 
with the Sons of Aſculapius, who are with 
us, thou art healed by them of thy Diſeaſe; 
and with me and thoſe Darts overthroweſt 
Troy. I will tell thee how I know this to be 
true: There is a certain Troan taken by us, his 
Name is Helenus, an excellent Prophet, who 
plainly ſays it muſt be fo : And moreover 
added, that of Neceflity this Summer Troy 
muſt be taken, and freely gives us leave to 
kill him if he ſpeaks falſe. Therefore ſince 
thou knoweſt this, ſubmit freely; it is a noble 
Treaſure to be reckon'd moſt excellent of all 
the Grecians: Then by a Phyſician, 1 by 
f I 
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heal'd of thy Diſeaſe; then by taking miſera- 
ble Troy to obtain ſupreme Glory. {| 
Phil.” O hatred Lit, why doſt thou ſuffer 
me to live here, nor wilt diſmiſs me to my 
Grave? Ah me! What ſhall I do? How (hall 
I diſtruſt his Words who in benevolence ex- 
horts me? Shall I fubmir? But if I do, how 
ſhall I ever hereafter behold the Light? 
To whom ſhall I call? O ye celeſtial Orbits 
who encompaſs and behold all Things, can 
you endure this, that I ſhould be with the 
Sons of Atreus who have undone me, and 
the pernicious Son of Laertes? For the Grief 
of Hole Things that are paſt do not ſo much 
torment me; Ee what I muſt {till ſuffer from 
them, my Imagination repreſents before my 
Eyes. For thoſe who have a corrupt Mind 
do every Thing agreeably thereto. But I won- 
der at thee, for thou neither oughteſt to go 
to Troy thyfelf, but to hinder me from going, 
fince they have injur'd thee, rcbbing thee of 
thy Father's Honour, and in the Tryal for 


his Armour, rejected wretched Ajax, and 


judg d them to Ulyſſes. Such are they thou 
oeſt to help, and wouldeſt force me to it; 


o, my Son, but lead me into my Countrey. | 


as thou haſt ſworn; and chyſelf reſting in Scy- 
ros, ſuffer them miſerably to periſh: So ſhalt. 


thou receive double Thanks of me, and of 


my Father, and not by helping baſe Men, 
ſeem yourſelf to be like. them, 


T 2 Neop. 
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Nevp. Thou © right,'y et I would hay, 
thee m2: be dee and iny' hes, anc 
together with m eſent rie al our o. 
n 

Phil. What to Troy, and the hated Soh 0 
Atreus? 3 
_. _ Neop. To them indeed, but yet to thoſe 

who will heal thy corrupted Foot, and free 
thee from thy Diſeaſe. 

Ptil. O moſt afflicting Words, what ſay'ſt 


nf 
What is convenient for both of us. 


PL In ſaying thus doſt chou not reproach 
the Gods? 
Nep. J reproach not thoſe whom I aſſiſt. 
Phil. 87 K thou it is an Advantage to the 
Atridæ, or to me? 
Neop. To thee, fince I am thy Friend, and 
ſo are my Words too, friendly. 
Phil How? Since thou wouldeſt betray 
me to my Enemies. 
Neop. O my Friend, learn in Adverſity to 
be humble. 
Phil. Thou killeſt me, I underſtand thee 
and thy Words. 
ID np. Nay, but I fay thou doſt not under- 
d 
Phil. 1 know that the Atridæ have ba- 
niſh'd me. 
Neop. But what if they have baniſh'd thee, 
they will again reſtore thee. 


"Phil, Not by willingly returning to Troy. 
Neep.- 
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Ne What then ſhall Ido? If my Words 
are of ſuch ſmall Force in perſuading, thee, 
nought remains but that I hold eace, 
and ſuffer thee to live as thou d | without | 


Cure. 


Phil. Let me fu N my alle onted Parion of 
Afflictions; but what thou didſt Promiſe, and 
to confirm thy Promiſe didſt give me thy 

Hand, that thou wouldeſt ſafely conduct me 
to my Countrey, that I would have thee per- 
form. Nor think more of Troy; tor I have 


lamented enough. 


TRO CH. 


Neop. If that pleaſe thee then, let us go. 
Phil. O ſweet Words. 6 
Neop. Now ſtand firmly on thy Feet. 
Phil. As well as I can. 
Necp. But how ſhall I eſcape the Accuſi- 
tion of the Grecians? 
Phil. Regard not that. 
Neop. But what if they deſtroy my Coun- 
crey ! 
Phil. 1 will help. | 
Neop. How wilt thou aſſiſt? 
— With the Arrows of Hercules. 
Neop. What ſay ſt thou? | 
Phil. I will binder them from invading thy 
, 
Neop. If thou wile do as thou f, come 
and ſalute the Earth, 


AcT 
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) Aer v. Saen! the laſt. 


Hcl 45 gend and hangs in the Air bern 
| pon @ Cloud, 


— 0 Son of Pzas, go 1 not N ere 
thou heareſt my Words, and knoweſt that ir 
is the Voice of Hercules thou heareſt, and his 
Preſence which thou ſeeſt: It is for aby Sake 
I come, leaving my celeſtial Manſions; to 
ſpeak to thee great Jove's Decrees, and to 
hinder thee from going the Way thou art in: 
Therefore hear my Words. 

Firſt of all I will tell you the whole Se- 
ries of my Fortunes. After many Toils and La- 
bours I have at laſt obtain d immortal Ho- 
nour, as thou may'ſt ſee : And be well aſ- 
ſured it is ordained, that thou mult ſuffer the 
ſame, and by thy Toils gain a glorious Life, 
by going along with this Man to the City of 
Troy. Firſt thou ſhalt be heal'd of thy "Gd 
Diſeaſe, and for thy Virtue ſhalt be honoured 
above all the reſt of the Army; ſhalt with 
my Darts ſlay Paris, who was the Cauſe of 
all theſe Evils ; ſhalt lay Troy waſte, and ſhalt 
ſend home the Spoils hero the Purchaſe 
of thy Virtue, choſen out for thee in the Ar- 
my, to thy Father Pæas, to the Land of 
Oeta. But ſome of the Spoils thou receiveſt 
from the Army, thou ſhalt bear and lay them 
as Monuments at my Funeral Pile. More-, 

| | | ag 
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over, Son of Achilles, I give thee this Precau- 
tion, that thou neither can ſt take Troy with= 
out him, nor he without thee; hut as twe 
Lyons that paſture together, do thou Lad 
him, and he ſhall thee. I will ſend Æſcula- 
pius to Thum, who will heal thee of thy Sore z 
ic muſt be overcome the ſecond Time with 
my Arrows. 0 Mo io 901 at: 
But when thou layeſt waſte the Land, 
remember to revere all facred Things. 
ove eſteems all Things inferiour to them, 
for the Piety of Men dies not with them, but 
whether they live or die, that is immortal. 
Phil. O charming Voice, which now after 
long Time appearing, thou haſt ſent me, TI 
will not diſobey thy Counſels. 
 Negp. And I will ſubmit to thy Opinion. 
Her. Delay not therefore; the proper Sets 
ſon calls, and at the very Ship's Stern pro- 
vokes your Sailing. 


* Remember to revere all ſacred Things.) This Pre- 
cept was broke by Neoþtolemus, who flew Priamus when 
he fled for Sanctuary to the Altar of Jupiter Herkius, 
as likewiſe by Ajax Oileus, impiouſly violating Caſan- 
dra, Daughter of Priamus, at the Altar of Pallas, 
wherefore in his Return from Troy, his Ship was ſplit 
by a Tempeſt, and himſelf after he had ſwam to a 
Rock, was ſtruck Dead with Thunder. Horace ſays 
that Pallas was ſo inraged at the Impiety of that Act, 
that ſhe turn'd all her Anger which ſhe had before bore 
againſt Troy, againſt 4jax's Ship. 


Cum Pallas uſto vertit iram ab Ila, 
In impiam Cacis ratem. 


Her 
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Phil. Go therefore ſalute this Land. Fare- 
well, O Houſe, my conſtant Keeper, the 
Nymphs of the Marſhes, and the hideous 
Noiſe of the riſing Seas, where oftentimes my 
Head within my Cave was wet with the bat- 
tering Wznd-driven Showers, and oftentimes 
the Mgynt facred to Mercury echoed back 
to me my reiterated Mourning Voice, when 1 
was Tempeſt-beaten. And now, O Fountains 
and ſweet Waters, I forſake you, which 
Thing I never thought of. Farewel, O 
Land of Lemnos near the Sea, diſmiſs me with 
a proſperous Voyage, where reſiſtleſs Fate calls 
me, the Will of my Friends, and the invincible 
God which brought theſe Things thus to paſs. 

Cho. Now let us go all together, h- 
ing the Nymphs of the Sea, fafely to con- 
duct us in our Voyage. 
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